8 deportees permitted to return 

AMMAN (AP) — Israel has given permission for eight more 
Palestinian deportees to return to their homes in the occupied West 
Bmk and Gaza Strip, a Palestine liberation Organisation (PLO) 
official said. It would be the third batch of Palestinian deportees to be 
allowed home since April and comes as a result of negotiations 
between Israel and the PLO since the launching of the Middle 
peace process in September 1991. They will travel to the occupied 
territories from Jordan next week, but no days has been set, said 
Omar Khatib. deputy chief of the PLO mission in Amman. Nearly 80 
deportees returned home in two earlier groups. Mr. Khatib said the 
latest batch of eight were pan of a group of 80 Palestinians Israel has 
tentatively agreed to allow to return home. The Palestinians have been 
living in Jordan. Mr. Khatib identified them as: Othman Dawoud, 
Jamal Jabara, Hani Hakmb, Issam A1 Rabaai, Mohammad A1 
Moutawwer, Jamal Abu Latifi, Noureddin A1 Jaabari and Mohammad 
Amin A1 Jaabari. 
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Hamas: Israel arrested mor« than 2,700 

DAMASCUS (AFP) —The Mamie Resistance Movement, Ham*** 
said Saturday the Israeli army arrested mote than 2,700 Phtesuniaitf m 
the last two weeks, but added its members would still contume to 
attack Israelis. These arrests “which affect all those suspected of tak* 
to Hamas will not prevent more operations by the (aimed wing 
frTttHHin A1 Qassam nor the popular resistance” against israea 
occupation. Hamas said in a statement to AFP here. Pafcstunfflj 
sources in die occupied territories have said that the Israeli army had 
arrested more than 500 activists in a bid to destroy the group after 
several attacks that daimed the lives of 14 Israelis this mouth. The 
mass roundup “comes at a time when the enemy government prepare 
to release thousands of prisoners who don’t belong to Hamas in a bw 
to divide the Palestinian people.” it said, brad is to set free around 
5,000 prisoners after the agoing of a final deal relaunch autonomy m 
the Gaza Strip and West Bank town of Jericho, which may tak e plaoe 
in May. Israeli negotiators have rejected requests to set free members 
of groups opposed to peace. 
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Regent visits 
army unit 

Amman (Petra) — Kls Royal 
Highness Crown Prince Has- 
san, the Regent, on Saturday 
Visited troops ■ of the Third 
i&oyal Armoured Division, 
watched exercises and was 
briefed on the training prog- 
rammes. The Regent also in- 
spected troops conducting 
maintenance of military equip- 
ment and met commanders 
l4nd officers. 

Iraq to press for 
timing of end 
to U.N. sanctions 

BAGHDAD (R) — Iraq will 
press a senior U.N. envoy due 
to visit Baghdad this weekend 
to give a timetable for the 
easing or lifting of U.N. sanc- 
tions, diplomats said Saturday. 
Rolf Eke us, chairman of the 
U.N. Special Commission on 
Iraq, is due to arrive in Iraq on 
Sunday at the invitation of 
'Deputy Prime Minister Tareq 
Aziz, U.N. sources said. It will 
be his second visit this year. 
“The Iraqis will press Eke us 
for a timetable to have the 
sanctions eased or lifted,” a 
diplomat said. “The embago 
has inflicted tremendous harm 
on the Iraqi people and caused 
miseries which cannot be 
accepted under any circumst- 
ances,” the ruling Baath Party 
newspaper AIThawra said in a 
commentary. “Iraq has hon- 
oured its commitment and 
political ... pledges as far as 
Security Council resolutions 
are concerned,” it added (see 
page 2). 

( . Kabul fighting 
leaves 158 injured 

KABUL (AFP) — At least 158 
people were injured in an over- 
night battle that erupted in 
Kabul between rival forces 
fighting for and against Presi- 
dent Burhanuddin Rabbani, 
officials said here Saturday. 
Troops exchanged artillery and 
heavy weapons fire during the 
clash, but government troops 
said they had “repulsed” re- 
negade fighters of Afghan 
Prime Minister Gulbuddin 
Hektamtyar. They also 
claimed that “heavy casual- 
ties” were inflicted on the 
troops of Mr. Hekmatyar and 
Uzbek fighters of militia war- 
lord Abdul Rashid Dostum, 
the premier's main battle ally. 
Mr. Hekmatyar’s Shiite ally, 
the Hezb-e-Wahdat faction, 
also joined the battle, engaging 
Mr. Rabbani's troops at the 
City’s south, the government 
troops said. 

Egyptian president 
visits UAE 

v ABU DHABI (AFP) — Egyp- 
tian President Hosni Mubarak 
arrived in the United Arab 
Emirates (UAE) on Saturday 
for talks with President Sheikh 
Zayed Ben Sultan A1 
Nahayan, the official news 
agency WAM reported. It gave 
no further details of the visit 
but Egypt and the UAE have 
been involved in mediation to 
end Yemen's political crisis. 
Two Egyptian and UAE minis- 
ters met separately with Yeme- 
ni President Ali Abdullah 
Saleh and his rival. Vice Presi- 
dent Ali Salim A1 Beidh in 
Sanaa and Aden this month 
and gave letters from their 
leaders. They later reported 
progress and another Egyptian 
delegation will go to Yemen 
soon. “There will be a visit to 
Yemen by an Egyptian delega- 
tion soon but its date has not 
been set yet," Egyptian 
Ambassador in Sanaa. Ataa 
Harun, was quoted on Satur- 
day as saying by the UAE 
magazine A1 Shuruq. Mr. 
Mubarak earlier met Sultan 
Qaboos during a visit to 
Oman, which has brought the 
Yemeni leaders together but 
foiled to end the impasse. 

Iranians attack U.N. 
offices in Tehran 

NICOSIA (AP) — Demon- 
strators Saturday pelted the 
U.N. building in Tehran with 
stones and eggs and burned the 
( U.S. flag to protest interna- 
tional inaction on Bosnia- 
Herzegovina, the Isalmic Re- 
public News Agency (IRNA) 
reported. But the U.N. resi- 
dent coordinator in Tehran, 
Michael Schulenburg, the only 
foreign staffer in the office at 
the time, told the Associated 
Press by phone that the “de- 
monstration was very small 


Syria welcomes 

Rabin comments 
on settlements 
as step for peace 


DAMASCUS (Agencies) — 
Syria on Saturday welcomed 
Israeli Prime Minuter Yitzhak 
Rabin's offer to dismantle Jew- 
ish settlements on the Golan 
Heights as a step forward but 
said peace was impossible 
without a full withdrawal from 
the Golan. 

The official Syrian newspap- 
er Tishreen, referring to re- 
marks by Mr. Rabin on Thurs- 
day that he would evacuate 
settlements for the sake of 
peace, urged him to turn bis 
words into deeds. 

“We could say that a step 
was made by Rabin when he 
recognised the necessity of dis- 
mantling settlements and that 
peace, not settlements, would 
provide security,” Tishreen 
said. 

It added: "... Rabin knows 
well that peace with Syria is 
impossible without the return 
of the whole Golan...'* 

Mr. Rabin, who as Israeli 
army chief seized the Golan 
Heights during the 1967 Mid- 
dle East war, said he would 
dismantle Jewish settlements 
there, in return for peace. He 
stopped short of Syria's de- 
mand for full Israeli withdraw- 
al. 

Tishreen noted that U.S. 
Secretary of State Warren 
Christopher was due to start a 
new peace mission to Israel 
and its Arab neighbours on 
Sunday, (see page 10). 

“We hope that Rabin’s re- 
marks are not a manoeuvre on 
the occasion of Christopher’s 
tour because the peace process 
is stalled and the chances of 
peace me narrowing day after 

Mr. Christopher will meet 
Syrian President Hafez Al 
Assad next week to discuss 
how to break a deadlock in the 
Syrian-Israeli peace negotia- 
tions. He is also due to meet 


Israeli leaders, including Mr. 
Rabin. 

“Giving a statement here or 
a statement there by Rabin is 
not enough. Intentions, if they 
are true, should be translated 
into action on the ground,” 
Tishreen added. 

“... The achievement of the 
slightest progress would be im- 
possible without a dramatic 
change in the Israeli position.” 
Tishreen said. 

The Israeli daily Haaretz 
said Israel would give Mr. 
Christopher an outline peace 
accord with Syria referring to 
an Israeli withdrawal from the 
Golan. 

Mr. Rabin told reporters 
Friday that dismantling settle- 
ments was inevitable and he 
hinted that it would happen in 
foe West Bank and Gaza Strip 
as well as the Golan Heights. 

“Once we'll reach an agree- 
ment about peace treaties with 
an Arab country or some Arab 
factor, then the issue will be 
brought up.” he said. 

Mr. Rabin had said Thurs- 
day that he was ready to dis- 
mantle settlements on the 
Golan heights for peace with 
Syria, his first explicit commit- 
ment to moving settlers. 
Palestinian spokesmen said' 
they were pleased, even 
though Mr. Rabin had con- 
fined his remarks to negotia- 
tions with Syria. 

On Friday, Mr. Rabin went 
further, saying settlement was 
impossible wherever Israel 
evacuated. 

“Whichever areas we decide 
to vacate for peace, I will not 
ask the Israeli settlers to stay 
there,” he said. 

Israel and the PLO are close 
to signing an agreement that 
will introduce limited Palesti- 
nian self-rule in the Gaza Strip 

(Continued on page 5) 


Self-rule talks in 
decisive week 


TUNIS (Agencies) — Talks on 
Palestinian self-rule in the 
occupied territories enter a 
crucial week on Sunday with 
the Palestine Liberation Orga- 
nisation (PLO) saying the 
onus is on Israel to supply 
responses on issues obstructing 
the path to a deal. 

And while PLO Chairman 
Yasser Arafat has spoken of 
the drawn-out peace process 
reaching the end of a “long 
march,” Palestinian officials 
are not allowing themselves to 
celebrate prematurely. 

Talks on security in the 
occupied territories are to re- 
sume on Sunday in Cairo and 
economic cooperation talks are 
being held on Monday in Paris, 
while U.S. Secretary of State 
Warren Christopher starts a 
Middle East tour during the 
week when he is expected to 
meet Mr. Arafat and Israeli 
officials (see page 10). 

Mr. Arafat is tentatively ex- 
pected to fly to Cairo on Tues- 
day or Wednesday to meet Mr. 


Christopher and also to be 
close to Palestinian negotiators 
if completion of the accord 
looks likely, PLO sources said. 

“... We are expecting 
Israel’s definite responses to 
several pending issues in secur- 
ity ana economic areas.” a 
dose aide to Mr. Arafat told 
Reuters. 

But although PLO officials 
have intensified their prepara- 
tions for taking over the Gaza 
Strip and the Jericho area of 
the West Bank, PLO officials 
are not over-confident that a 
deal can be reached. 

“It is difficult to make a 
prognostication, there are still 
some important issues which 
need solutions,” PLO Execu- 
tive Committee member Yas- 
ser Abed Rabbo said. 

The negotiations are now in 
their fifth month and have 
already missed two of the 
deadlines set in the preliminary 
agreement Israel and the PLO 

(Continued on page 5) 



A poficeman guides the victim's father (right) 
away from the Sidon court execution chamber 
after Bassam Saleh Mouleh, 22, was hanged on 


Saturday for the rape and murder of his eight- 
year-old daughter (AFP photo) 


Lebanon carries out first 
legal execution since 1983 


SIDON (Agencies) — A 23- 
year-old man was hanged at 
daybreak Saturday for the rape 
and murder of an eight-year- 
old girl. It was the first legal 
execution in Lebanon in more 
than a decade. 

Bassam Saleh Mosleh went 
to die gallows at 5:10 a.m. 
(0210GMT) in the courtyard of 
the house of justice in the old 
quarter of Sidon, provincial 
capital of South Lebanon. He 
was declared dead two minutes 
later by Coroner Moueen 
Bsousi. 

Lebanon reactivated the 
death penalty last month in a 
bid to restore law and order 
after the 1975-90 civil war. in 
which rival militias set up their 


own courts and put dozens of 
alleged criminals to death. 

Capital punishment for pre- 
meditated murder was sus- 
pended in 1984 under interna- 
tional pressure. But a sharp 
rise in crime rate in the last 
three months prompted the 
government to terminate the 
suspension. 

“The era of erecting the 
scaffolds has begun.” Presi- 
dent Elias Hrawi said before 
the execution. 

As part of its law-and-order 
drive, the government was 
cracked down on the Lebanese 
Forces, a former militia group 
whose leaders are being in- 
terrogated in connection with 
assassinations and bombings 


(see page 2). 

Mosleh, a Muslim, was told 
he was going to be hanged only 
45 minutes before the execu- 
tion. He prayed in his prison 
cell and was given his final rites 
by a Muslim cleric. 

“I am innocent,” he told the 
cleric. Sheikh Fuad Masri, who 
countered: “No, you’ve com- 
mitted a crime.” 

About 150 spectators were 
kept about 250 metres away 
from the execution site by 
police, who had cordoned off 
the area since Thursday night 
They were allowed to view the 
dangling body half an hour 
after the hanging. 

(Continued on page 3) 


Regent deplores 
violence in sports 

Federation adopts disciplinary 
action against 2 soccer clubs 


By P.V. Vivekanand 
and Aleen Bannayan 

AMMAN — His Royal High- 
ness Crown Prince Hassan, the 
Regent, on Saturday deplored 
the violence that erupted dur- 
ing a football match in Amman 
on Friday and called on the 
youth to live up to the spirit of 
sportsmanship. 

In comments on radio and 
television, the Regent said the 
violence was particularly de- 
plorable since it came as “the 
world is bracing to watch the 
World Cup (tournament winch 
begins in the U.S. on June 17) 
on television." 

The Regent noted that youth 
conferences had always stres- 
sed that “sports are not a 
muscular or physical quest, but 
are a moral issue.” 
Expressing pain and regret 
over all forms of violence, the 
Regent called on the youth, 
“regardless of their origin, to 
give due .care and attention to 
sports and sportsmanship.” 
Many other officials, includ- 
ing Minister of Youth Abdul- 
lah Oweidat and sports com- 
mittee beads, condemned the 
violence and called on the 
youth to abstain from such a 
behaviour which damages the 
image of the country. 

“Those who do not under- 
stand sportsmanlike behaviour 
should stay away from our 
sports arena,” Mr. Oweidat 
said. “We do not need those 


who undermine public safety 
and distort the image of our 
sports movement.” 

It was a rare case of mass 
violence in Jordan, which last 
witnessed a serious clash 
among soccer fans in 1985 at 
the same stadium and pitting 
the supporters of the same two 
dubs. 

More than 100 people were 
injured in Friday’s riots that 
started with a clash on the field 
chiring a match between Al 
Faisau and Al Wihdat sports 
dubs watched by more than 
20,000 people. The clash was 
sparked when two players 
lacked each other after a tack- 
ling incident during play. 

As the two hit each other, 
their colleagues on the ground 
joined the melee, and fans 
from the two sides dashed with 
each other. In the ensuing 
frenzy, facilities at the 
recently-innovated stadium 
and the nearby King Hussein 
Youth Gub were damaged. 

Thirty minutes into the 45- 
minute free-for-all, the match 
was officially called off. Police 
used tear-gas to disperse the 
crowd. Several policemen were 
also injured. 

Also hit in the violence were 
vehicles parked outside, in- 
ducting the buses of the two 
teams and a bus belonging to 
Radio Jordan. 

The tone for violence during 
the match appeared to have 
(Continued on page 5) 


Senators 
debate law 
on municipal 
councils 


AMMAN (Petra) — The Up- 
per House of Parliament 
(Senate) held a meeting 
Saturday under the chair- 
manship of Speaker Ahmad 
Al Lawzi and in the presence 
of Prime Minister Abdul 
Salam Al Majali and Cabinet 
members. 

The Senate endorsed a 
draft law on military service 
as it was referred to it by the 
Lower House after introduc- 
ing minor amendments to it. 

The Senate also started de- 
bate on the 1994 municipali- 
ties draft law, and approved 
the first two paragraphs of 
article one. The senators 
were divided over supporting 
the views of the Lower House 
or the government on the 
third paragraph which de- 
fines the percentage of 
elected and appointed mem- 
bers of the Greater Amman 
Municipal Council. 

The Lower House version 
of the paragraph stipulates 
that the number of members 
appointed by the Cabinet in 
the council should not exceed 
half the number of the 
elected members. 

The government's draft of 
the paragraph states that the 
number of elected and 
appointed members should 
be equal. 


Palestinian shot dead in Gaza 


GAZA CITY, occupied Gaza 
Strip (Agencies) — Israeli 
troops and settlers shot dead 
one Palestinian and seriously 
wounded another on Saturday 
after an Israeli woman was 
knifed in a settlement in the 
Gaza Strip. 

Later in the occupied West 
Bank, unknown assailants shot 
dead a suspected Palestinian 
collaborator in a street in Heb- 
ron and an Israeli soldier was 
seriously wounded when a 
Palestinian fired at him in Nab- 
lus. 

Military and Palestinian 
sources said three Palestinians 
cut through the security fence 
surrounding the Gaza settle- 
ment at dawn and then stabbed 
a 22-year-old woman who lived 
there. She suffered serious 
chest wounds. 


Settlers and troops rushed to 
the scene and opened fire on 
the Palestinians, killing one 
and seriously wounding 
another, who was arrested. 
The third fled. 

The Israeli woman was 
rushed to hospital by helicop- 
ter. 

The army sealed off the 
area, part of the Gush Katif 
group of settlements near 
Khan Yunis, and launched a 
manhunt. Residents of Khan 
Yunis said many young Palesti- 
nians were arrested. 

The Islamic Resistance 
Movement, Hamas, daimed 
responsibility for the stabbing. 

On Thursday, Hamas 
claimed responsibility for the 
stabbing death of an Israeli 
soldier whose body was found 
dumped in a West Bank village 
just north of Jerusalem. 


Also Saturday, 50-year-old 
Joudeh Abu Sneineh was shot 
dead as he repaired bis car 
along a roadside in Hebron. 
Palestinian reporters said Abu 
Sneineh was killed as a sus- 
pected informer for Israel. 

On Friday the armed wing of 
Fateh and Hamas — the Fateh 
Hawks and Izzedin Al Qassam 
— signed an accord to end 
months of internecine conflict. 
It included a one-month 
amnesty for alleged collabor- 
ators. but only applied to the 
Gaza Strip. 

A military spokesman said a 
Palestinian man shot and 
seriously wounded an Israeli 
soldier in Nablus Saturday. 
Witnesses said he was guarding 
a police post at the time. The 
army later imposed a curfew 
on the district. 


World pays tribute to Nixon 


NEW YORK (Agencies) — 
Tributes flowed in from 
around the world Saturday for 
Richard Nixon, whose di- 
plomatic triumphs from Mos- 
cow to Beijing stood in stark 
contrast to his legacy as the 
central figure in the whirlpool 
of Watergate. 

Nixon, who died Friday at 
age 81 following a stroke, con- 
tinned until the end of his life 
to offer behind-the-scenes 
advice to many of the world's 
power brokers. 

Nixon never recovered from 
a stroke he suffered Monday at 
his home in Park Ridge, New 
Jersey. His daughters, Julie 
Eisenhower and Triria Cox, 
were by his side. 

Nixon, the nation’s 37th 
president and the first to resign 
the office, never regained con- 
sciousness after he sank into a 
coma Thursday at New York 
Hospital -Cornell Medical Cen- 
tre. 

He bad left a living will that 
said he wanted no extraordin- 


ary measures taken to prolong 
his life and he was not put on a 
respirator, which might have 
relieved swelling m the brain. 
It is unlikely be could have 
recovered from partial para- 
lysis and loss of speech. 

Leaders from Washington to 
Beijing praised Nixon’s accom- 
plishments, his political savvy 
and his dedication, despite the 
political storm called Water- 
gate that forced him to resign 
in 1974. 

The former congressman, 
senator, vice president and 
president left “his mark on his 
times as few national figures 
have done in our history,” 
President Bill Gin ton said. 

‘To be sure, he experienced 
his fair share of adversity and 
controversy, but his resilience 
and his diligent desire to give 
something back to this country 
and to fee world provide a 
lesson for all of us about main- 
taining our faith in the future,” 

(Continued on page 5) 



lids official White House photo shows the late Soviet leader Leonid 
Brezhnev (left) with then President Richard Nixon, who died 
Friday (AFP photo) 


Serbs race against ultimatum clock 


SARAJEVO (R) — Bosnian 
Serb forces defying toe threat 
of immediate North Atlantic 
Treaty Organisation (NATO) 
air strikes poured shells into 
Gorazde and its ammunition 
factory on Saturday. U.N. 
military observers in the town 
said. 

They appeared to be raring 
to complete their objectives in 
the U.N. “safe area” before a 
U.N. deadline for them to 
withdraw by 0001 GMT on 
Sunday or face massive retalia- 
tion from the air. 

The Bosnian Serb Army 
(BSA) unleashed a ferocious 
tank, artillery and infantry 
assault despite NATO's warn- 
ing and a noon (1000 GMT) 
ceasefire agreed with toe U.N. 
by their political and military 
leaders. 

A Muslim commander told 
toe U.N. observers that fight- 
ing was heavy around the Pob- 
jeda ammunition factory, a 
third of which has fallen to the 
Serbs during an onslaught that 
has killed 100 people a day this 
week. 

He said toe Serbs mined 
their part of toe plant and hit 
the rest with at least 30 shells in 
an attempt to destroy the Mus- 
lims' capacity to arm them- 
selves. 

The NATO ultimatum on 
Friday gave alliance comman- 
ders the power to hit the Serbs 


immediately if fighting con- 
tinued but U.N. sources said 
authorisation was refused by 
United Nations envoy Yasushi 
Akashi. 

“Akashi is absolutely firm 
nothing should happen before 
the (deadline),” the sources 
said. “We are not prepared for 
anything before that. He must 
give toe formal go-ahead for 
air strikes.” 

Mr. Akashi, who has been 
criticised by the U.N. and 
NATO military for inderision, 
negotiated the ceasefire on Fri- 
day with Serb leaders including 
BSA commander General Rat- 
ko Mladic. 

The source conceded toe re- 
newed fighting was ominous 
and added: “we gave them a 
last and good chance. Akashi 
went toe extra mile and if the 
Bosnian Serbs cannot get their 
act together fast, they will have 
brought it down on their own 
heads, literally.” 

In an apparent signal that 
the U.N. believed toe Serbs 
would withdraw from Gorazde 
at some time on Saturday, a 
convoy of U.N. peacekeeping 
troops left Sarajevo during toe 
afternoon for the town 70 
kilometres to toe east. 

The Serb attack after an 
overnight lull prompted fears 
that Gen. Mladic, a hardline 
Serb nationalist contemptuous 
of toe West and political res- 


traint, may have opted for a 
showdown with NATO. 

The U.S. -led alliance 
ordered him to withdraw his 
forces three kilometres from 
the centre of Gorazde by the 
Sunday deadline ana 20 
kilometres from the town by 
Wednesday. 

U.S. Defence Department 
officials said a task force of 200 
NATO jets was on standby in 
Italy and toe Adriatic in readi- 
ness to attack up to 60 Serb 
gun positions if Gen. Mladic 
did not obey. 

The BSA accused Gorazde 's 
defenders of provoking toe re- 
newed fighting on Satorday 
with artillery and small arms 
fire wfaidi killed two Serb sol- 
dieis and wounded two. 

U.N. military spokesman 
Dacre Holloway acknow- 
ledged. there had been some 
Muslim firing but said toe “in- 
discriminate” Serb response 
had been out of proportion. 

The U.N. observers and 
Gorazde Mayor Ismet Briga 
reported scores of artillery and 
tank rounds hit the Muslim 
town shortly before noon and 
firing continued well into the 
afternoon. 

Mr. Briga said toe hospital 
wa s^in flames. The observers 
confirmed the building was hit 
and said the northwest and 
northeast suburbs were under 


attack by the Serbs who have 
killed almost 700 people in 
Gorazde and surrounding 
Muslim villages since laun- 
ching their offensive on March 
29. 

The ultimatum was issued, 
after a week of Serb humilia- 
tion of U.N. peacekeepers as 
forces personally led by Mladic 
brushed aside ceasefires, 
downed a NATO jet and sus- 
pended relations with toe U.N. 
in retaliation for two symbolic 
NATO air strikes. 

The offensive against 
Gorazde has cost Bosnian 
Serbs the support of Russia. 
Foreign Minister Andrei 
Kozyrev backed the ultimatum 
although Moscow earlier criti- 
cised NATO’s involvement. 

He told Interfax news agen- 
cy the BSA’s actions ‘issued a 
criminal challenge to the 
elementary norms of humane 
behaviour, to the demands of 
toe United Nations and also of 
Russia." 

U.N. hopes to evacuate 
some of toe worst casualties of 
the fighting by helicopter to 
Sarajevo and abroad on Sun- 
day if toe Serbs comply with 
the ultimatum. 

The NATO decision on air 
strikes also covers four other 
safe havens — Tuzla, Zepa, 
Srebrenica and Bihac — if the 
Serbs threaten or even appear 
to threaten them. 
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Israel seeks peace 
dividends from Gulf 


By John West 

Renter 


TEL AVIV — Israel’s first 
official trip to a Gulf state has 
whetted the appetite of 
policymakers and business- 
men who see the lucrative 
and high importing Gulf 
Arab markets as a real di- 
vidend of Middle East peace. 

For all the talk of a Middle 
East common market, 
Israelis increasingly home in 
on Gulf states as their region- 
al trading partners of the 
future, rather than neigh- 
bours like Syria, Jordan and 
Lebanon. 

Deputy Foreign Minister 
(Yossi Beilin, who led 
Israel's team to multilateral 
talks on water in Oman, said 
he met senior officials from 
Oman and other Gulf states 
on the sidelines to discuss 
bilateral trade ties. 

“Cooperation with Israel is 
something very tangible for 
them. Israel’s economic ties 
with the Gulf countries could 
be much more intensive than 
with our neighbours. There is 
much more complementarity 
with the Gulf countries,” be 
told reporters. 

While the Israelis talk of 
breaking psychological bar- 
riers, Gulf-based diplomats 
warn them not to expect too 
much too soon. 

So far only Oman and 
Qatar have held public talks 
with Israel. Qatar is in- 
terested in Israel as a regular 
customer for its huge gas 
reserves but says trade must 
wait until Israel signs peace 
with all its Arab negotiating 
patterns 

Israeli businessmen say 
they have met counterparts 
from the other Gulf states, 
including Saudi Arabia, in 
contacts that have intensified 
since the Israeli-Palestine Li- 
beration Organisation (PLO) 
agreement in September. 

“The advantages of peace 
with Syria are more political 
than economic. But as far as 
the real economic dividends 
of peace, they lie in the 
Gulf.” said Dan Gfllerman, 
chairman of the Israel cham- 
ber of commerce. 

“Israel’s gross domestic 
product of $67 billion is more 
than that of Egypt, Syria, 
Jordan, Iraq and the territor- 


ies combined,” he told Reu- 
ters. 

Mr. Beilin said Israel had 
identified semi-arid agricul- 
ture, medical services, hi- 
tech electronics and training 
as sectors where Israel could 
dovetail with the needs of 
Gulf countries. 

For states like Oman and 
Bahrain, planning for life 
when oil exports dry up, 
Israeli technology could help 
them diversify and get closer 
to food setf-suffidency. For 
Israel, their combined im- 
ports of over S 5 billion repre- 
sent sizeable markets. 

Mr. Beilin said the de- 
salination Oman relies on for 
water supplies costs $2 per 
cubic metre, three times 
more expensive than Israel’s 
own production: “If they can 
reduce the price of desalina- 
tion, for them it will be a very 
big revolution.” 

For Qatar and to a lesser 
extent Kuwait, energy-scarce 
Israel could offer useful tech- 
nology in exchange for oil 
and gas and help diversify 
their trading partners., an im- 
portant consideration for the 
small and import-reliant 
states. 

One analyst of Tel Aviv’s 
stock market said he ex- 
pected the exchange’s index 
to jump as much as 15 per 
cent following any Israeli-Sy- 
rian peace deal. But fuelling 
the boom would be trade 
prospects in the Golf and 
elsewhere, rather than with 
the Arab countries that bor- 
der Israel. 

Arab diplomats say Syria, 
afraid of being left out, is 
working hard to stop the 
mutual economic interests of 
Israel and Gulf states bearing 
fruit before it strikes its own 
peace deal. 

The Syrian press launched 
blistering attacks on Israel’s 
participation in the Oman 
talks and Syrian diplomats 
have led efforts to make sore 
an Arab League boycott -to 
Israel stands. 

Tm sure Iran is not very 
happy at Israel developing 
ties in the Gulf. But those 
who are really trying to stop 
it are the Syrians,” Mr. Beilin 
said. 


Rabbani ‘will not resign’ 


KABUL (R) — Afghan Presi- 
dent Burhanuddin Rabbani 
said on Friday he would re- 
main in office until the end of 
the year and not step down in 
June as agreed among quarrell- 
ing .Mujahedeen leader last 
year. 

“I am the legitimate presi- 
dent of Afghanistan until the 
end of the year because I was 
elected as president by the 
people’s delegates,” he said in 
an interview. 

’ “Unless they decide that I 
should hand over power to 
them I will stay on,” he said. 

A council of nationwide de- 
legates met in Kabul in De- 
cember 1992 and voted that 
Mr. Rabbani, leader of the 
Jamiat-e-Islami Party who 
took office six months earlier, 
should remain as president for 
two more years. 

His opponents in the coali- 
tion government that took 
power from the former Soviet- 
backed administration in April 
1992 refused to recognise that 
decision, saying Mr. Rabbani 
had rigged the vote by ensuring 
only his supporters attended 
the council. 

As a result of meetings in 
March. 1993 in Islamabad and 
in June in the eastern Afghan 
city of Jalalabad, leaders of the 
main guerrilla parties agreed 
Mr. Rabbani should remain as 
president until June 1994 while 


radical Hezb-e-Islami leader 
Gulbuddin Hekmatyar became 
prime minister. 

However, Mr. Rabbani said 
the decision to elect Mr. Hek- 
matyar as prime minister was 
taken to halt fighting in the 
capital Kabul, under attack by 
the Hezb leader since August 
1992. 

“Unfortunately the fighting 
not only did not stop, but 
escalated," Mr. Rabbani said. 
“Hekmatyar does not deserve 
to be prime minister.” 

More than 2,000 people 
have been killed in Kabul since 
Mr. Hekmatyar and his new 
‘ally, ex-communist warlord 
General Abdul Rashid Dos- 
tum, launched a blistering 
rocket and artillery bombard- 
ment of the capital on New 
Year’s Day to try to topple 
Mr. Rabbani. 

Mr. Hekmatyar is insisting 
that he will halt his assault on 
Kabul only if Mr. Rabbani 
resigns. 

“If I resign there will be a 
vacuum of power in the coun- 
try,” Mr. Rabbani said. “But I 
am ready to deliver my power' 
to the council by which I was 
elected in December 1992.” 

However, Mr. Rabbani said 
that the battle for supremacy 
could not be resolved on the 
battlefield, where the two sides 
appeared to have fought each 
other to a stalemate. 


Geagea’s political career may be over 


BEIRUT (Agencies) — The 
detention of Samir Geagea 
for questioning about a 
church bombing and the mur- 
der of a rival Christian leader 
may be the final blow to one 
of Lebanon's most controver- 
sial warlords. 

Political analysis say that 
even if Dr. Geagea, bead of 
the banned Lebanese Forces 
(LF), was found innocent of 
tiie Feb. 27 church bombing 
that killed 11 people and the 
1990 murder for Dani Cha- 
moun and his family, his poli- 
tical career may not survive. 

The Maronite leader, who 
hails from the mountain vil- 
lage of Bsharri in northern 
Lebanon where the first 
Maronite monks took refuge 
in the Middle Ages, por- 
trayed himself a man of faith 
with a mission to preserve his 
Christian community. 

“The Lebanese Forces 
gave 10,000 martyrs to de- 
fend the church, now they 
accuse it of bombing a 
church. It is not possible,” 
Dr. .Geagea, 42, said in 
March before the LF was 
banned and several members 
charged with the attack. 

“What else is there? Short- 
ly they will accuse me of 
crucifying Christ,” newspap- 
ers on Friday quoted Dr. 
Geagea as saying before his 
detention. 

During Lebanon’s 1975-90 
civil war. Dr. Geagea, a for- 
mer medical student addres- 
sed by following as hakim 


(doctor), inspired devotion as 
the only man his followers 
believed strong and wily 
enough to guarantee Christ- 
ian security. 

But many Muslims and 
some Christians see him as an 
Israeli-backed bandit and kil- 
ler who will scop at nothing to 
keep any government weak 
and the Maronites dominant. 

His name was. linked to 
many disastrous Christian 
military defeats, as well as 
wartime atrocities. 

Dr. Geagea> became noto- 
rious when he led an attack on the 
village home of Toni Fran- 
jieb, son of former President 
Suleiman Franjieh in the ear- 
ly days of the civil war. 

Toni, his daughter and wife 
and a number of bodyguards 
were killed and Dr. Geagea 
suffered a serious shoulder 
injury. His right arm has still 
not recovered. 

In 1986 he led a rebellion 
against LF chief Elie 
Hobeika, who had signed a 
Syrian-backed peace pact 
with Muslim warlords. Mr. 
Hobeika was ousted. Dr. 
Geagea became LF comman- 
der and annulled the agree- 
ment. 

Adamantly opposed to Sy- 
rian influence in Lebanon, he 
agreed to the 1989 Taif 
accord that ended the civil 
war only after rebel Christian 
General Michel Aoun laun- 
ched a four-month war to 
crush the LF in 1990. 

Gen. Aoun failed and Dr. 


Geagea stood by as Syrian 
'troops ousted him on Oct. 13, 
1990. the day officially 
accepted as the end of the 
war. 

In the last months of the 
war and first weeks of peace, 
Dr. Geagea suggested a 
federal system, giving Christ- 
ians their own self-governing 
region. His critics accused 
him of wanting to split Leba- 
non into religious cantons. 

A keen reader of political 
books, Dr. Geagea is married 
with no children. 

The clampdown of the 
Lebanese Forces underlines 
the complex political and 
sectarian forces still in play in 
Lebanon as it struggles to re- 
build after the 15-year war. 

It could well presage simi- 
lar moves against the Iranian- 
backed Hizbollah, the only 
militia which has not been 
disarmed under the 1989 Taif 
accord. 

Hizbollah refuses to lay 
down its weapons, claiming 
they are needed to fight the 
' Israelis occupying a strip of 
South Lebanon. 

It opposes Prime Minister 
Rafik Hariri, a billionaire 
from the rival Sunni Muslim 
sect. So far he has been un- 
able to justify moving against 
Muslims fighting to literate 
occupied Lebanese soil. 

But, with a Mideast peace 
settlement in sight, he may 
have to soon, and eliminating 
weakened Christian oppo- 
nents first clears the way to 


bring those who defy central 
authority to heel. 

The government outlawed 
the Lebanese Forces March 
23 after the onetime militia’s 
offices were seized and sever- 
al leading members arrested 
for tbe church bombing. 

That was a for cry from the 
dosing years of the war, 
when Dr. Geagea ruthlessly . 
ruled the Christian hinter- 
land, saying be was protect- 
ing the westernised Maro- 
nites from Muslim domina- 
tion. 

But even under siege, he 
was defiant, delcaring: “No- 
thing in this world would 
make us change our convic- 
tions.” 

He denied involvement in 
the church bombing and the 
Chamoun slaughter. He 
claimed Mr. Hariri is out to 
weaken the disorganised and 
largely leaderless Maronites, 
the main Christian sect which 
dominated Lebanon until the 
war. 

During that conflict. Dr. 
Geagea’s Lebanese forces 
was tbe most powerful 
Christian militia. 

Still, the 6,000-strong force 
voluntarily disarmed in 1991 
under the peace plan, even 
though that shifted the ba-i 
lance of power to the Mus- 
lims. 

Dr. Geagea transformed 
the militia into a political 
party that spoke for right- 
wing Maronites. 


Iraqi diplomats said to 
confess murdering Suheil 


BEIRUT (AP) — Two Iraqi 
diplomats have confessed to 
participating in tbe April 12 
assassination of a prominent 
opponent of the Iraqi regime, 
judicial sources said. 

Hadi Hass an, a low-ranking 
diplomat at the now-closed Ira- 
qi embassy in Beirut, and Con- 
sul Ali Sultan Darwish, were 
apprehended by Lebanese 
plainclothes detectives at 
Beirut airport Thursday. 

Tbe arrests came moments 
before the suspects and three 
other expelled diplomats pre- 
pared to board a flight out of 
the country. The other diplo- 
mats were allowed to leave. 

Mr. Hassan and Mr. Dar- . 
wish were wanted for question- 
ing in connection with the 
assassination of Sheikh Taleb 
Ali A1 Suheil, a key figure in a 
1993 plot to overthrow Iraqi 
President Saddam Hussein. 

Mr. Darwish is allegedly an 
intelligence chief who master- 
minded the assassination. He 
and Mr. Hassan had been 
holed up at the embassy since 
the murder. 

Investigating Magistrate 
Abdullah Bitar interrogated 
the pair for 12 hours Friday at 


police headquarters in Beirut, 
said the judicial sources. 

Mr. Hassan confessed that 
he opened fire from a silencer- 
equipped pistol as the 64- year- 
old Al Suheil answered the 
door at his Beirut apartment, 
the sources said. A1 Suheil was 
killed with a single bullet 
through the heart. 

Mr. Darwish admitted he 
participated in planning the 
murder, said the sources, who 
requested anonymity. 

The two were ordered 
booked in solitary confine- 
ment. 

Mr. Hassan and Mr. Dar- 
wish join two other Iraqi diplo- 
mats in police custody. Iraqi 
Cultural Attache Mohammad 
Kadhem and Commercial 
Attache Khaied Alwan Khalaf 
were arrested hours after the 
murder. Authorities say they, 
too, have admitted complicity 
in the killing. 

A Lebanese employee of the 
Iraqi embassy, George Tered- 
jian, who allegedly drove the 
diplomats to A1 Suheil’s apart- 
ment, has been arrested and 
charged with complicity in the 
slaying. 


Iraq helps close loopholes 
in chemical arms data 


BAHRAIN (AP) — Iraq, 
which destroyed all docu- 
mentation of the chemical 
weapons programme it was de- 
veloping before the Gulf war, 
helped U.N. inspectors gather 
information about the arsenal 
through a special seminar of 
Iraqi experts, a U.N. official 
said Friday. 

Horst Reeps, a German, 
who heads a seven-member 
team of U.N. chemical 
weapons inspectors, spoke to 
reporters upon return from a 
four-day trip to Baghdad. 

Without documentation of 
the chemical weapons prog- 
ramme, Mr. Reeps said his 
team “had to search for in- 
direct proof’ which Iraq 
helped provide through a semi- 
nar where its experts “recol- 
lected data.” 

Also provided were “quite 
credible” handwritten copies 
of original purchase orders, 
customs papers and other 
peripheral documentation, in- 
cluding electricity bills for pro- 
duction sites, said Mr. Reeps. 

Mr. Reeps said his team still 
needed to evaluate the new 
information and check it 


against data they already have. 

The U.N. Security Council 
ordered the elimination of 
Iraq’s stock of chemical and 
biological arsenals, ballistic 
missiles and a nuclear weapons 
programme after Iraq’s defeat 
m the 1991 Gulf war. Its re- 
solutions also called for the 
installation of a monitoring 
system to prevent the acquisi- 
tion or production of these 
weapons. 

An oil embargo and sweep- 
ing trade sanctions that were 
imposed on Iraq after the Au- 
gust 1990 invasion of Kuwait 
can be lifted only after Bagh- 
dad has complied with the 
U.N. resolutions. 

• The sanctions have left 
Iraq’s oil-based economy in 
tatters with severe shortages in 
basic commodities contributing 
to growing public discon- 
tent. 

•U.N. inspectors have re- 
ported the Iraqis being much 
more compliant in recent 
months. The change of attitude 
is attributed to tbe bite of the 
trade sanctions and the Bagh- 
dad government’s desperate 
desire for them to end. 


Papandreou: Denktash has accepted U.N. moves 


WASHINGTON (AFP) — 
The leader of the Turkish com- 
munity on Cyprus may have 
accepted U.N. measures aimed 
at building confidence on the 
divided island of Cyprus, 
Greek Prime Minister Andreas 
Papandreou said Friday. 

Mr. Papandreou, on a visit 
to Washington, said an aide to 
President Bill Clinton had told 
him that Turkish Cypriot lead- 
er Rauf Denktash may have 
agreed to support the U.N. 
measures. 

“This I did not know until I 
came to the White House. If 
so, it’s a good sign,” Mr. 
Papandreou said at a joint 
White House press Conference 
with Mr. Clinton. 

The measures include 
reopening the international 
airport in Nicosia under U.N. 
supervision and placing the 
tourist resort of Varosba, a 
suburb of Famagouste port. 


under U.N. control. 

The Greek and Turkish 
communities in Cyprus have 
until the end of the month to 
agree on steps designed to 
build trust between the Greek 
and Turkish communities. 

“The United States supports 
die U.N. confidence-building 
measures,” Mr. Clinton said. 
“We have better conditions to 
resolve the differences be- 
tween Greece and Turkey and 
to have a new basis of responsi- 
ble and fair cooperation than 
at any time in a long while." 

Mr. Clinton and Mr. Papan- 
dreou also discussed Bosnia 
and Macedonia during their 
meeting. 

Mr. Clinton said the United 
States understood Greece’s 
worries about Macedonia, 
which Greece accuses of hav- 
ing designs on a northern 
Greek region of the same 
name. Mr. Clinton said, 
however, that he was “more 


optimistic” about chances of 
resolving the dispute. 

Greece has ordered an 
embargo against Macedonia to 
try to force it to stop using 
what Greece says are wholly 
Cheek symbols and making 
what Athens considers pro- 
vocative statements about 
northern Greece. 

Greece protests Macedo- 
nia’s official use of the star of 
Vcrgina, an ancient symbol 
associated with Alexander the 
Great, a Macedonian credited 
with spreading the Greek gul- 
ture. 

“It was not with pleasure 
that we imposed an embargo, 
with the exception of food mid 
pharmaceuticals, on Skopje,” 
Mr. Papandreou said, referring 
to the Macedonian capital. 

“We are prepared to lift the 
embargo, to normalise econo- 
mic relations folly, to vote for 
the membership of the state in 
the CSCE (Conference on 


Security and Cooperation in 
Europe), to support an agree- 
ment within the European 
Community and that state, 
provided simply that (Skopje) 
does one act: Remove tbe sun 
of Vcrgina and declare that die 
constitution in those particular 
articles is not valid,” Mr. 
Papandreou said. 

Mr. Papandreou ’s offer did 
not indude the dispute over 
the country’s name, which 
Greeks say they alone have the 
right to use. Mr. Papandreou 
said be would keep “tbe ques- 
tion of the name, which is a 
difficult one, as a matter of 
negotiation.” 

Mr. Clinton said “we are 
hopeful that an agreement can 
soon be reached that will lead 
to the Hftrng of the trade 
embargo and a resumption of a 
dialogue to resolve the legiti- 
mate differences which Greece 
is concerned with.” 


Palestinian police chiefs 
pledge to 
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GAZA CITY, Occupied Gaza 
Strip (AFP) — Senior mem- 
bers of the future 
police force P*c*lged to i respect 
human rights here Friday, but 
a leader of the Islamic Resist- 
ance Movement Hamas voiced 
fears that the Palestine Ij Dera- 
tion Organisation (PLO) 
would dominate the force*. 

PLO and Hamas officials 
discussed the future 9,000- 
strong force, due to be de- 
ployed in Gaza and Jericho, at 
a seminar organised by the 
Gaza branch of the London- 
based human rights organisa- 
tion Amnesty International. 

They were meeting on the 
day PLO Chairman Yasser 
Arafat's main Fateh faction 
signed a truce with Hamas to 
end months of conflict. They 
pledged to resolve their differ- 
ences through dialogue in fu- 
ture. ... , 

It was the first high-level 
public debate between tbe two 
rival groups. 

The Palestinian police are to 
be sent into Gaza and the West 
Bank town of Jericho once 
Israel and the PLO have re- 
solved outstanding problems 
delaying the launch of Palesti- 
nian self-rule. The negotiators 
are due to resume talks in 
Cairo Sunday. 

They are still divided over 
the scope of Palestinian law in 
the future autonomous terri- 
tories, tiie composition of a 
Palestinian governing council 
and the issue of prisoner re- 


Tbe police force will consist 
of 7,000 diaspora Palestinians 
and 2,000 from the occupied 
territories. 

“We don’t want tiie Palesti- 
nian police to be blacklisted by 
human rights organisations,” 
said General Ziyad Aref of the 
PLO. 

Mr. Arafat had recently 
appointed Ibrahim Abu Daqa 
as his special advisor cm human 
rights, Gen. Aref said. 


Mr. Abu Daqa is a lawyer 
and resident of the Gaza Strip, 
currently living in Tunis. 

Mr. Arafat has been criti- 
cised from within his own 
ranks for an allegedly author- 
itarian leadership style, and 
several senior Palestinian offi- 
cials have pressed for more 
democracy in the PLO. 

Gen. Aref said some of the 
future Palestinian policemen 
had received training with the 
International Committee of 
the Red Cross in Cairo and 
Amman. 

Another senior PLO official, 
Rashid Abu Sbbak, said there 
could be “do success without 
democracy.” 

“We don’t want Palestinians 
of one style, one voice.” he 
added. 

However, a Hamas leader 
challenged the pledges given 
by the PLO. “Ziyad (Aref) has 
presented a rosy picture, and 
Rashid (Abu Shbak) impro^d 
on it,” said Mahmoud 711 
Zahhar. 

“Let us be realistic. We have 
worries concerning Palestinian 
power and human rights.” 

Mr. 7-ahhar raised doubts 
about tbe future of some 150 
private mosques in Gaza run 
by families, which came under 
neither the Israeli-controlled 
religious endownments author- 
ity, nor the Muslim body re- 
sponsible for religious proper- 
ty, the Waqf. 

The private mosques are 
generally controlled by Hamas 
or Fateh. 

“Will they be nationalised?” 
asked Mr. Zahhar. 

He also voiced concern that 
most of the police force would 
be recruited from diaspora 
Palestinians and PLO mem- 
bers. 

“This is good, but we are 
also afraid. We hope people 
from abroad won't be given 
posts (in the police) according 
to loyalties.” 


45 drown off Syrian coast ^ 

DAMASCUS (AFP) — Forty-one primary schoolchildren and 
four women teachers drowned when the boat they were in 
sank off the coast of northern Syria Friday, the official Syrian 
news agency SANA reported. The children were on an 
excursion off the port of Latakia. Rescuers saved 19 other 
children and tookthenrtcr hospital. A search was underway for 
those missing, SANA said/The agency did not say how many 
people were on board the bbat.when the accident happened. 

Suspected thieves lynched iri Morocco 

RABAT (AFP) —Two men were stoned to death by an angry 
crowd after being caught stealing from shoppers at a market, 
the Moroccan news agency MAP reported late Friday. Local 
officials at Fkih Ben Salah in the high Atlas tried to intervene 
but they were too late to save the two robbers, one of whom 
died at the scene and the other in hospital. MAP said. 

Russia, Turkey to boost military ties 

MOSCOW (R) — Russia and Turkey may “sharply” raise 
their level of military cooperation in the near future. ITAR- 
TASS news agency said on Friday. TASS said the possibility 
was discussed in talks between Russia’s First Deputy Prime 
Minister Oleg Soskovets and visiting Turkish Defence Minis- 
ter Mehmet Golhan. The agency did not give details. The 
European Parliament condemned human rights abuses in 
Turkey on Thursday and called on European Union govern- 
ments to follow Germany's example and cut off military aid to 
Ankara. Germany suspended arms shipments to Turkey 
earlier this month after allegations that weapons supplied by 
Bonn were used to fight separatist Kurds in southeastern 
Tuikey. TASS quoted Mr. Golhan as saying Turkey was ready 
to discuss the possibility of Russian participation in construct- 
uig several small nuclear power stations in Turkey. Mr* 
Soskovets said Russia was ready to consider construction of a 

£* kt* 1 * e r£° m S trough Turkey and the former Soviet 
republic of Georgia. 

16 feared drowned during Egyptian school outing 

CAIRO (AP) — Fifteen elementarv-school ouoils rnd a 

ffieywem fora^lmi^hr ^ app l re " t,y drowned Friday when 
?o ce W ^ T ht - e sw,m dunn S a holiday beach outing, 
churoed^^the^ may c have killed bv wav* 

NoiS of ?he b^d^ eiTanean Sea J* hi f* season^ winds, 
searches would ^n^^ 00 ^’ but Monties said 
Beach, near a liehthni?^ The “ cc lS enl ha PPened at Baltim 
SSoTthe SS2 ® £ *•.*£“ >75 kilometres north 

were among 62 children seed deIt ?- ^ v,cnms 

Friday at the beach ? three adults spending 

near the beach. Police^td^he^M^u? 01 !]- a P rovincialsc!wo1 
father of one of the 15 rnM £ ,sappeared *“ 
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HomeNews 

Minister briefs Cabinet on 
Middle East water meeting 


JORDAN TIMES. SUNDAY, APRIL 24. 1994 3 


AMMAN (J.T.) L The 
Cabinet Saturday listened to a 
report by Minister of State for 
Foreign Affairs Talaf A1 Has- 
san on Jordan’s participation in 
a Middle East conference on 
water issues held in Muscat on 
April 5. I 

The conference J sponsored 
by the United Statss and Rus- 
sia, was part of thrfra unilateral 
parley launched/ within the 
framework of the Arab-Israeli 
peaceprocess in /Jctober 1991. 

Jordan was represented by 
Ali Ghazzawi in an observer 
status only h with the King- 
dom's deciSim to link its re- 
turn to the pace process to the 
lifting of tie siege on Aqaba. 

Mr. Ghizzawi had told the 


meeting that he could not sup- 
port or oppose the decisions 
taken at the meeting before 
Consulting with the Jor danian 
government, but later 
announced that he was with- 
drawing his statement to help 
the participants reach a resolu- 
tion, according to a Cabinet 
statement. 

Earlier reports said that the 
meeting readied concensus on 
several concrete proposals for 
cooperation in water conserva- 
tion. the use of the existing 
resources and the introduction 
of modem methods to help 
reduce tensions that could 
arise due to water issues. 

The statement said that the 
Council of Ministers set up a 


six-member committee to con- 
duct a study on the areas where 
pan of the railway passes 
through the Amman' region. 

The committee, which com- 
prises representatives of the 
ministries of transport, plan- 
ning. tourism, awqaf. soda! 
development, and municipal 
affairs, would work out a set of 
plans and present their findings 
to the Cabinet at a later date. 

In addition, the Council of 
Ministers listened to reports by 
a number of Cabinet members 
on the outcome of their tours 
in several regions. The minis- 
ters conveyed demands and 
i nquests made by the local 
inhabitants and local councils. 


JCO considers another option 
for farmers to pay back debts 


By a Jordan Times 

Staff Reporter 

■ } 

AMMAN — Jordanian far- 
mers,’ particularly Jordan 
Vaflej farmers, continue to 
be initiated by about JD15.5' 
rralKcp to the Jordan Coop- 
erati’p Organisation (JCO) 
despite the organisation's 
plain to reschedule the debts, 
offer other incentives and 
writi off part of the interest 
on me related loans, accord- 
ing /to Jamal Bedour, JCO 
diroaar general, so the JCO 
is considering another op- 
tion, lie added. 

The JCO had offered the 
farmer!, some of whom have 
debts dating back to the 
1970s. : tempting repayment 
plans *ver a 10-year period, 
said Dr. Bedour. But, he 
said, mfortunately some far- 
mers are still unwilling or 
unahe to pay back their 
debti. 

D*. Bedour told the Jordan 
Thnss that at least 90 per cent 
of tkq indebted farmers have 


either paid or started to repay 
the loans, but the rest, of 
whom 60 per cent live in the 
Jordan Valley, are still reluc- 
tant. 

He said the JCO is now 
contemplating a new repay- 
ment plan whereby the JCO 
would contact the concerned 
farmers and ask them to pre- 
sent their own plans for re- 
payment which would be 
accepted by the JCO. 

Should the farmers still not 
respond, he said, the JCO 
would be forced to tal legal 
action through the go.. :oors 
and courts who would seize 
fanner’s properties and sell 
them at auctions in order to 
pay off the debts. 

Dr. Bedour said the loans 
were made from the deposits 
of cooperative societies 
which were kept in the JCO 
bank and as such, he added, 
these funds are now being 
re-claimed by their rightful 
owners. 

Referring to the agricultu- 
ral cooperative societies’ con- 


tributions to the national eco- 
nomy, Dr. Bedour said that 
they provide 50 per cent of 
the total food production in 
tbe Kingdom, especially 
eggs, milk and table salt, and 
the cooperatives own 36 per 
cent of the total number of 
cattle and 11 per cent of the 
sheep in the country. 

Asked about the JCO's 
assistance to the coopera- 
tives, Dr. Bedour said that 
the organisation continually 
provides farm equipment, 
fertiliser;, pesticides, seeds 
and animal feed for JD2 mil- 
lion annually at subsidised 
prices to encourage produc- 
tion. 

Referring to the most re- 
cent development project. 
Dr. Bedour said that the JCO 
last year embarked on a five- 
year pasture development 
plan which entails mainte- 
nance of 50,000 dunums in 
the wildlife reserves, planting 
20,000 other dunums with 
trees and shrubs and drilling 
30 water wells. 


HOME NEWS IN BRIEF 


Kin4 receives cable from Arafat 

AMMAN (Petra) — His Majesty King Hussein 
Saturay received a cable froOf Palestinian leader . 
Yasse Arafat congratulating him on the success 
of hiirccent surgery. The King was operated on 
his Iff ear in London Thursday. Mr. Arafat 
wishd King Hussein continued good health and 
bappfress. King Hussein received similar cables 
from! Upper House of Parliament Speaker 
Ahmid Lawzi and Director of the General 
Intelkence Department Lieutenant General 
Mustpi A 1 Qaisi. 

PH ice Ra’d meets with Islamic 
republics teams 

(Petra) — Chief Chamberlain Prince 
Zeid met at the King Abdullah Mosque 
ly with heads of delegations from the 
republics of the former Soviet Union who 
' celebrations marking the end of restora- 
on die Dome of the Rock. The Prince 

Jordan’s endeavours to safeguard the 

holy places in Jerusalem and disrussed with the 
detentions exchanges of scholarships for stu- 
dent? studying Arabic and religion. 

Minister opens building 
m^erials exhibit 

AMKAN (Petra) — Minister of Public Works 
and Housing Abdul Razzaq Ensour Saturday 
openid the Fourth Jordanian Exhibition of 
Bulldng Materials which displays samples of 
predicts by 60 local Arab and international 
firms The exhibition, which is held at the 
Inter ational Fairs Centre at Marj A1 Hama m, 
has leen organised by Hikxnat International 
Estal ishment in cooperation with the Ministry 
of Piblic Works and Housing. In addition to 
btoldftg materials, the exhibition displays trac- 
tors me innatic drills, and other heavy mac hinery 
used Si construction. Among the foreign coun- 
tries isvolved in the exhibition arc Turkey, the 
United Kingdom, Sweden, Switzerland and 
Saucf Arabia. The organisers said that many of 


the participating firms plan to engage local agents 
to market their products. or launch joint invest- 
ment schemes. .• j 

Jordan, 

AMMAN (Petra) — Jordanian and Pakistani 
officials opened a meeting Saturday to review 
prospects for promoting trade, joint investment, 
industry, agriculture, technology, higher educa- 
tion, health and communications. The two sides 
reviewed progress in PaJdstani-Jordan'an coop- 
eration in some of these fields over the past years 
through the help of specialised committees set up 
for this purpose. 

Workshop on agricultural 
extension services to start 

AMMAN (Petra) — A regional workshop on 
agricultural extension services is due to open at 
the Jordan InterContinental Hotel Monday. The 
workshop, which was organised by the U.N. 
Food ana Agriculture Organisation (FAO) and 
the U.N. Economic and Social Commission for 
Western Asia (ESCWA), will discuss the use of 
water for irrigation and the chemical substances 
in agricultural production. 

Kingdom to attend agricultural 
meeting in Bahrain 

AMMAN (Petra) — Jordan is to take part in a 
pan-Arab meeting on agricultural products ex- 
change due to open in Bahrain Monday. Tbe 
three-day meeting will discuss facilitating the 
flow of agricultural products among Arab states. 

JUST to hold environmental 
workshop 

RAMTHA (Petra) — The Jordan University of 
Science and Technology (JUST) Thursday will 
organise a regional workshop on the environ- 
ment. The four-day meeting will tackle research 
on ways to protect the environment in Lebanon, 
Syria, Jordan, Kuwait and Bahrain. 


WHAT’S GOING ON 


The following listings are compiled from 

monthly btiJstms and the daily Arabic press. 

Readers aie advised to verify th e _ Bate d time 

and place with the concerned institutions. 

BALLET 

-jV Ballet p erfo rm a nce (Swan Lake, Bolero, 
Rmu» and Jufiet) at the main theatre of the 
Royal Cultural Centre at SHOT p-m. 

FILMS 

"fr Children’s video film in German hitt fl ri 
“Zirri-Das WoHttnes-cbaT’ at the Haya 
Cultural Centre at 5:00 p-m. (60 minutes— 
with [subtitles in Engfisb). 

* t Um aitided “JFK” at the American Centre 
at 5:00 p-m. (205 minutes). 

; EXHIBITIONS 

■jV F.YWh ition of women's home-made prodnets 
(fadoding ceramics, sweets and handicrafts) 
at die Royal Cultural Centre. 

-fit Exhibition of paintings by artist BahjjahiU 
finirfm at Alia Art Gallery (TeL 639303). 

-ir “Spring Exhibition” of Jordanian industrial 


products at the World Exhibition Centre, 

U ni ve r s ity Road ( 11:00 a.m. - 10:00 pjm.) 

(TeL 847113). 

•fir American Promotion Week *94 at the Am* 
man lnternatfotal Motor Show, Airport 
Highway (12:00 a.m.-10:00 p.m.) (Tel. 
714211). 

fir Exhibition by artist Mustafa A1 Hallqj at 
Baladna Art GaHery, Gardens Si. ffeL 
687598). 

* Exhibition by artists Alia Ammoura. 
Dorothy Mango, Hind Naser, Janiue Saaf, 
Lucy Marto, Tete Wegetius at Ab’ad Art 
Gallery (lOriJO a.m. - fcOO p.m.) (Teh 
8X9861). 

■fit Friiiwti»m by Jordanian and Iraqi artists at 
the Italian L anguage Centre (9d>0 a.m. -8:00 
P-m.) (TeL 669348) 

☆ Jordanian- Iraqi contemporary exhibition by 
over 80 artists at Am Art Gallery in Wadi 
Saqra (9-JO am-8:00 p.m.) (TeL 644451). 

fit Exhibition of sculptures and drawings by 
Jordanian sculptor Samer Tabba. Also show- 
ing ^“permanent” exhibition of 56 Arab 
contemporary artists at Darat A1 Fonon of 
tbe Abdul OBameed Shoman Foundation in 
Jabal Luwribdeh (TeL 643251/2). 


Britain calls siege on Aqaba ‘excessive’ 

ACC chief tells visiting British trade delegation 
future joint ventures require foreign equity share 


By Ian Atalla 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — The United 
Kingdom feels that the cur- 
rent U.N. enforced naval 
blockade of Aqaba should be 
modified, said British 
Ambassador to Jordan Peter 
Hinchriiffe Saturday at the 
Amman Cham', .r of Com- 
merce (ACC). 

“My government has felt 
for some time that the block- 
ade is excessive, and that 
Jordan is suffering as a re- 
sult,” said Mr. Hincbdiffe. 
“We would like to see a 
change in the method of how 
the U.N. regulations are en- 
forced.” 

“As well, British exports to 
Jordan have suffered as a 


result of this blockade,” Mr. 
Hincbdiffe said at tbe ACC 
meeting with a visiting com- 
mercial delegation of the 
South of England Exporters 
Association (SEEA). 

Mr. Hinchdiffe spoke after 
ACC President Mohammad 
Asfour emphasised to the 
ambassador and the SEEA 
delegation Jordanians’ sense 
of indignation and frustration 
towards the blockade, and 
said that since it had begun, 
“some 1 ,800 ships have come 
to Aqaba, and not one ship 
was found in violation of the 
U.N. resolutions.” 

Members of the ACC also 
said that more ways should 
be found to address the vastly 
unequal trade balance be- 
tween the two nations. 


Whereas England exported 
JD 127.9 million worth of 
goods and services to Jordan 
in 1993, according to avail- 
able statistics, Jordanian ex- 
ports to England totalled a 
mere JD 2.5 million in the 
same period. 

The ACC suggested an in- 
crease in joint venture pro- 
jects between Jordan and 
Britain to the SE£A delega- 
tion as a means towards alle- 
viating the current situation, 
but Mr. Asfour cautioned 
that “we have suffered before 
in such programmes.” 

At times in the past, he 
explained, foreign partners in 
such joint ventures had made 
only minimal equity invest- 
ments in the projects and 


then, partially into the pro- 
jects’ execution, “they pot 
squeamish and ran away*" 

“Now, we feel that 'any 
foreign partner in a joint 
project in Jordan must have 
an equity investment in it.” in 
order to guarantee a certain 
lev-! of commitment on their 
part, he said. 

Mr. Asfour also said that 
British food exporters had 
apparently faced some diffi- 
culty in their business with 
Jordan lately because of the 
current toughening of Jorda- 
nian food and drug surveill- 
ance 

“Maybe we are too cau- 
tious about these things.” 
Mr. Asfour said. “Still, it is 
better to be too cautious than 


not enough." 

He also told the delegation 
that until a comprehensive 
peace plan was worked out 
between Israel and all of its 
neighbours. Jordan had no 
plans to withdraw from its 
participation in the Arab 
commercial bou'Ott of Israel. 

Mr. Htncheliffe told the 
ACC group that Britain was 
currently working on drawing 
up a number of mutual ta\ 
agreements with Jordan 
which would add to facilitat- 
ing trade between the two 
countries. 

The SEEA delegation ar- 
rived in Amman Fridjv even- 
ing after a visit to Lebanon, 
and wiU stay in Jordan unt:’. 
April 2b. 


Visiting Lebanese minis ter 
urges technical education 


1 AMMAN (Petra) — Lebanese 
| Minister of Technical Educa- 
| tion and Vocational Training 
| Hassan Izzeddin Saturday criti- 
j rised Arab countries for focus- 
ing on domestic affairs and 
ignoring issues common to the 
Arab nation. 

Addressing the opening ses- 
sion of a six-day international 
seminar on technical education 
in the Arab World in the 21st 
century. Dr. Izzeddin said that 
the main dangers and chal- 
lenges facing the Arab nation 
as a whole are represented in 
the confrontation with the 
Israeli enemy and the failure of 
all educational projects in the 
Arab countries. 

Gting Lebanon as an exam- 
ple. Dr. Izzeddin said that his 
country's education and voca- 
tional' training programmes 
have so far failed to link train- 
ing with Lebanese economic 
needs, adding that the country 
lacks the concept of dealing 
with pan-Arab issues. 

The meeting was addressed 
at the outset by Minister of 
Higher Education Saeed Tell 
who deputised for His Royal 
tiigbness Crown- Prince. Has- 
satu'rthe Regent. • 

• Underlining the role of voca- 
tional and technical training in 
economic life. Dr. Tell said 
that the Kingdom's 51 com- 
munity colleges have supplied 
the market with a significant 
number of badly needed tech- 
nicians and skilled labourers. 

The Ministry of Higher 
Education contributed towards 
these colleges’ success by help- 
ing them create training prog- 
rammes for students in medical 
and engineering professions. 


computer graphics, printing, 
commerce and agriculture, 
said Dr. Tell. 

But. he said, rapid develop- 
ments in education and voca- 
tional training have necessi- 
tated special requirements for 
more qualified personnel to 
meet the needs of the labour 
market and to contribute more 
efficiently to production needs. 

Suleiman A wad, who repre- 
sented UNESCO (United Na- 
tions Educational Scientific 
and Cultural Organisation) at 
the meeting, outlined his 
office's contributions to the 
Arab World's vocational train- 
ing projects. 

The meeting, organised by 
the Arab Federation of Tech- 
nical Education, is attended by 
delegates from 11 Arab coun- 
tries who will review 45 re- 
search papers submined by 13 
countries, three international 
organisations and five Arab 
institutions. 

The organisers said that 
Arab vocational training and 
technical education, training of 
Arab women and modern 
trends in technical education 
would be the main. features of 
the discussions 1 . ,M 1 
Earlier. tfitf Lebanese minis- 
ter had a meeting with Abdul- 
lah Oweidat, the acting minis- 
ter of education, and reviewed 
educational cooperation be- 
tween Lebanon and Jordan. 

Dr. Izzeddin listened to a 
briefing on Jordan's education- 
al plans. 

The Lebanese minister, who 
is on a four-day visit to Jordan 
which started Friday evening, 
will tour several edaoiional in- 
stitutions in the Kingdom. 


Lebanon carries out execution 


(Continued from page 1) 

"Long live justice,” said Sal- 
man Yassin Mohsen, grand- 
father of Mosleh’s victim. 

“This execution is a relief for 
our conscience and for the 
entire society,” said the 60- 
year-old man, who was in the 
crowd along with several rela- 
tives. “I hope execution re- 
mains for good in Lebanon to 
deter criminals.” 

The wooden scaffold used in 
the last previous execution, tbe 
1983 hanging of Ibrahim Tarraf 
in Beirut's Sanaye Park, had 
been dusted off, refitted and 
shipped to Sidon for the occa- 
sion. 

Mosleh lost a final appeal for 
clemency Thursday when Pres- 
ident Hrawi ratified the death 
sentence handed down by a 
court of law. 

He was convicted of the 
January 1993 rape and murder 
of Miryam Hasan Mohsen. He 
had raped the girl, then 
smashed her head with a rock 
in an orange grove near the 
southern port of Tyre, 80 
kilometres south of Beirut. 

Mosleh's hanging marked 
the first state-sanctioned ex- 
ecution in Lebanon since 1983 
and the 14th since Lebanon 
gained independence from 
France in 1943. 

There has been no vocal 
opposition within Lebanon to 


the death penalty. 

“We Lebanese are all for 
building gallows,” said Yasser 
Adlouni, 23, one of several 
hundred people who bad 
gathered outside the palace 
since dawn, hoping to witness 
Saturday’s hanging. 

“I have seen several militia 
executions, but this is the first 
time I have seen one carried 
out by the legitimate govern- 
ment." 

The government rushed 
through a law making the 
deatb penalty mandatory for 
premeditated murder and 
politically- motivated killings. 
Courts, for the first time since 
the 1970s, are getting tough 
with those found guilty of vio- 
lence crime. 

Four people have been sent- 
enced to death this month. 
Besides Mosleh, they include 
two Syrian soldiers convicted 
of murdering two jewellers, 
and a man who killed three 
police officers. 

Official sources said the Sy- 
rians' file had gone to Presi- 
dent Hrawi and he was likely 
to approve their executions 
soon. 

Prosecutors have also de- 
manded the death penalty for 
15 Palestinians charged with 
murdering a Jordanian diplo- 
mat in Beirut in January, and 
five Muslims who tried to blow 
up a busload of orthodox 
priests in 19 92. 


CONDOLENCES 

The American Women of Amman 

wish to express their sorrow and offer 
their condolences to the Annab family 
on the loss of 

Jean Annab, 

Founding Member and former President of 
the American Women of Amman and dear 
friend to all. 


First mining conference open; 

Government considers establishing 
mineral holding company — minister 


AMMAN (Petra) — The gov- 
ernment is contemplating the 
establishment of mineral hold- 
ing company that would take 
charge of the utilisation and 
marketing of undeveloped 
mineral deposits in the King- 
dom, Minister of Energy and 
Mineral Resources Walid 
Asfour announced Saturday. 

Addressing the opening ses- 
sion of the First Jordanian 
Mining Conference at the Uni- 
versity of Jordan, the minister 
said the government is also 
contemplating the establish- 
ment of a new mining industry 
based on locally-produced raw 
materials. 

Dr. Asfour was addressing 
an audience of 300 engineers 
and specialists in geology, en- 
gineering and mining from 
Arab and foreign countries 
gathered to review 70 working 
papers dealing with Jordan's 
geology and mineral resources, 
oil and gas explorations and 


development of mining indus- 
tries. 

Referring to oil and gas finch, 
the minister said that Jordan 
has made important natural 
gas discoveries in A1 Risheh 
district which are currently ex- 
ploited to produce electricity, 
and oil exploration is con- 
tinuing. 

The ministry is plan mg to 
establish a national company in 
order to take charge of 'oil 
exploration in the Kingdom, 
said Dr. Asfour. 

Despite the limited mineral 
resources of the country, the 
mining industry has been one' 
of the main pillars of the Jorda- 
nian economy, providing re- 
venues of nearly JD477 million 
in 1992, the minister said. 

Underlining the importance 
of raw materials and minerals 
for industry, the minister said 
that his Majesty King Hussein 
has been directing successive 
governments to carefully con- 


sider the mining industry in 
their economic t* -velopment 
plans and to mien v explora- 
tion for new minerals in Jor- 
dan. 

Jordanian Engineers Asso- 
ciation (JEAI President Laith 
ShubeT t and the head of the 
JEA eulogy Department 
Mohammad Abu Tuh.i both 
made speeches calling for the 
utilisation of local mineral re- 
sources in the manufacture uf 
finished industn.il products so 
as to reduce dependence on 
imported products. 

Among the topics to be re- 
newed at the three-day meet- 
ing is the Arab World's con- 
sumption of minerals, factors 
that cause landslides inside the 
mines, the future of the potash 
mining industry, seismological 
activity in the Gulf of Aoaba 
and earthquakes expected in 
.Jordan or in the neighbouring 
regions. 


16-year-old missing girl found, I 
but remains in police custody I 


By Rana Hosseini 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — Souzan Musta- 
fa, the 16-year-old Jerash girl 
who was reported tnissmg 
since March 18, was found in < 
a brothel in Jabal Nuzha on 
April 14 following a raid on 
the house, police and family 
sources said. 

In circumstances that are 
still unclear because of con- 
flicting statements by the 
girl's relatives and police, the 
minor was being held by Irbid 
police and expected to be 
released to her family's cus- 
tody today. 

According to the girl’s 
father, the family had placed 
a second advertisement in the 
newspaper on April 13 and 
received a call from a person 
the same day informing them 
of their daughter's whereab- 
outs. The father then in- 
formed police. 

The caller told the father 
that he had seen Souzan in 
Jabal Nuzha buying chicken. 
He said the girl looked scared 
and was looking around as if 
she was hiding something. 

The man said he became 
suspicious of the girl’s be- 
haviour, adding that he rec- 
ognised her from the pub- 
lished picture in the newspap- 


ers, and decided to follow 
her. 

Souzan. the second daugh- 
ter of Mustafa A., a construc- 
tion worker who lives in 
Jerash camp, left home on 
her own and did not return 
on March IS. 

The family notified all 
police stations and hospitals 
in Jerash, and also placed an 
advertisement in local news- 
papers with a photo of the 
girl. 

In her testimony to police 
on April 15. Souzan said she 
left her home because of 
family problems, and went in 
search of work. 

A Public Security Depart- 
ment (PSD) official told the 
Jordan Times that on March 
IS, Souzan had taken a bus 
from Jerash to Amman and 
got off at Abdali station. 

He said she went to a 
coffee shop and asked an 
Egyptian employee there 
where she could find a job. 

Souzan told police the man 
helped her find 3 job. but she 
later lost it. The youth said 
she went back to the same 
man and asked him for 
another job. Accord g to 
police the man brought her to 
the brothel. 

A neighbour who. partici- 
pated with police and family 


members when they raided 
the Jabal Nuzha house on 
April 14, told the Jordan 
Times that there were at least 
three men and eight women 
in the house including 
Souzan. 

"The first person we found 
was Souzan locked in a bed- 
room,” the neighbour said. 

Police, on the other hand 
said Souzan testified that she 
was living willingly in the 
house. 

Police would only confirm 
the raid, and they would not 
release the official number of 
people arTcsted in the house. 

The PSD official said that a 
government doctor examined 
the girl and said she had not 
had sexual intercourse. 

"The girl was just escaping 
some problems in her house, 
and she only ran away to find 
work," the PSD [old 'the Jor- 
dan Times. 

Police Saturday told the 
Jordan Times that they are 
keeping the girl in custody 
until they receive a guarantee 
from the family that the girl 
will not be harmed. 

"This is a routine we follow 
in such cases because we had 
similar cases whereby the 
father or brother would try to 
kill his daughter after she was 
released." the official said. 



DISCUSSING HIGHER EDUCATION: Uni- 
versity of Jordan Vice-President for 
Academic Affairs Mohammad AJ Maqousi 
Saturday meets with the secretary general 
of the Omani University of Sultan Qaboos, 
Sheikh Hammad A! Gbaflri and discussed 


with him means of enhancing relations 1 
between the two universities. Mr. Gbafiri 
Saturday concluded a several-day visit to 
Jordan at an invitation by the University of 
Jordan. 
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helps peace 


THERE IS more than meets the eye m the 
accord reached Friday between the two military wingsof 
Fateh and Hamas. The deal struck between thetwogoes 
beyond security and non-vfotaice issm es ^ to H P^ c ^ “ 
economic matters that need isolation i rf the Gaza- 
jericho accord between Israel 

tion Organisation (PLO) is to succe^W^theP^ 
Israeli mace t*lk* on the implementation or ttos firet step 
into Palestinian interim self-rule reaches its final 5**®®?! 
PLO C^hman Yasser Arafat’s Fateh movement needs 
tl rtii with the other Palestinian factions m 

c-der to avoid the kind of internecine confab that has 
to occur the minutethe PLO assumes 

control of the Gaza Strip and Jericho. 


No wonder Fateh hastened to label the accord with 
Hamas as a political agreement. “I consider it an 
agreement between Fateh and Hamas, not just the armed 
wings, because the Hawks (Fateh) are not separate from 
■Fateh and AI Qassam (Hamas) is not separate from 
Hamas,” emphasised Ahmad Hilles, a member of 
Fateh’s Higher Committee on the Gaza Strip. This 
assessment appears to be right and reflects faithfully the 
depth and implication of the recent accord. 

The frill extent and scope of the agreement lends 
support to this thesis. Article 1 calls for an immediate 
end to hostile publicity campaigns between the two 
groups. This is obviously a political commitment of 
far-reaching implications. 


The renouncement of all violent means to resolve the 
iSerences between the two groups is also a dear signal 
hoi Fateh and Hamas have entered a new phase m their 
eiaffonsfeip. This relationship seems to fit with remit 
ecorts that Hamas accepts a deal with Israel on certoa 
conditions that sound to be in confonnity with U-N. 
Security Council Resolution 242. The Fateh-Ham as deal 
*oes into regulating strikes and urges students to return 
to school. What is even more interesting in the agreement 
is the decision to freeze the arbitrary liquidation of 
alleged collaborators with Israel for one month, by which 
time the Palestinian police would be in control of parts of 
the occupied territories. By offering all persons suspected 
of collaborating with Israel an opportunity to redeem 
themselves by immediately cutting off all such rela- 
tionships with Israel, the Fateh-Hamas agreement prom- 
ises to bring law and order to the occupied territories. 


Israel should be relieved instead of worried about tins 
inter-Palestinian development. There is no way tm t 
peace and stability can be expected to be maintained m 
the occupied Palestinian territories without Fateh and 
Hamas coming to terms with eat* other. Unfortunately, 
Israeli Foreign Minister Shimon Peres is forecasting 
gloom and doom at the prospect of a lasting deal between 
the PLO and Hamas. Israeli Environment Minister Yossi 
Sar:d was even more blunt in opposing such a develop- 
ment when he said that “if the PLO makes an agreement 
with Hamas there will be no agreement with os. ’ 


This is absurd. Instead of being paranoic about 
' iEler-PaSestinian peace, the Israeli side should welcome 
and promote it. Peace between the Palestinians is (sin 
qua non) for peace between Israel and the Palestinians. 


AiABIC PRESS COMMENTARIES 


RAT Arabic daily Saturday welcomed statements by 
Israeli Prime Minister Yitzhak Rubin who reportedly 
announced that his government would remove all Jewish 
settlements in the occupied lands in the event peace has been 
reached The statements could be considered as an encourag- 
ing step towards ending the deadlock in the peace process, 
especially as they came a>w days before U S Seoem™ rf 
State is scheduled to visit the region, said the daily. Wc 
sincerely hope tha the statements reflect real intennore which 
■ could be soon translated into facts on the ground, it added. In 
order that such statements could become credible, said the 
paper. Israel is supposed to back these words wth drnkand 
start erasing the settlements in the occupied lands. The paper 
said that Mr. Rabin, before any one else, reahsesthat the 
settlements constitute a time bomb ready to blow off any 
minute and destroy chances for peace. Therefore, it is 
incumbent on his government to act now and defuse the 
dancer. 


AL DUSTOUR daily described as an encouraging step reports 
about the agreement concluded between the Palestinian 
resistance groups: Fateh and Hamas. Welcoming the move, 
the paper said that it is high time for the two groups to join 
hands and work together towards achieving the same objec- 
tive. The six-point agreement would open the way for the 
achievement of the aspired Palestinian goals and would deeply 
satisfy the Palestinian masses who continue their struggle for 
liberation, added the daily. It is natural to see differences in 
views over the resistance programmes between the two 
croups, but this could be smoothed over for the sake of 
achieving the common objectives, and it is important for the 
two sides io find appropriate ways to avert any confrontations 
as those witnessed recently, continued the paper. It said that 


the oresent staae in the Palestinian struggle is crucial and very 
sensitive and does not tolerate any confl'n 


lict on the domestic 


nv»r.:. 


Sunday’s Economic Pulse 


By Dr. Fahed Fanek 1 f Afrikaners 


me 


Medical insurance: a prescription for bankruptcy 


IF YOU want to lead a country to unnecessary waste of 
resources and bankruptcy, simply start a comprehensive 
medical insurance scheme for all the people. Such grand 
schemes broke the back of rich countries like Britain and the 


courage, imagination and willing to change ^ as 

At the outset, we should make the pomtthatthe 

. % xL. I aL/v AAnntnr MmIIPA inSUTRIlCCi 


faces wind of 
political change 


ban* 


scuemea uiv** — . __ r 

United States- They have the capacity to eat up to 10 per cent 

. — pj r — . 


of the gross domestic product (GDP) and cause heavy losses ( 
because they normally result in doubling the cost of medical 
care due to waste, exploitation and malpractices by patients on 
one hand and doctors and hospitals on the other. Waste and 
mismanagement should be expected in any project conducted 

by public sector mentality. _ - 

It is surprising that the draft law of medical insurance, and 
the related bye-laws and regulations, which took the Ministry 
of Health six months to formulated, have reportedly cleared 
the council of ministers in 15 minutes, after which they were 
referred to the Legal Bureau, a step which means that the 
council of ministers has approved the project m principle, and 
that the case has been reduced to a matter of leg! wording. 

This phenomenon casts doubt on the credibility of the 
council of ministers probing of issues and the process of 
' decision making, despite the claim of a new spmt m toe 
manner of collective responsibility and decision making by toe 
council under Dr. Abdul Sal am Al Majali. If the annual 
budget of the state can be approved in one short session , and 
the medical insurance project can be passed without being 
challenged, we can simply conclude that some thing is 
seriously wrong in the method of making crucial decisions by 

* It seems 1 that the council of ministers is still under the impact 
of food and medicine crisis which was raised by the Minister of 

.. ... mnntlu Mn vmidi at the 


lU 1UUU auu iiibuivui. — — , - ... 

Health Abdul Rahim Malhas several months ago, which at toe 
time created waves but later went with the wind. That complex 


unit; «✓»*». *»—• — — — - — , - 

may explain the immediate approval of a amiplex ana very 
costly project which was brought to the fore and killed more 
than once in the past. The council is apparently ready to 
approve any project or draft law submitted by Dr. Malhas so 
that no one can accuse the prime minister and other ministers 
of blocking the initiatives of the minister who does not lack 


(SSC) which did not yet start implementing 

found it unfeasible financially. 

On the other hand it is very strange that me government 
passed a huge project, like comprehensive medical insurance, 
without conducting even a simple exercise to calculate ns 
costs. When we asked the minister of health about the cost, ne 
admitted that, “on purpose, no cost was calculated... becaux 
if we define the cost of the project it will never see the light-. 

However, some sources close to the nunistry of healtn 
estimated that the cost will be in the order of JD 80 miuion it 
everything went according to plan. But this figure may doable 
as a result erf unavoidable waste and exploitation. The 
question is who will pay the inflated cost of medical insurance, 
and what is the source of financing if the Treasury alreadyhas 
a huge deficit to cover by increasing taxes and reducing costs. 

The government claims to have a policy of leaving toe 
private sector to operate in all areas of production and sennas 
if it is ready and w illin g to take the responsibility. _Yet the 
government showed willingness to nationalise medical ser- 
vices. This is a socialistic decision which is easy to make, but is 
very difficult to unmake in the future, just like the unfortunate 
deacon to introduce food subsidies in order to solve a passing 
problem, which became a permanent burden which we cannot 
get rid of except with social political pains and over a long 
period of time. . 

Bankruptcy is not the only outcome of the national medical 
insurance scheme. Another result is the drop in the standards 
of the medical service, which wfl] push many to travel abroad 
for medical treatment. The medical sector, which is in toe 
process of becoming a centre of excellence in the Arab World 
and an exporting activity, will in no time decline in iquahty and 
become an importing activity which our overburdened eco- 
nomy cannot afford and our hard-pressed budget cannot 
tolerate. 


By Francis Mdtong*' 8 
Reuter 

for how long? marhle 

The granite and marble 


shrine bmlTiw powerful [Afri- 
kaner rulers 45 yearsago_now 


M. KAHIL 



facS an uncertain future m 

the new South Africa, where 
critics mock it as resembling a 
crematorium or pop-up 

t0 The r Voortrekker Monu- 
ment. hoUest of h£y plaas 

for South Africa s Dutch de- 
scendants known as Afrikan- 
ers, was bom in the age ot 
apartheid and may die with it 
when unprecedented all-race 
elections this month bnng 
black rule after 350 years. 

Outside, a white signpost 
proclaims: “Visitors must be 
suitably dressed. Adults with 
bare feet, ladies wearing 
shorts and gentlemen wear- 
ing sleeveless vest-type shins 
wul not be admitted... No 
animals and.no edibles 
allowed.’' 

A few metres further on, 
another signpost tells visitors 
to observe absolute silence. 

Nelson Mandela's African 
National Congress (ANC), 
widely tipped to win the 
April 26-28 elections, has 
already criticised South Afri- 
ca’s lack of shrines com- 
memorating past black poli- 
tical giants such as King Sha- 
ka, warrior-founder of the 
Zulu nation. 

The Movement’s secretary- 
general, Cyril Ramaphosa, 
says an ANC-led govern- 
ment, likely to take power by 
May, will build “Heroes’ 
Acres” to rebury activists 
who died fighting apartheid. 

Another ANC official, 
Wally Serote, says no deci- 
sion on the future of shrines 
such as Voortrekker has been 
taken but their- place in his- 
tory should be revised. 

To the Afrikaners, the 
Voortrekker symbolises sac- 
rifices of war waged by a 
small band of men and 
women in the 1830s. 

Afrikaner' settlers in the 
Cape trekked into the -in- 
terior to establish- -.-a-home-j 
land and bring “dvilisatidh”- 
to what they regarded as bar- 
baric blacks. 


■tfrikmcni see biblical o- 
soiratiiH hv the incursion bat 
io black, it was an invasion 
and humiliation. _ 

Luthe Bczutdenhout,- 
shrine surerintendent forl5. 
venrs and nmsclf an Afrikan- 
er. spoke if a need to keep 
ihe monunvnt after the land- 
mark polls- 

-1 believi ‘that there is 
room for all *lW — and far 
monuments scy\ as this one 
in our couriiw," he said. 

“1 can't chan A history. I 
can’t change the Tact that I 
am a white marlin black 
Africa. 1 have nowfere to go. 
People will have toVill me if 
they don’t want me fpre,” he 
added. 

His almost tearful wfe Fre- 


H* « 


, • !« sS 

f t .rc 


w 


da stood by as 
ushered visitors in 
cube-shaped shrine. 

A Pretoria socreta 
Afrikaner visiting the 
ment said: “I don t 
what will happen to it uni 


statue of (founding Afn'limer 
nation leader) Paul Kngfer in 
Pretoria's Church Street. 

“Admittedly the past was 
cruel to blacks but 1 hope 
they realise that this btilding 
is part of our histor, our 
heritage. We have so many 
problems — creating jobs- 
and building schools ani hos- 
pitals and ending our ende- 
mic political violence — that 
it would help if the new gov- 
ernment focused on hese.” 

- In neighbouring Zim- 
babwe, which won independ- 
ence from Britain it 1980 
after a guerrilla war tr‘ blacks 
against white settlers Presi- 
dent Robert Mugabt's gov- 
ernment quickly hauled down 
virtually all symbols of col- 
onialism. \ 

It ordered statues oitecil 
John Rhodes, founder q the 
nation once knowii as 
Rhodesia, destroyed, ii re- 
named all streets, roads land 
buildings after prominent 
blacks who led the independ- 
ence war. 


A South African iounalist 
commented: "Obvitusly 


Mandela’s government vould 
have noted what Zimbabwe 
did. Even if Mandela’ lot 
don’t destroy these shrirns — 
and I think ihey.wen ’t — (hey 
will nor be. -she- same apin. 
They will lose their excljsiv- 
itv as the only places hoy to 
South Africans.” 
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Television looks 
to the future 


To the Editor: 

THE ARTICLE by Mr. Rami Khouri (Jordan Times, April 
19) about the future of the media in Jordan prompted me to 
reflea on the recent British experience of new directions m 

broadcasting. , , . 

Everyone, knows the BBC and the high standards it set up 
and continues to uphold, so that the introduction of commer- 
cial television in the 1950s was at first resisted in many 
quarters. However, fears of a degradation in standards proved 
to be largely unfounded, chiefly due to the existence and 
powers of the Independent Broadcasting Authority (IBA), 
whose job it was to assure that rampant commercialism on the 
American model did not take over, and that money-interests 
or government pressure did not bring about political bias. 
While the situation in Jordan is plainly very different, in that 
only state-run television is involved, the relative success of the 
IBA may be taken as an example of how effective such a body 
can be. 

The situation changed again In the 1980s, when a second 
commercial channel was set up, Channel 4. This had a 
different method of bringing in new sources of finance, 
without jeopardising independence or quality. Instead of 
being a large monolithic body with many regular employees, 
Channel 4 had a staff of commissioning editors, whose job it 
was to contract a wide diversity of private companies to 
produce programmes of all kinds. These were subject to the 
same quality-control by the IBA as the programmes on the 
first commercial channel. The model has worked so weU 
administratively that several European countries — most 
recently Denmark, have set up channels on similar Hues. 

But it was the popularity with the public — the artistic 
success — of Channel 4 that took many people by surprise. For 
what the new, independent producers brought with them was a 
more diverse, original creative vision. Many of them young 
and idealistic, operating from very small offices and studios, 
they gave TV a new image, doser to many younger, or better 
educated people's view of life. 

This success has another source, however, which does 
appear to me to have a particular relevance for Jordan. The 
small independent production companies working for Channel 
4 could not simply look to the home market for the funds to 
finance their enterprises. They had to take advantage of the 
expanding European market that developed with the Euro- 
pean Community (EC). The EC, with great foresight, has 
provided many sources of funding to enable programme 
makers to set up co-productions with other countries in 
Europe. Out of this system have arisen many programmes 
which are not purely local, but take account of the experience 
of other European nations. This created a freshness of vision 
through the bringing-together of different assumptions about 
art and life. , . 

The European Community is now, through a scheme called 
Med Media, extending their funding operations to cooperative 
ventures that take in the member countries of the community 
and their neighbours to the East and South of the Mediterra- 
nean. Jordanians will be involved in at least five of the 
Med-Media projects, including several involving prim journal- 
ism, and a number of films. 

My own experience of the operation of these schemes is 
confined to Views of the Holy Land, a documentary drama 
about the Middle Eastern journey of the Scottish artist David 
Roberts, which is being produced by Jordan Television and 
the British company Transworld. As the scriptwriter for this 
oroduction. I have already found my own attitudes challenged 
and developed by the views of the Jordanian participants: the 


Nabil-FGsham Theatre Company. In this sense, the production 
is already a cooperative creation, while Jordan TV’s aim to 
surround the drama with a studio-discussion about Roberts, 
and what he means to Arab admirers of his work, completes 
the process. 

It would, however, be contrary to the spirit of the operation 
if the work stopped there. Douglas Lowndes, the producer 
from Transworid in charge of coordinating the work on the 
British side, will use his time in Jordan throughout the 
shooting and editing period in June and July to discuss with 
Jordanian writers, film-makers and broadcasting officials how 
the coproduction process started with Views of toe Holy Land 
can be continued and expanded in future years. Hopefully any 
future development would incorporate more of the kind of 
training schemes of technicians and other TV personnel that a 
rapidly-changing industry requires, and which are being 
initiated with the present project. 

What does all this mean in the wider context of the crisis in 
the media to which Mr. Khouri refers? As a Londoner with 
only a limited knowledge of Jordanian affairs, I cannot tell 
whether the Channel 4 model, so admired in Europe, has 
anything real to offer in the current situation. But I do know 
from my experience as a scriptwriter that exposure to other 
cultures is nearly always fruitful in the artistic seme and I hope 

S much that schemes like Med-Media will continue to 
tate it for all of us. 


Twenty years and 
still dreaming! 
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To the Editor: 


IN THE early morning sun, Baghdad looked beautiful. The 
night before I coaxed the receptionist at the now famots Al 
Rashid Hotel to give me a "room with a view". With thi sun 
not frilly out, the lighted buildings, the big green gardens vere 
sereue... I almost wept. 

More than 20 years ago, I returned to Amman, my Arab 
home. My heart full of a dream.... 1 close my eyes and set the 
map of the Arab World and see me driving my famly... 
American style... for the weekend to Damascus, to Beirutand 
perhaps (yes in 1973), I also dared dream, to my second Arab 
home Jerusalem. If toe vacation were longer, I dared evei fly 
at a moment’s notice with no preplanning to Baghdad, Dibai, 
Cairo and Riyadh. 

Twenty years on... I still have a dream. But now I am aone. 
Like a dinosaur I am obsolete. After 20 years of Arab ajony, 
we are at long last offered two new border checkpoints. .. 3aza 
and Jericho. 


Susan Bennett, 
London. 


Mostly wrong 


Najwa Khuri-Bulos, M.D., 
Jordan University Hospital, 
Amman. 


To the Editor: 


IN REFERENCE TO Mrs. Woodward letter to the editor 
(Jordan Times, April 7) I most confess that some parts were 
well illustrated and beneficial while the other parts were 
m inim ally appreciated to the readers, precisely to me. 

To be candid, I commend Mrs. Woodward’s effort for 
pointing out the errors in the series of "End of a Brave Man”, 


A ‘thin, tired’ dinar' 


To the Editor: 


ranging from poor subtitles to wrong spelling, poor timing, 
poor English usage and letters left out We hope 


■ hope JTV Channel 
2 will pay attention and correct these lapses in future 
programmes. 

On the other hand, I should not fail to express how egoistic 
Mrs. Woodward’s references were when she emphasised on 
the “prime time” given to African football matches in addition 
to uninteresting Arab series subtitled in English and she went 
on to exhibit parochialism by saying that most foreign ere that 
live m Jordan are women of American nationality married to 
Jordanians and that nearly all of them dislike sports and bate 
football generally. I wonder if JTV Channel 2 was made 
spea'afly for American women that hate sports. And also, I'm 
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surprised how she got the data of foreigners living in Jordan 
and gave the overall conclusion that they are mostly American 


women. Perhaps she must have wanted all toe progra m mes 
aired on the foreign channel to suit her and fellow American 
women. I must wing to her attention that maybe there are 
other nationalities firing in Jordan, which includes Europeans 
and Africans. 

I feel that foreign programmes are not restricted to 
Jord anian s who speak and understand English. Mrs. Wood- 
ward should bear in min d that one man's meat is another 
man s poison. The fact that she bates the programmes doesn't 
rtlf 311 ° fo er foreigners or citizens hate it too. She should 
I fc taui fit>m generalising her personal feelings to others. 

As far as I am concerned, Mrs. Woodward was speaking for 
herself not for other viewers. 
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Lucky Lansky, 

Amman. 
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Israeli, Palestinian artists join 
hands to build a bridge of peace 

By Rosalind Mandine Murphy - -- • - 


Washington— L c«g be- 
fore the negotiators got 
together, a group of Palesti- 
nian and Israeli artiste de- 
cided to break down the bar- 
riers that separate their com- 
munities and through their 
creative work, build a 
“bridge of peace.” 

They did so with a joint 
exhibition in 1982 in Jeru- 
salem. Twelve years later, 
“trough the many ops and 
downs of the peace process, 
the core group is still 
together. Its most recent 
joint exhibition, "Building 
Bridges: Israelis and Palest? 
man Artists Speak” is on 
display at the Meridian Inter- 
national Centre in Washing- 
ton April 20 through July 17. 

Twelve artists from Tel 
Aviv, Jerusalem and other 
parts of the West Bank are 
displaying 46 works in oil, 
acrylic, and mixed media, as 
well as drawings, collages, 
abstracts and sculpture. In an 
extension of the exhibit, 
Israeli artist T amar a Getter 
displays her installation “The 
MQitia Dreams” — a struc- 
ture that looks like a military 
fort — at the nearby District 
of Columbia Arts Centre. 

Participating artists vary in 
age, style and origin, but 
their purpose for showing 
together is to project unity. 
In a statement issued by die 
artists, they explain their 
goals: 

“Our meetings continue to 
emphasise the role of culture 
and art in building bridges of 
understanding between peo- 
ples and in die ability to 
bypass cultural and intellec- 
tual fanaticism from which 
our area has been suffering. 

"The tuning of our exhibi- 
tion purposely coincides 
with that of peace negotia- 
tions in order to add a new 
dimension' to our experience 
and to emphasise the artists' 
commitment to peace for the 
good of future generations.” 

Noting that die artists »l«i 
exhibit their work individual- 
ly and are well-known in their 
own right, ArieHa Azonlay, 
the show's curator, said the 
decision to put on a joint 
exhibition was more political 
than artistic. 

“They will continue to try 
to show together until the 
Palestinians nave a state for 
themselves and die occupa- 
tion is done,” Ms. Azonlay, a 
curator in Td Aviv, said. 

The group first got 
together m 1981 when prog- 
ressive Israeli artists express- 
ed their support for their 
Palestinian colleagues, who 
were finding it difficult, and 
in some cases impossible, to 


enjoy artistic freedom under 
a military occupation. 

In the 1970s, many Palesti- 
nian artists found their works 
confiscated by militar y au- 
thorities and were forbidden 
to paint is the colours of the 
Palestinian flag — red, black, 
white and gre en , Suleiman 
Mansour, an artist living in 
Bir Zeit, said. 

When one artist in Gaza 
was imprisoned for six 
months for creating “political 
paintings,” some Israeli 
artists “came to us and told 
us that we should do a pro- 
test,” Mr. Mansour retailed. 
In this sense, be pointed out, 
“the reason for us being 
together was artistic, because 
artists were afraid fen’ the far* 
of other artists.” 

Their protest translated 
into the fust joint exhibition 
in Jerusalem in 1982. Since 
then, the artists have pot on 
ax least 10 joint exhibitions in 
Israel, the occupied territor- 
ies, Europe and the United 
States. The ar t a o include; 
Nabil Anani, Asad Azi, 
TayseerBarakm, Anion Ben 
David, Taieb Dnweik, 
Moshe Gershuni, Tamara 
Getter, Pamela Levy, Jawad 
Mahmud, Suleiman Man- 
sour, Khalil Rabah and 
David Reeb. 

Just as the peace process 
has been tUfKm if, so too have 
been the artists efforts to 
present joint exhibitions. In 
the beginning, the artists 
could not show in the West 
Bank and Gaza because of 
the military censorship, Mr. 
Mansour’ recalled. Showing 
in Israel also had its prob- 
lems, Moshe Gershtrm, an 
artist from Tel Aviv, added. 
“We showed once in- Haifa 
and a member of Parliament 
tore down the paintings. We 
had many difficulties,” be 
said. 

Despite these hurdles, the 
artists persevered in their 
co mm it m ent to peace and 
understanding. “We know 
that working together as 
artists is realty important to 
make the peace. We have 
been working since 1981. 
From that day we bad wars in 
the Middle East all the time, 
but it didn’t affect (mr work,” 
Mr. Mansour said. 

For the Palestinians, the 
joint exhibitions allow them 
to showcase their culture and 
gain recognition of their 
plight, said Taieb Dnweik, a 
Palestinian artist from Jeru- 
salem. 

“Most of the exhibition on 
the part of the Palestinians 
stresses on the nationality of 
foe Palestinian culture,” Mr. 


Dnweik through an in- 
terpreter. “As an artist, I am 
atcres t ed ^spreading as modi 
as possible of my own cul- 
ture.” 

Cooperating with Israeli 
artists helps to break down 
barriers between the Palesti- 
nians and the Israeli people, 
be said. When Israelis come 
to see the joist exhibitions, ft 
is much more than- people 
just coming to see ait, be 
said. For the Palestinians, it 
means “a kind of recognition 
of our problem.” 

Mr. Dnweik stressed that 
for a Palestinian artist, it is 
impossible to separate an 
freon politics. “We are living 
in am occupation regime ana 
there is no way to pre v ent it." 
be said. His collage paintings 
on exhibit at the Meridian 
Centre reflect this mingling 
of art, culture and politics. 

In one collage, one sees the 
outline of the old dry of 
Jerusalem in the background 
of a golden- window-frame. In 
tins collage, Mr. Dnweik ex- 
plained, be is saying the fu- 
ture of Jerusalem “is not 
dear, it is Worry.” Another 
collage depicts a woman and 
man looking upward s to the 
sky, surrounded by bars. 
Here, Mr. Dnweik snd, he is 
expressing a message about 
Palestinian exiles. 

‘‘Then r families are waiting 
for them and looking through 
the sky, and they can’t see 
them.... The bars represent 
the jail bars that cannot be 
broken, forcing the Palesti- 
nian people in a corner," Mr. 
Dnweik said. He read the 
verse he has written in one 
corner of the collage: “If the 
people want life, bfe will be 
achieved and the bars must 
be broken.” 

Mr. Dnweik noted that he 
often paints a golden moon in 
his paintings, symbolising 
hope: “With the new moon, 
there is new hope. Always 
there is a hope.” 

An interesting example 
showing tile mingling of art 
and politics from the Palesti- 
nian- perspective is Khalil 
Rahab’s untitled piece that 
features traditional Palesti- 
nian embroidery on a Umted 
Nations Works and Relief 
Agency (UNRWA), food aid 
canvas bag, a reference to the 
refngee status of many 
P alestinia ns. 

Israeli artist David Reeb, 
in a painting that resembles 
contact paper of photo- 
graphic negatives, depicts 
children playing soccer along- 
side scenes of Israeli solcfieis. 

Alton Ben David’s paint- 
ings are of the Israeli and 
Arab negotiators sitting at 
tiie conference table at the 


Madrid peace talks in 1991. 
Other pieces are more ab- 
stract, such as Moshe. Ger- 
sb mri's “From that Day and 
Later on,” which depicts pink 
and gray puffs of douds in a 
scene mat evokes a post- 
nudear holocaust world. 

Clearly, the conflicts in the 
region pull at these Israeli 
artists. Tamara Getter, an 
artist from Tel Aviv, discus- 
sed this struggle. 

As an artist in Israel, “you 
are not working for a cause. 
You are working for your 
art... But it is very difficult in 
this historical moment to do 
it and not feel this struggle,” 
she explained. 

Speaking im passionately, 
Ms. Getter contrasted the lot 
of Israeli artists to that of 
Palestinian artists: “Israeti 
artists have easy access to any 
information on what is going 
on in galleries in New York 
or Paris. They are up to 
date... Whereas for the 
Palestinian artists in occupa- 
tion, fife is very difficult. 
They have no access.” 

Furth er m or e, she added, 
Israeti artists have facilities, 
supplies and opportunities to 
exhibit their work that 
Palestinian artists do not 
have. 

“Palestinian painters work 
in terrible conditions.... It is 
something heroic to be a 
Palestinian artist in this situa- 
tion. They want to be artists. 
They don’t necessarily want 
to be painting slogans,” sire 
stressed. 

The joint exhibitions call 
attention to this situation and 
also give Israeli artists an 
opportunity to reflect and 
question their own art and 
culture, Ms. Getter said. 

For Ms. Getter, an under- 
standing of Palestinian cul- 
ture opens up an awareness 
of Israel’s own cultural and 
artistic life as a Middle East- 
ern country: “My feeling is 
that tiie Israeli cultural scene 
is Western in its vision. We 
are interested in our neigh- 
bours in a future Palestinian 
state. We don’t like that 
Israeli culture is oriented 
only towards New York. We 
think it is time to be in- 
terested in what is going on 
around us.” 

Nancy Matthews, vice 
president of Meridian Inter- 
national Centre, said this ex- 
hibition “illustrates the mis- 
sion of Meridian House, 
which is the exchange of peo- 
ple and ideas in the arts in the 
pursuit of international 
understanding.” She said that 
while an itinerary for the 
exhibit is still bong worked 
out, she envisions a two-year 
. tour across the United States. 

USIA 


By Rub Sabbagh 

Reuter 

AMMAN — Five months af- 
ter becoming Jordan’s first 
woman member of the Lower 
House of Parliament, Trajan 
Faisal has made more ene- 
mies than friends. 

Her fiery temper, confron- 
tational style and lade of tact 
have alienated even former 
supporters. Some say her 
series of public battles have 
dealt a severe blow to future 
political opportunities for 
women. 

“Toujan is committing 
political suicide because she 
ts too ambitious and wants to 
change things for the better 
overnight,” said Samir Mada- 
m, a U.S.-educated engineer 
who voted for her in last 
November’s election. 

Within weeks of tire vote 
she had threatened the media 
for what she saw as sexist 
cartoons. She fought with 
two conservative deputies 
and angered even backers 
with her outbursts in the en- 
suing debates. 

The 45-year-old former TV 
personality is unbowed, 
maintaining her abrasive 
style is necessary to bring 
improvements to the lives of 
Jordanians. 

“I feel like a scapegoat 
with many knives pointed at 
me,” Ms. Faisal told a group 
of men and women evaluat- 
ing her tenure. 

The mother of three, who 
rose to fame in earlier battles 
with Islamic fundamentalists 
over subjects like polygamy, 
lashed out at the media, gov- 
ernment and fellow members 
of Parliament. 

Faisal, who has called par- 
liamentarians “lethargic” on 
human rights, said she has to 
teach people the importance 
of democracy. 

“1 am being singled out by 
Parliament and the govern- 
ment because I am investigat- 
ing public rights issues and 
cases of misuse of power.” 
she said. *‘The state- 
controlled media is only pub- 
lishing negative things about 
me.” 

The elegant Monde wife of 
a gynaecologist, Ms. Faisal 
says a confrontational style is 
needed in a Parliament she 
sees as pliant and ignoring 
abuses of power. 

Some original backers 
agree, blaming tribal and reli- 
gious traditions in a conserva- 
tive, male-dominated Muslim 
society for her difficult transi- 
tion. 

“Given the socio-economic 
and political circumstances 
and the structure of Parlia- 
ment, it is a crime to make 
Toujan bear all the responsi- 
bility,” said Wa’el Abu Dal- 
bouh of the leading National- 
ist political party A1 Ahed 
(Oath). 

. “To be alone means a lot, 
in addition to the fact that 
Faisal and her colleagues 
have not fully matured in 
terms of their political and 



Toujan Faisal: "I teach discipline to children, 1 wit] teach discipline to this House 1 * 

DWINDLING SUPPORT 

Five months in Parliament, Faisal j 
makes more enemies than friends 


democratic experience." 

Her election in the first 
multi-party ballot since 19S7 
took most people by surprise. 
It was hailed as a first step 
toward more political rights 
for Jordan’s two million 
women. 

She won 1.885 votes, tak- 
ing one of three seats ear- 
marked for Circassians — 
Muslims who left the Cau- 
casus about a century ago. 
She was one of only three 
women who competed with 
533 men to fill the 80- seat 
Lower House. 

When she ran unsuccess- 
fully for Parliament in 1989. 
Muslim militants declared 
her an apostate, asking in 
vain for a court to annul her 
marriage and grant immunity 
to anyone who shed her 
blood. 

The long-running battle 
with Islamists . the largest 
bloc in Parliament, resumed 
when she took her seat, but 
she found her once consider- 
able support ebbing away. 

Last month, Pariiament re- 
fused to lift the immunity of a 
member Ms. Faisal had ac- 
cused of hurling insults — 


and an ashtray — in a clash 
during a debate on security. 

Ms. Faisal, incensed that 
59 of 62 deputies present in 
the 80-seat house opposed 
stripping Jamal AI Khraishah 
of immunity, vowed to pur- 
sue him in 'the courts when 
Parliament recesses and his 
immunity automatically 
lapses. 

“I teach discipline to chil- 
dren. I will teach discipline to 


Upper House of Parliament I 
(the Senate). \ 

But there is concern her j 
breakthrough could be 
wasted. 

"The way in which she 
manages her viewpoints and 
any crisis that faces her does 
not correspond to the re- 
quirements of politics and di- 
plomacy,” said Asms Khad- 
er, head of the Jordanian 
Women's Union. 


“The way in which (Toujan Faisal) 
manages her viewpoints and any crisis 
that faces her does not correspond to the 
requirements of politics and diploma- 
cy,” Asma Khader, head of the Jorda- 
nian Women’s Union. 


this House,” Ms. Faisal 
shouted before storming out 
in protest. 

Many political activists and 
feminists argue the con- 
troversy reflects the struggle 
as politics and society are 
liberalised. Women are about 
12 per cent of the workforce 
of 550,000. One woman is in 
the cabinet and two in the 


“We even asked her to 
deal calmly and rationally 
and to look for solutions, not 
to escalate crises.” Ms. 
Khader, a leading lawyer and 
human rights activist, told 
Reuters. 

”But unfortunately, it 
seems she does not like to 
listen or to discuss sugges- 
tions." 


Regent deplores violence 
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(Continued from page 1) 

been set when Wihdat goal- 
keeper Nasser Ghandour and 
defender Yousef Amouri hit 
each other in an argument over 
- who was to be blamed for a 
* 67th -minute goal scored by 
Faisali. It was the second 
Faisali goal against none in the 
match. 

That incident passed without 
disrupting the match, but Mr. 
Ghandour was stabbed as be 
was returning home late in the 
evening. He was discharged 
after treatment on Saturday, 
Al Wihdat Club officials said. 

Most of the injuries sus- 
tained during the melee at the 
stadium were superficial. Hos- 
pital sources reported a few 
moderate wounds, but none of 
them of a life-threatening na- 
ture. 

In an ironical twist, Al 
Wihdat fans attacked their own 
dub Friday night, causing se- 
vere damages, Wihdat camp 
residents said. The situation in 
the c am p, on the southern out- 
skirts of Amman, remained 
tense Saturday, but no serious 
incidents were reported. 


It was not as if the match was 
crucial to either side and fan 
disappointment had led to vio- 
lence. Al Faisali leads the Fixst 
Division table by 13 points 
over Al Wihdat ana was 
assured of the tide three weeks 
ago. AI Wihdat was placed 
second when another conten- 
der, Al Hussein, lost in a 
match played on Thursday (see 
round-up on page 9). 

An unknown number of fans 
wens arrested at the stadium 
and its surroundings after Fri- 
day’s violence in which every- 
thing in sight was attacked and 
damaged. Police officials de- 
clined to release any informa- 
tion on the number of the 
detainees. “Investigations are 
continuing,” said an official. 

Isam Arrda, director of the 
Al Hussein Sports Qty. esti- 
mated damages at between 
JD 7,000 and JD 8,000. Chairs 
were broken, security fences 
were tom down, floodlights 
and toilets were damaged, and 
the stadium was Uttered with 
debris, resembling a battle 
scene when it was all over, 
witnesses reported (the match 
was not carried live on televi- 


sion). 

Mr. Arida said repair work 
was immediately launched. He 
expected the stadium to be 
bade to normal in two days. 

Meanwhile, the Jordan Soc- 
cer Federation met under the 
chairmanship of His Royal 
Highness Prince Abdullah to 
discuss the violence and de- 
cided: 

— To expel from the federa- 
tion and bar for life Rateb Al 
Awadat of AI Faisali and Al 
Wihdafs frnad Al Zaghal. 

— To bar three Al Wihdat 
p la yers. Jihad Abdul Mun’em, 
Samer Bablouz and Ali 
Mahmoud, from playing in 
three matches; 

— To levy die cost of all 
damages at the stadium from 
the two clubs and impose an 
extra fine of JD 1,000 cm Al 
Wihdat. 

To consider as final the 2-0 
score of the Faisali- Wihdat 
match when the violence dis- 
rupted its play. 

Meanwhile, administrators 
of the two dubs were holding 
what was expected to be a 
reconciliation meeting. A joint 
statement was expected. 


World pays tribute to Nixon 
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leader during a March txij 


Mr. Clinton said. 

Nixon has spent much of the 
last 20 years out of the public 
eye and his funeral services will 
be low-key for a former head 
of state. 

His body was taken to an 
undisclosed funeral home 
where it will remain until it is 
flown to Yorba Linda, Califor- 
nia, his birthplace, on Tues- 
day, bis office said. His body 
will not lie in state in the 
Capitol. 

Services will be held 
Wednesday afternoon at the 
Richard Nixon Library and 
birthplace. He will be buried 
next to his wife, Pat, who died 
last year. 

Mr. Clinton ordered govern- 
ment flags to be flown at half- 
staff ana declared the day of 
Nixon’s funeral a national day 
of mounting. 

Rev. Billy Graham, a long- 
time Nixon friend, will offici- 
ate. Eulogies will be delivered 
by President Clinton, Senator 
Robert Dole and California 
Governor Pete Wilson. 

Boris Yeltsin, annoyed when 


non 
trip to 

Moscow, praised his “great 
political experience.” China’s 
official Xinhua news agency 
called him “an old friend of the 
Chinese people.” 

Russian President Boris 
Yeltsin said he had always 
valued Nixon’s guidance in 
shaping a post-Soviet Russia. 

“I am grieving,” Mr. Yeltsin 
said in a statement Saturday. 
“I am shocked by the death not 
only of an extraordinary man 
but also of one of the greatest 
politicians in the world.” 
“His attitude to Russia may 
not have been love, but it was a 
special attitude,” Mr. Yeltsin 
said in an interview with CNN. 
“He took it all to heart. He 
gave the advice of a wise politi- 
cian... to which I personally 
paid a lot of attention.” 

Just last month Nixon visited 
Moscow. 

In Beijing, where in 1972 
Nixon shook hands with Pre- 
mier Zhou Enlai and symboli- 
cally ended decades of hostility 
between China and the United 
States, China's top leaders 
praised the former president 


Self-rule talks in crucial week 


:% 


(Continued from page 1) 
signed in -Washington in 
September. 

Mr. Abed Rabbo said the 
remaining issues included the 
extent to which Palestinian law 
will prevail over Israeli law in 
the occupied territories. 

Other PLO sources, giving 
details of issues still to be 
settled, cited such topics as 
winch telephone area codes 
^ would be used in the occupied 
territories. 

The of the areas to come 

under Palestinian control has 
still to be fixed, the sources 
said. 

“The problem of the Jencno 
area win be decided at a sum; 
mit between Arafat and Israeh 
Prime Minister Yitzhak 
Rabin.” one source said. 


Mr. Arafat discussed these 
issues with Israeli Foreign 
Minister Shimon Peres in 
Bucharest on Friday, but PLO 
sources said there were no real 
negotiations. 

“We hope we have some 
concrete results next week,” 
Mr. Arafat said after the talks. 

Mr. Peres told Israeli corres- 
pondents in Bucharest, Roma- 
nia, that he would meet Mr. 
Arafat next Thursday to set the 
exact place and time for Mr. 
Arafat and Mr. Rabin to sign 
an agreement, Israel Radio 
and Channel Two television 
both reported. 

Mr. Arafat and his top 
lieutenants are discussing 
agreements reached with 
IsraeL 

The officials said Mr. Arafat 


was to ask the PLO leaders to 
approve agreements concluded 
between PLO and Israeli nego- 
tiators in Cairo and Paris mid 
also those reached between 
himself and Mr. Peres. 

PLO sources, speaking on 
condition of anonymity, said 
Mr. Arafat has told senior 
PLO officials that he expects 
an agreement to be signed be- 
tween himself and Mr. Rabin 
in Cairo on May 2. 

A top Israeli negotiator said 
that Palestinian rule would 
muddy collapse without a mas- 
aye cash infusion in an inter- 
view published Friday. 

Major General Danny Roth- 
schild, the coordinator of army 
activities in the occupied terri- 
tories, said the Palestinians 
needed three times the Israeli 
budget to succeed. 


Syria welcomes Rabin comments 

(Continued from page 1) 


and the West Bank town of 
Jericho. 

The agreement does not pre- 
vent continued Israeli settle- 
ment for a five-year interim 
period, and Mr. Rabin has 
rejected any hint of disman- 
tling settlements, to the extent 
of ignoring pleas from settlers 
who are wiling to move. 

But reports have said that as 
soon as the Palestinian auton- 
omy is under way, as early as 
June, Mr. Rabin will set about 
dismantling settlements in 
problematic heavily populated 
Arab areas. 

Israeli Police Minister 
Moshe Shahal said Friday 
Israel wanted a future peace 
accord with Syria to be im- 


plemented over 10 years to be 
sure Damascus did not still 
harbour hostile intentions. 

Israel wanted an accord 
with Syria to be “implemented 
over a period of 10 years, while 
the Syrians only accept a 
period of three years ana the 
united States envisages seven 
years," Mr. Shahal told a pub- 
lic meeting m Tel Aviv. 

The 10-year period was 
‘necessary to be sure that Syria 
seriously intends to make 
peace with Israel.” 

But Mr. Shahal said an 
accord must be clinched by late 
1995, otherwise it could be 
jeopardised by Israel’s par- 
liamentary elections slated for 
November 1996. 
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outh African unemployment 
bsolutely massive’ — IMF 


Washington (R) — south 

Africa's most pressing problem 
is unemployment on an “abso- 
lutely massive'' scale that must 
be tackled by a new govern- 
ment after all-race elections 
next week, a senior IMF offi- 
cial said Friday. 

“About 50 per cent of the 
labour force can*t find jobs in 
the formal sector of the eco- 
nomy,** said Leslie Lipschitz, 
assistant director of the Afri- 
can Department at the Interna- 
tional Monetary Fund (IMP 7 ). 
Ele was speaking at a news 
conference' ahead of the IMF- 
World Bank spring meeting 
this weekend. 

“The fundamental problem 
is an unemployment rate that is 
absolutely massive,” he 
emphasised. 

The IMF, which loaned 
some $850 million to South 
Africa last December for the 
first time in more than a de- 
cade. has maintained links 
since then with government 
officials and with the African 
National Congress, which is 
widely expected to sweep the 
landmark elections. IMF offi- 
cials said. 

Mr. Lipschitz said sustain- 
able growth rates of some five 
to six per cent were needed to 
cut the jobless rate but this 
year he forecast growth of only 
two to ttoee per cent, after a 
minimal improvement last year 
and several years of chronic 
recession. 

Achieving such an accelera- 
tion in tbe face of domestic 
savings rates that remain veiy 
low is a key problem, he said. 

“The answer, quite dearly, 
is foreign investment," he said. 

Foreign and local investors 
have fared roller coaster South 


African financial markets this 
year amid political uncertainty 
and violence ahead of the 
polls. 

In Johannesburg. Nelson 
Mandela entered the capitalist 
temple of the Johannesburg 
Stock Exchange (JSE) Friday 
and told jittery brokers their 
future was secure with him. 

' Shouted buy and sell orders 
subsided into nervous applause 
as South Africa's president- in - 
waiting ■ walked onto the ex- 
change trading floor to try to 
reassure financial markets and 
industry his African National 
Congress (ANC), is with them 
not against them. 

“The economy of the coun- 
try must be built on sound and 
market prindples." Mr. Man- 
dela tola shirt-sleeved brokers 
crowding the trading floor of 
.one of die world's top 10 ex- 
changes. 

Traders, a handful of black 
faces among them, listed in 
silence as Mr. Mandela tried to 
put aside deeply held feats of 
nationalisation and even com-" 
munism if, as expected, the 
ANC wins a majority hold on 
power in all-race elections next 
week. 

Through the trading floor 
doors could be heard African 
chanting and singing filling tbe 
towering atrium of the stock 
exchange building with its 
bronze statue of a bull and 
bear. 

The rare sight of dozens of 
black men and women chant- 
ing “viva Mandela” and sing- 
ing ANC campaign songs in 
the heart of white South Afri- 
can capitalism brought office 
workers to their windows to 
stare down at a taste of their 
multi-racial future. 


“I am concerned with econo- 
mic stability in this country,” 
Mr. Mandela told brokeis who 
have ridden a roller coaster 
with invstors here and aboard 
focusing on political uncer- 
tainty. 

The overall JSE index leapt 
110 points when the conserva- 
tive Tnkatha Freedom Party of 
Zulu chief Mangosuthu 
Buthelezi agreed Tuesday to 
join tbe historic elections, re- 
moving one of tbe key causes 
of political violence and uncer- 
tainty. 

Since the beginning of the 
year the market has traded 
through a 562 point range and 
at 5,083 points on Friday the 
overall index was 8.3 per cent 
higher than it started the year., 

Brokers and traders who lis- 
tened in silence gave a muted 
response to Mr. Mandela's vi- 
sion of a future partnership 
between government and busi- 
ness to build a n on-racial South 
Africa. 

One said his cautious tone 
would “underpin recent 
gains.” Another said it held 
nothing new for South Afri- 
cans but could reassure fore- 
igners nervous about investing 

personal feeling is that 
I still regard it as electioneer- 
ing,” said another trader, ‘he 
may mean it at the moment but 
a year or two down the line 
they may change it all.” 

Said another: “I don't know 
if they are going to vote for 
him but I think people have a 
lot of trust in him. 

Fulfilling that trust will be 
crucial to the ANC aim of 
attracting domestic and foreign 
capital to get the “kickstart” to 
die economy Mr. Mandela says 


be wants. Apart from attract- 
ing new capital the ANC must 
persuade existing investors to 
stay. 

Nationalisation and com- 
munism were not part of the 
ANC reconstruction and de- 
velopment plan, Mr. Mandela 
said, adding that he had drawn 
big business into ANC 
ctec&on-making and had been 
at pains to reassure the Work! 
Bank and International 
Monetary Fund. “I do so be- 
cause of the critical role of 
business in building our eco- 
nomy,” he said. 

Mr. Mandela, whose party 
retains close links to the South 
African Communist Party, 
added: “Without business we 
are not able to settle the prob- 
lems of this country.” 

Above him a huge trading 
screen ticked off quotes for the 
rand currency and the gold 
price. Ahead of him stained- 
glass windows depicted the 
sources of South African 
wealth “shipping, agriculture, 
mining, finance, commerce, 
transport, industry.” 

The most reassuring element 
of his speech for many traders 
was a call to ANC supporters 
to abandon any thoughts of 
mass action before or after the 
election. With blades now able 
to vote, he said, mass action 
was obsolete — part of the 
apartheid past. 

“In our concern to restore 
economic stability in this coun- 
try we have called upon our 
people now to end mass action. 
We have now gpt the. vote and 
in six days time we will exercise 
that right — there is no need 
for- any mass action,” he 
pointed out. 


Clinton fills seats on central bank board 


WASHINGTON (AFP) — 
President Bill Clinton named 
two economists to the Federal 
Reserve (Fed) Friday in what 
was seen as a move to moder- 
ate die U.S- central bank's 
J c tfcm s to boost interest rates 
to want off inflation. 

Mr. Clinton chose Alan 
Blinder, a member of Mr. 
QhdmTs Council of Economic 
Advisors, and Janet YeBen, an 
economist at the University of 
California at Betkeley, both 
seen as (Kagmatirislutlier than 
hawks when it comes to fight- 
ing inflation. 

The nominations, which re- 
quire Senate approval, come at 
a time of tension between the 
White House and the Fed over 
inflation. 

Mr. Blinder, who was 
named to the post of vice 
chairman, echoed the adminis- 
tration's view on interest rates 
within hours of his nomination. 

“Yon have to look pretty 
hard and be pretty creative to 


find any thing that would indi- 
cate any sizeable increase in 
inflation over the next couple 
of years,” the new Fed board 
vice chairman told reporters. 
“Tbe signs of an imminent 
acceleration of inflation just 
aren't there.” 

Keeping inflation under con- 
trol is die cornerstone of the 
Fed board's monetary policy, 
and it has raised sbort-tenn 
interest rates three times since 
February, citing the dangers of 
inflation after foe U.S. eco- 
nomy grew an unexpectedly 
high seven per cent in the final 
quarter of this year. 

The most recent hike earlier 
this week took tbe overnight 
interbank rate to 3.75 percent. 

Mr. Clinton's government, 
which is forecasting inflation at 
three per cent this year, has 
not explicitly criticised the 
monetary policy of the Fed and 
its Chairman Alan Greenspan, 
but has said repeatedly that 
there is no sign of inflation on 


the horizon. 

Both Mr. Greenspan and the 
administration agree that there 
are no signs the U.S. economy 
is overheating. 

But administration officials 
have expressed concern that 
higher interest rates might slow 
economic growth too soon. 

The chance to name two new 
members to foe Fed board is a 
chance for Mr. Clinton to 
shape the leadership of the 
central bank, and also puts the 
48-year-old blinder in a good 
position to succeed Mr. 
Greenspan if Mr. din ton de- 
cides not to renew his tenure in 
March 1996. 

Mr. Blinder, a former eco- 
nomics professor at Princeton 
University, replaces David 
Mullins who stepped down in 
February to take up a career in 
the private sector. 

Ms. Yellen, 47, who was at 
college with the chairwoman of 
Mr. Clinton's Council of Eco- 
nomic Advisors Laura Andrea 


Tyson, replaces Wayne Angel 
who left when his term expired 
in February. 

“I was looking for pragmat- 
ism, and I found it,” Treasury 
Secretary Lloyd Bentsen said 
of the appointments at a White 
House press conference where 
he sought to reassure foe mar- 
kets that the two new members 
would be vigilant on inflation. 

Mr. Clinton's chief econo- 
mic adviser robert Rubin de- 
scribed 'Ms. Yellen and'~Mr. 
Blinder as '“two outstanding 
candidates” and “st ron g and 
sensible people” who would 
want to keep inflation in check 
but would be sensible about it. 

“The bond market will be 
very happy,” he added. 

But the market showed little 
immediate reaction to the news 
of the nominations. The in- 
terest rate on 30-year treasury 
bonds, the market bellwether 
ended the day at 7.22 per cent, 
little changed from Thursday's 
level. 


Chjna, Turkmenistan plan rail, pipeline links 

ASHGABAT (R) — Chinese 
Prime Minister Li Peng looked 
forward Friday to a new “silk 
road” railway, and Turkmenis- 
tan's President Saparmurac 
Niyazov said a huge gas pipe- 
line project would soon be- 
come a reality. 

A state-owned Chinese com- 
pany and Turkmenistan's ener- 
gy ministry signed a letter of 
intent on feasibility studies on 
the gas pipeline from tbe for- 
mer Soviet republic to China's 
east coast, Chinese foreign 
ministry spokesman Shen 
Guofang said. 

The pipeline, which Premier 
Li said Thursday was a “pro- 
ject of the century”, would 
have to traverse formidable 


natural barriers — including 
the towering Tian Shan moun- 
tains and the scorching Takla- 
makan desert in China’s north- 
west. 

The letter of intent envis- 
aged the establishment of 
Chinese, Japanese and Turk- 
men working groups to pros- 
pect, sink test wells and consid- 
er tenders for building con- 
tracts. 

“China and Turkmenistan 
reached some agreements to 
cooperate in the field of oil and 

S s,” Turkmen President 
parmurat Niyazov told visit- 
ing Chinese Premier U Peng. 

“Both sides have expressed 
a desire to cooperate and these 
agreements will very soon be- 


come reality,” he pointed out. 

The planned pipeline would 
run from this former Soviet 
republic through neighbouring 
Uzbekistan and Kazakhstan, 
crossing China to reach foe 
coast. 

The gas would be liquefied 
and shipped to Japan, Turk- 
men and Chinese specialists 
said Friday. 

But Turkmenistan needs 
new markets for an annual 80 
billion cubic metres of gas. 
Russia, Ukraine, Georgia, 
Uzbekistan and Kazakhstan 
owe it $1.4 billion, crippling 
the local economy. 

Premier Li is on' China's first 
top-level tour of Central Asia 
and Kazakhstan, a vast region 


of over 50 million people which 
became independent from the 
Soviet Union in 1991. 

Mr. Li, keen to expand trade 
and business contacts in a re- 
gion which was off limits in 
Soviet times, looked forward 
to completion of the first rail- 
way line to fink China with 
Europe. 

“We want to build a new silk 
road and this new way should 
be more modem — it should 
be along a railway,” Mr. Li 
told Turkmen officials and 
journalists. 

Turkmenistan and Iran are 
building a line between 
Mash ad in northern Iran and 
Turkmenistan, due to be com- 
pleted in 1996. 
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Latin America rejects any 
conditions on trade 


SAO PAULO (R) — Latin 
American foreign ministers 
meeting toeir European coun- 
terparts in Brazil said Friday 
they would not tolerate any, 
attempts from Europe to link 
trade relations with sensitive 
themes like human rights, the 
environment and social issues. 

“We have to keep the alarm 
button switched on just in case 
efforts are made to impose 
conditions (on trade),” Col- 
ombian Foreign Minister 
Nohemi Sanin told reporters 
before foe start of the two-day 
ministerial meeting of tbe 
European Union and Latin 
America’s Rio group, 

Latin American sensitivity 
over possible European “link- 
age” of trade with issues like 
workers' protection and hu- 
man rights appeared likely to 
be a major concern at foe 
meeting, the first between foe 
two regional groups since foe 
historic signing last week of foe 


GATT world trade treaty. 

Ecuador's Foreign Minister 
Diego Paredes expressed Latin 
American fears that the re- 
gion's previously favourable 
trade position in relation to 
Europe might now be in dan- 
ger of slipping. “We fear that it 
might disappear,” he said. 

According to European un- 
ion figures, Latin American 
exports to Europe fell to $25 
Union in 1993 from $28 billion 
in 1990. In contrast, European 
exports to Latin America 
jumped to $26 billion in 1993 
from $17 billion in 1990. 

The European Union and 
Rio group ministers were ex- 
pected to issue a joint general 
declaration Sunday, the Sao 
Paulo declaration, expressing 
their views on issues like bi- 
lateral trade and investment, 
democracy and the need to 
work together to fight drug 
trafficking and human rights 
violations. 


Yeltsin urged to clear 
up privatisation mess 


MOSCOW (R) — Stockbrok- 
ers from regions as far apart as 
Siberia and Far East gathered 
at Russia's first post- 
commimist securities confer- 
ence Saturday to put together 
foe pieces of foe country's frag- 
mented stock market system. 

But the crowd of fund mana- 
gers, central bank and govern- 
ment officials and exchange 
chairmen meeting at a gloomy 
Soviet-era conference hall in 
Moscow fonnd little to agree 
on. 

Regional representatives 
attacked Moscow for monopo- 
lising privatisation, Moscow 
officials accused foe central 
bank of failing to improve Rus- 
sia’s primitive settlements sys- 
tem and fund managers 
blamed foe government for 
doing nothing. 

But to speaker after speak- 
er, foe key question was all too 
familiar — who is in charge of 
privatisation in Russia? 

Privatisation Minister' 
Anatoly Chubais, whom com- 
munists and ultranationalists 
say must be put in jail for 
selling the nation for a pitt- 
ance, said President Boris 
Yeltsin was in charge. " 

The youthful, "dean-shaven 
minister. The only cabinet 
member with a direct phone 
line to Mr. Yeltsin except 
Prime Minister Viktor Cher- 
nomyrdin, told Reuters that a 
series of presidential decrees 
would speed up sell-offs in 
coming days. 

“I have personally discussed 
this question with President 
Yeltsin and he supports foe 
fact that this is one of the most 
important issues,” Mr. Chu- 
bais said. “We have concrete 
decisions. New bankruptcy de- 
crees will be issued one of 
these days. We don’t have par- 
liament backing, but we have 
the full support of President 
Yeltsin. We rely on him.” 

The reformist Chubais, who 
survived a cabinet reshuffle in 
January thanks to Mr. Yeltsin, 
urged all market players to 
stop fighting each other and 
start cooperating. 

“Time is running against 
us," he told the meeting. “We 
have scandals on the market 
almost every day. It's danger- 
ous if we start blaming each 
other. We will only destroy the 
market." 

More than 40 million Rus- 
sians have become sharehol- 
ders since privatisation began 


in 1992 when the entire 
population recieved free 
vouchers which could be swap- 
ped for shares in state firms. 

Tbe speed of the voucher 
privatisation, in which more 
than 10,000 state enterprises 
woe transferred to private 
hands, has produced a disorga- 
nised marketplace which 
appeared almost overnight 
without a common regulatory 
framework. 

A Securities Exchange Com- 
mission set up by Mr. Chubais 
is pushing for common dealing 
rates and self-regulation mod- 
elled onfoe Anglo-Saxon sys- 
tem, or a Russian version of 
NASDAQ. 

This is a draconian task in 
Russia, which has over 80 
stock exchanges in competition 
with each other in a country 
spanning 11 time zones. 

Separate state bodies are 
competing with each other to 
regulate foe market — not to 
mention the central bank 
which has half a dozen compu- 
ter system, none compatible 
with the others. 

Investors are prone to fraud 
in foe absence or a single gov- 
ernmeni^ body -powerful 
enough tounppsesetf-pdlidng. 
Many of the several thousand 
shares traded on the market 
are fake. 

“There are so many fake 
shares out there, in addition to 
all foe scandals we have,” said 
Jonathan Hay, a Western 
adviser to tbe Securities Ex- 
change Commission. 

“Some funds are just selling 
air. If the public gets the wrong 
idea, this could stop foe whole 
privatisation process, he 
pointed out. 

Just like Russia’s post- 
communist capitalism, priva- 
tisation is at a dog-eat-dog 
stage. One bizarre scene this 
week was flak jackets being 
sold to bankers at a Moscow 
banking conference. Privatisa- 
tion officials Hying to crack 
down on abuses face organised 
crime gangs. 

Mr. Chubais acknowledged 
foe chaos. 

“Capital markets cannot be 
regulated by cabinet meetings 
in Moscow,” he said. “The 
finance ministry, the state 
property committee, foe cen- 
tral bank all have different 
positions. The market can only 
be regulated by people work- 
ing there.” 


FORECAST FOR SUNDAY APRIL 24, 1994 

By Thomas S. Pierson, Astrologer. Carroll Fighter Foundation 


GENERAL TENDENCIES: 
Daytime finds you with consider- 
able ingenuity to handle whatev- 
er problems that may come up. 
Dea:ptrve influences are in affect 

as evening approaches and re- 
quire that you be on the alert. 

ARIES: (March 21 to April 19) 
Be sure to keep promises you 
have made. Look over your 
property and make plans for 
improvement. Relax at home 

tonight in preparation! for a new 
reaction work week. 

TAURUS: (April 20 to May 20) 
Concentrate on how to become 
more productive in (he future. A 
trusted friend can give the advice 
you need to solve a problem 
which has been troubling. 

GEMINI: (May 21 to June 21) 
Stop critisising a family member 
and be more supportive. Plan 
how to stretch you finances so 
you have more security in the 
lean limes. 

MOON CHILDREN: (June 22 to 
July 21) You have fine plans for 
improving your surroundings 
that should be pul into operation 
without delay tor you to achieve 
much prosperity. 

LEO: (July 22 to August 21) 
Engage in practical affairs now 
and forget all those lavish ideas 
which could be harmful to you at 
this time. Use common sense, 
vraco-. (August 22 to Septem- 
ber 22) You are enthused about 


putting everything around you in 
perfect order, so get an early 
start for the best possible results 
obtainable. 

LIBRA: (September 23 to Octo- 
ber 22) You have a lot of little 
tasks to take care of and this is a 
good day to handle them. Take 
no chances with your health in 
any way. 

SCORPIO: (October 23 to 
November 21) Know how you 
stand with your friends and do 
whatever will make your position 
more tenable. Think construc- 
tively to achieve this endeavour. 

SAGITTARIUS: (November 22 
to December 21) A good day to 
attend to home duties which 
have been neglected. You can 
gain cherished aims through ap- 
plied effort. Be happy at home. 

CAPRICORN: (December 22 to 
January 20) You may want to 
pursue a new interest but make a 
complete study of it first. An 
older person can be helpful to 
you now in what you pursue. 
AQUARIUS: (January 21 to 
February 19) Study projects you 
want to work on in the future, 
find foe right outlet for your 
special talents. Improve your 
appearance for success. 

PISCES: (February 20 to March 
20) A good day to make definite 
plans for the future. Show more 
devotion for your mate and ex- 
press happiness together rather 
than distress toward each other. 


U.S. top choice | 
among executives in 
competitiveness poll 
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GENEVA (R) — The United 
States is the first choice among 
top executives worldwide seek- 
ing both business opportunities 
and personal fulfilment, 
cording to a survey. 

China was selected by inter- 
national business leaders — 
ahead of foe United States, 
Japan and Germany — - as foe 
country likely to be the most 
competitive m the year 2010. 

Some 1,747 executives were 
surveyed by the World Econo- 
mic Forum in Geneva and foe 
International Institute for 
Management Development, 
based m Lausanne. Tbe execu- 
tive opinion survey is part of 
the “world competitiveness re- 
port”, to be published in full 
on Sept. 7. 

“Respondents, regardless of 
their geographical location, 
perceived foe United States as 
the country where business 
opportunities and personal 
objectives for quality of fife are 
attainable dreams,” said a sur- 
vey summary. 
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Switzerland, heavily^ 

favoured among European':,? 
business leaders, andAustra^ 
lia, preferred by Asian execn^, 
rives, were second and third in_" 
foe list of 44 countries ranked'' 
according to business opporto*. r 
mties and personal goals. . 

International business leatt,,.- 
ers were responding to a new"*/ 
question in the annual poll; “It!-, 
you could do it again, ra whic^- 
three countries would you 
choose to live and work?” ‘ 
Regarding competitiveness* 1 
the summary said: 4 *The bets'" 
are definitely placed on China 
being a very strong competitor, 
together with the united 
States, Japan and Germany in ' 
2010 .” 

Asked which three countries 1 ' 
had the best government ;q, 
support their competitiveness" 
business executives chose thar*. 
United States, narrowly fo{K 
lowed by Japan. 

“Not surprisingly, Singapore 
is close behind (in third 
place),” foe summary added! 
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Indonesia launches $100m 
tourism campaign 


JAKARTA (R) — Indonesia 
has launched a five-year cam- 
paign expected to cost more 
than $100 million to generate 
more tourism revenue, orga- 
nisers have said. 

An aim of the campaign, 
which started on April 1 and 
will cost $14.4 million in foe" 
first year, is to promote areas 
of the world’s biggest 
archipelago outside Java and 
Bali. 

Indonesia, facing dedirring 
oil revenues and foreign invest- 
ment, has said it plans to boost 
tourist arrivals this calendar 
year to 3.9 million from 3.4 
million last year. Tourism 
earned foe country about $3.6 
million in 1993. 

It is keen to win a sizeable 
slice of the rapidly growing 
tourism market in Asia, which 
foe World Tourism Organisa- 
tion says could reach pro-fifth 


of the global total by 2010. > 
Organisers said the new! 
campaign would indude adver- 
tising, direct marketing and^ 
travel shows depicting some erf! 
Indonesia's almost 14.00& 
equatorial islands, .home t&i 
some of the world's most djL 
verse wildlife and tropical! 
forest. '-j 

“In foe initial phase of thej 

l, Indonesia has ideriS 

markets ag? 

, Singapore^ 
Germany and Australia... r 
total of more than $100 unDiofi- 
is expected to be spent," * ' H 

government-sponsored orga-; 
niser said. 

President Suharto has called* 
for Indonesia to broaden its. 
appeal to tourists and develop' 
attractions outride Bali and-. 
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campaign, Indonesia 1 
tiffed top priority mi 
Japan, Taiwan, Sii 
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Java, foe main island on which* - .. 
60 per cent of the country’s 185 I ’ 
million people live. 
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Unscramble these four Jumbles, 
one letter to each square, to form 
four ordinary words. 


VIALE 
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IK 
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IDLAY 
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YIRAWA 
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MOONAR 
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Whywmlmaihanyvt? 



THE ROUTE THEY 
TOOK TO 
GRANDMA'S HOUSE. 


Now arrange the dieted letters to 
form the surprise answer, as sug- 
gested by the above cartoon. 
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Saturday's 


Jumbles: GLORY HEDGE 


(Answers tomorrow) 
MATRON LIQUID 


Playing \ 
DOG Tl 


RED 1 


rasa! 

ticts 
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THE Daily Crossword 


by Gerald R. Ferguson 






ACROSS 
1 Starchy 
foodstuff 
5 Friend of 
Pythias 

JO Act the toady 

•14 Cobbler tools 

15 German craR 

18 Govt. aacy. 

17 Bail-point 
ancestor? 

20 Tirana native 

21 Endure 

22 Rspl's rival 

23 Guidon or 
gonfalon 

25 Coma— (find) 

29 Mob members 

32 Indian rtverbank 
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33 Armed band 

34 General AmoM 
3® Personalized 

memento 

40 Mspabbr. 

41 Soho sweetie 

42 Dyo-produdng 
plant 

43 Jostled 
45 Obstruct 

47 Beficosegod 

48 was going 
10 St hraa..." 

49 An Anderson 
51 Walter of TV 

newa 

56 Major br 
works, a.g. 





fo Sister of cap 

61 Hide 

62 Vend 
53 Taunted 

8« Run tn place 

DOWN 

1 Extended story 

2 Way oft base? 

3 Rounded mass 

4 Mountain in 
Thessaly 

5 Stands up to 

6 Nautical position 
? Sound of pain 

8 Cereal grain 
3 Extreme a 
10 Search (or 


A* mB«» DlMAW 

11 Ophidians 

12 Sharpen 

13 River In Thailand 
IB Terminates 
19 Gladdened 

23 Suspicious 

24 Part wHh 
accidentally 

25 Lab pej ' 

26 Indfcwd troutti 

27 Honey badger 

26 Ear prof. 

23 — In (enticed) 
W Avignon's river 
31 Palatebia 
33 Lays concrete 

35 Nabors note 

37 Bunker's 

daughter 

38 English poet 
laureate 

39 Tap off 

44 Forbidden 

45 Crustacean 

46 Skirt style 

48 Mountain rkJga 

49 Prevaricator 
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50 Look like a rake 

51 Shamah 

52 PoOu'scap 

53 Clinched 

54 Blob 


55 Kalian town 
58 Emulate Tomb* 

57 Young sheep 

58 Gaflar of apoan 

bonding 
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%£££* K" wait sets big budget for 

DUBAI fRI ^*9 ~ Knwait has known to have good contacts 

T£_T u - s - aircraft earmarked a hefty 500 million with the **** 

McDonnell Douelas. dinars fSl.^hiT^nW^ 



gflrat McDonnell Douglas, 
seeking to invest more than 
S1Q0 million in the United 
Arab Emirates (UAE) to 
offeet arms sales, has helped 
set up a firm in the Arab Gulf 
state to make an agent for 
cleaning up oil' slicks. A new 
limited liability company, to be 
caffed Fyrezyme Middle East 
Ltcf., is being set up, officials 
said. 

The U.S. company, acting as 
match-maker, set up the joint 
venture between UAE 
businessman Abdulla Ahmad 
Al^Moosa and Arizona -based 
Ecology Technologies Interna- 
tional Inc., which has the pa- 
tent on the liquid agent known 
as Fyrezyme. 


KUWAIT (R) — Kuwait has 
earmarked a hefty 500 million 
dinars (SI. 68 billion) for 
spending on weapons and 
military training in the 199405 
fiscal year starting on Wy 1, an 
economic consultancy said 
Saturday. 

The A1 Shall consultancy 
suggested in a weekly econo- 
mic commentary that this was 
an excessive level of spending. 

“The national budget in- 
cludes for the first time, under 
die ‘defence upgrading’ head- 
ing. pre limi nary estimates of 
defence expenditures,” it said. 
“A discomforting sign is exhi- 
bited by virtue of ear markin g 
500 million dinars for next 
year.” 

Al Shall did not say bow h 
obtained the figure, but h is 


known to have good contacts 
with the government - 

“Controlling the 1994/95 
budget deficit is supposed to be 
a prime and messing task,” Al 
Shall said. 

The Gulf war-inflated deficit 
is running at around 2.0 billion 
dinars ($6.7 billion) or a third 
of national wealth as measured 
by gross domestic product. 

A bfl] enacted this month 
gave parliamentary approval 
for the first time to a 12-year, 
3.5 billion dinar (511.7 billion) 
programme of spending on xna- 
jor weapons and military train- 
ing. 

The law also consolidates 
the hitherto secret allocations 
for_ arms procurement and 
military tr aining into the main 
defence budget — a move that 


arms — consultancy 


gives the national assembly au- 
thority for the first time to 
examine them in the annual 
budget debate. 

Major weapons purchases 
for the small Gulf state’s 
13,000-strong military have 
hitherto been off-budget. 

Al Shall, a critic of what it 
sees as the stale’s tendency 
towards excessive spending on 
arms and prestige projects, 
suggested that money was 
being spent too rapidly under 
the programme, which was in- 
troduced in that form of an 
cm in decree in 1992. 

"We believe tht 1.6 billion 
dinars (S5.3 billion) has 
already been spent or been 
committed in the past two 
years, when the proposed ex- 
penditures mentioned above 


are added to this figure, the 
total will reach 2.1 billion ($7.0 
billion), or a yearly average of 
700 million ($2.35 billion).” it 
said. 

Al Shall said the yearly aver- 
age expenditure under the 
programme ought to be lower, 
at around 290 million dinars 
(5970 million), if the govern- 
ment spreads out its spending 
of the 3.5 billion dinars in 

S ua] annual installments over 
years. 

Diplomats say Kuwait is 
considering the possible purch- 
ase in coming years of 16 
attack helicopters, eight fast 
patrol boats, six missile attack 
boats, 24 self-propelled Howit- 
zers, a multi rocket launch 
system and some general pur- 
pose helicopters. 


Sudan’s exporters demand 
better exchange rate 
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India eyesfoodgrain exports 


NEW DELHI (R) — The Indi- 
an government is considering 
exporting wheat and rice ex- 
port for the first time, the bead 
of its biggest grain trading 
agency said. 

“We have surplus stocks of 
both wheat and rice and one 
alternative being thought of is 
to export these foodgrains,’’ 
said Food Cooperation of In- 
dia (FCI) Chairman R. 
Narayanan. 

Senior food ministry official 
A.C. Sen said last month India 
was exploring the possibility of 
exporting ban 1 a million tonnes 
each of rice and wheat after 
bumper crops in recent years. 

India had foodgrain stocks 
of 23.56 million tonnes last 
January, up from 23.52 million 


tonnes in December and from 
14.18 million tonnes in January 
1993, a finance ministry re- 
port said last month. 

A green revolution in the 
1960s, through higb-yield hyb- 
rid varieties of wheat and rice 
and mechanised farming tech- 
niques. propelled India to self- 
sufficiency in the following de- 
cade. 

“So far India was never con- 
sidered as a exporter of rice 
and wheat. We need to tell the 
international market that we 
have these foodgrains to be 
exported," Mr. Narayanan 
said. 

Mr. Narayanan said Indian 
wheat was not competitive in 
the international market in 
terms of price, but its rice was. 


Several rice exporting coun- 
tries were not producing the 
varieties of superfine rice 
which Indian could supply. 
“There is a large potential for 
it." he said. 

He said South East Asian 
countries and neighbours like 
Sri Lanka might be interested 
in Indian rice. Market analysts 
said the lifting of curbs on rice 
imports by Japan. Taiwan and 
South Korea also opened new 
markets. 

Private traders in India are 
already exporting superfine 
basmati and non-basmati rice 
and superior varieties of 
wheat. In 1992/93 basmati rice 
exports were valued at 14 bil- 
lion rupees (S452 million). 


KHARTOUM (R) — Sudan's 
I government has rejected de- 
mands by exporters for the 
Sudanese pound to be de- 
valued, a Khartoum newspap- 
er said Saturday. 

The government-owned Al 
Ingaz Al Watani newspaper 
quoted exporters as saying ex- 
ports were failing because the 
rate at which the government 
allows them to convert the 
dollars they cam into Sudanese 

Emirates 
airline posts 
$20m profit 

MANAMA ( R| — Dubai's fast- 
growing airline Emirates made 
a S2G million net profit in the 
year ending March 31. its 
chairman was quoted on Satur- 
day as saving. 

"Until the end of March 
(1994) Emirates posted a S2U 
million profit,” Sheikh Ahmad 
Bin Said AJ Maktoum told Al 
Hayat newspaper in an inter- 
view- in London 

He gave no comparison fi- 
gure but the Financial Times 
newspaper, also based in Lon- 
don. said earlier this. year that 
Emirates made a net profit of 
$2.9 million m the year ending 
on March 31. 1993. 

Emirates, one of the world’s 
faste&t-growing airlines, is 
owned bv Dubai. 


pounds was too low. 

The centra! bank gives ex- 
porters 215 Sudanese pounds 
per dollar while in commercial 
banks the dollar fetches 400 
pounds. On the blackmarket 
the dollar is worth more than 
500 pounds. 

Exporters complained their 
production and tranpon costs 
were rising. Some were storing 
goods rather than exporting 
them, the newspaper said. 


Sabri Mohammad Al Hawaii, 
governor of the Bank of 
Sudan, snidgno change in ex- 
port policies was exptecled un- 
til next year. The rate ot 215 
pounds to the dollar would stay 
in force this year, he said. 

Sudan's exports have fallen 
sharply. Last tears exports 
earned only $300 million, 
down from SSflO million about 
a decade ago. 


IFC helps Tunisia 


TUNIS ( R » — The Interna- 
tional Finance Corporation 
fIFC), a world Bank Subsidi- 
ary, said Friday it was helping 
to create Tunisia's first mer- 
chant bant and an investment 
fund to boost privatishon and 
the local stock market. 

Jcan-Michel Doublet. IFC 
investment officer for capita] 
markets in Central Asia, Mid- 
dle East and North Africa, said 
foreign financial corporations 
as well as Tunisian firms would 
be involved in both institu- 
tions. 

Mr. Doublet said he knew of 
several U.S. and European in- 
vestors ready to buy shares on 
the Tunis Stock Exchange once 
the small number of listed 
firms was increased through 
privatisuon. and the Tunisian 
government clarified proce- 
dures for foreign buyers. 

Mr. Doublet' said the bank 
would be created "very soon" 


after the Tunisian central 
bank's agreement had been 
obtained. 

One of the bank's mam func- 
tions would be to advise on 
privatising state-run com- 
panies, he told Reuters after a 
closed-door seminar in\ otvmg 
Western investment companies 
and Tunisian officials. 

Mr. Doublet said foreign 
companies, including France's 
Si par ex, would invest millions 
of dollars in Tuninvest Interna- 
tional. an investment fund cre- 
ated in a joint venture with (he 
Tunisian private company 
Tuninvest. 

Tuninvest IntenuiKmal will 
invest in local enterprises with 
(he aim of preparing them for 
listing in the Tunis market. 

Foreign companies attend- 
ing the seminar included 
London-based Baring Secur- 
ities Ltd.. Citibank N.A.. 
Fleming Investment 
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TIMES. SUNDAY 


S. Africa probes pre-poll attacks 




JOHANNESBURG (R) — 
Police said Saturday they were 
investigating a spate of attacks, 
including a possible white 
right-wing bombing of an qQ 
pipeline, four days before 
South Africa's first all-race 
elections open. 

With black and white leaders 
staging a final campaign push 
at the weekend, a blast ripped 
through a diesel pipeline in the 
Afrikaner heartland of the 
Orange Free State early Satur- 
day after an earlier attack on 
an election office in the pro- 
vince. 

“We are investigating an act 
of terrorism. It is definitely a 
charge of terrorism,” police 
Colonel Andre Van Deventer 
told Reuters from the free 
state capital of Bloemfontein. 

Police said they were also 
investigating an arson attack 
early Saturday that damaged 
die switchboard at a post office 
to be used as a polling station 
in the Northern Transvaal 
town of Nystroom. They bad 
initially reported an explosion. 

An explosion Thursday bad- 
ly the offices, of the 

Independent Electoral Com- 
mission (IEC) in the conserva- 
tive farming town of Hoopstad 
in the northern Orange Free 
State. 

White rightwingers, who are 
boycotting the April 26-28 
elections and demanding a 
homeland of their own, have 
threatened to sabotage the 
poll, which begins Tuesday and 

Japan’s 
Hata seen 
handicapped 
by cracking 
allies 

TOKYO (R) — Japanese 
Foreign Minister Tsutomu 
Hata, set to take over as prime 
minister Monday, is likely to 
have his leadership severely 
cramped by the fissures in his 
coalition, political analysts said 
Saturday. 

Mr. Hata made it dear dur- 
ing a Friday news conference 
that be did not have any illu- 
sions about his task. 

“I’ve decided to accept the 
terrifying responsibilities that 
come with leading the nation,” 
he said, adding: “I don't think 
•the coalition is badly spirt-” 

Mr. Hata, 58, nominated as 
the alliance’s candidate for a 
Monday vote in parliament 
that will put the final stamp on 
a successor to Morihiro Hoso* 
kawa, can only expect further 
political turmoil, the analysts 
said. 

He is certain to win the 
parliamentary vote because of 
the coalition's majority in the 
decisive lower house. 

But tile latest policy straggle 
has deepened policy disagree- 
ments in the already fragile 
alliance, analysts said. 

“With the present coalition 
framework, we can't expect 
strong leadership from Mr. 
Hata," said Takamitsu Sawa of 
Kyoto University. 

Mr. Hosokawa's surprise 
resignation on April 8 sparked 
a fierce power straggle and two 
weeks of policy wrangling be- 
tween the mainstream con- 
servatives and the leftist 
Socialists, who are the biggest 
party in the coalition. 

With the nation clearly 
wearying of the bfckcrng, the 
two feuding sides agreed early 1 
Friday to a last-ditch policy ' 
platform that watered down 
the two most contentious 
issues — reform of the tax 
system and policy towards 
North Korea. 

The Socialists had refused to 
give in to their alliance part- 
ners on a proposed hike in a 
three per cent value-added tax 
and possible United Nations- 
mandated sanctions against 
North Korea over its suspected 
nuclear arms programme. 

“It is difficult for the new 
government with the achilles' 
heel (of policy differences) to 
remain stable for a long time,” 
Mr. Sawa said. 

In a Saturday editorial, the 
mass-circulation Mainichi 
Shimbun criticised the coali- 
tion for settling _ the policy 
dispute with a vaguely worded 
agreement. 

“The absence of a clear and 
definite agreement on key 
national policies could be fatal 
to the government,” the news- 
paper said. 

Political pundits said the 
coalition could plunge into 
another round of interna! feuds 
around June, when the govern- 
ment tries to thrash out a tax 
reform package and market- 
opening measures. 

Those steps have been held 
out by Japan as a sop to the 
United States after trade talks ’ 
between the world's two big- 
gest economies broke down in 
February. 

Cuts in direct taxation, such 
as income tax, form the core of 
the promised package. 


will end over three centuries of 
white domination. 

Col. Van Deventer said the 
possibility of a right-wing 
attack on the oil pipeline, 75 
kilometres south of Johannes- 
burg, was under investigation, 
“but we cannot confirm it at 
this stage.” He said commer- 
cial explosives — a hallmark of 
tbe right wing — had apparent- 
ly been used. 

Security forces said they 
were deploying 100,000 police 
and soldiers to prepare for 
“any eventuality” during tile 
poll for a National Assembly 
and nine provincial leraslatures 
and a government of national 
unity. 

African National Congress 
(ANC) supporters flocked to a 
soccer stadium in the sprawling 
Soweto township on the out- 
skirts of Johannesburg to hear 
Nelson Mandela, president-in- 
waiting in post-apartheid 
South Africa. 

It was Mr. Mandela’s last 
rally in the country's industrial 
and commercial hub. He winds 
up his campaign with a mass 
meeting on Sunday in Durban 
in the Zulu heartland of Natal. 

“We are here to finally bury 
apartheid,” said one ANC sup- 
porter on his way to the Sowe- 
to s ta d i um- ANC spokesman 
said it would be Mr. Mandela’s 
biggest rally in the Johannes- 
burg region. 

President F.W. de Klerk was 
winding up his campaign in 
Cape Town, while Zulu chief 


Mangosuthu Buthelezi — lead- 
er of the Tnlcartm Freedom 
Party which only entered the 
elections last Tuesday — was 
in the Orange Free State. 

Police blamed the white 
right for attack^ earlier this 
year on power installations and 
offices of the ANC and its 
allies in Orange Free State and 
Transvaal. 

The ANC, widely expected 
to win tbe polls, has told South 
Africans it will crack down on 
violence once in power. 

Hie final days or the election 
campaign have been marked 
by political broadsides and 
tears of more conflict in a 
country where 15,000 people 
have cned in political violence 
since President De Klerk be- 
gan Hkmanilmg apartheid in 


Police said two people died 
in overnight political violence 
in NataL, where a state of 
emer gency is in force. 

Mr. Buthelezi Friday raised 
pro s pects of new tension with 
tbe ANC, saying his Inkatha 
Freedom Party (IFP) would 
boycott a government of 
national u nity after tbe elec- 
tion. “The IFP will win enough 
votes to take its place in a 
go v ernm ent of national unity 
but we will not become part of 
the gov e rn m ent," he told a 
rally. 

An ANC statement called 
on security forces to act rough- 
ly against right-wing sabotage 


NEWS IN BRIEF 

Bossi backs Berlusconi for premier 

ROME (AFP) — Media magnate Silvio Berlusconi stepped 
closer to becoming Italian prime minister Saturday when 
Northern League leader Umberto Bossi recommended his 
appointment in talks with President Oscar Luigi Scalfaro. 
Under Italy's constitution, Mr. Scalfaro must hold talks with 
the leader of political groups and the speakers of the two 
bouses of parliament, before be can recommend who should 
succeed Carlo Azeglio who resigned as prime minister on 
April 16. These talks began Friday and are expected to 
continue until Tuesday. Mr. Bossi said after meeting Mr. 
Scalfaro that there needed to be controls on Mr. Berlusconi's 
power. Tbe Northern League needed to have ministers in key 
positions, he said. The Northern League, Mr. Berlusconi's 
Forza Italia and the neo-fascist National Alliance together 
from tbe Freedom Alliance, which swept to victory in elections 
held on March 27 and 28. Mr. Bossi said he had told Mr. 
Scalfaro Mr. Berlusconi was the only person who could 
command sufficient parliamentary support to become prime 
minister and form a government. He added, however, that 
there was a “fundamental problem of guarantees”, given Mr. 
Berlusconi’s “economic power” and his “multiple economic 
interests.” 

Bomb blast kills 2 In Thailand 

. . H| e 

BANGKOK (AFP) — A powerful bomb tore through a 
railroad station in Thailand's troubled south at midday 
Saturday as passengers waited for a train, killing two and 
injuring 30. An emergency room doctor at Maharaj Hospital 
in the provincial Capitol of Nakbon Si Thammarat, some 780 
kilometres from Bangkok, said two of the injured were 
children. Readied by telephone from Bangkok, the doctor 
said the dead were a man and a woman. Of the injured, six 
needed surgery to amputate mangled limbs, said the doctor, 
speaking on condition of anonymity. One man lost part of a 
leg in the Mast and the others suffered broken legs, while three 
people were hemmorhaging. The doctor confirmed the bomb 
had exploded on the crowded platform of tbe railway station. 

Accord on Volkstaat signed in Pretoria 

PRETORIA (R) — The party representing South Africa’s 
white right in next week's elections signed an accord with the 
ANC and government Saturday promising a fresh look at the 
idea of a Volkstaat or white homeland after the poll. “This 
document might be imperfect, but it's a demo n stration of a 
desire to reconcile... the two major indigenous groups of this 
country,” Constond Viljoen, tbe former armed forces chief 
who leads the Freedom Front, said after signing the accord. 
The deal, signed in Pretoria, pledges constitutional provision 
for any community sharing a common cultural and linguistic 
heritage — such as the Afrikaner descendants of the first 
Europeans to settle in South Africa. “Support for the ideal of 
self-det ermi nation in a Volkstaat will be indicated by the 
electoral support which parties with a specific mandate to 
pursue the realisation of a Volkstaat wOl gain in the 
forthcoming election," the accord said. It pledged further 
negotiations on setting up a Volkstaat if South Africa's 
constitutional court ruled that the April 26-28 elections 
showed there was support for the idea. Votes would be 
analysed at national, provincial and where possible local level. 

S. Korea’s Kim to shake-up cabinet 

SEOUL (R) — South Korean President Kim Young-Sam is 
likely to revamp his cabinet next week alter tbe National 
Assembly approves his pick of a senior strategist for Korean 
reunification as premier, aides said Saturday. Mr. Kim named 
Lee Yung-Dug Friday to replace Lee Hoi-Chang, who quit 
earlier in the day as prime minister in a shock eruption of 
differences over tbe scope of prime ministerial power. Mr. Lee 
Hoi-Chang's resignation revealed a heretofore hidden rift in 
the leadership of Mr. Kim’s civilian government, currently 
under pressure from Communist North Korea over Pyon- 
gyang's alleged development of nuclear arms. “President Kim 
will fill the port of deputy premier and is likely to reshuffle a 
number of cabinet posts next week," a presidential ante said. 
On Monday, the parliament, dominated by Mr. Kim's ruling 
Democratic Liberal Party, is expected to endorse Mr. Lee 
Yung-Dug as prime minister, though opposition parties have 
vowed to vote against him. 

Haitians allowed to land In US. 

MIAMI, Florida (AFP) — A boatload of Haitian refugees 
stepped onto U.S. soil with everything they owned Friday in a 
break with the usual U.S. policy of repatriating all boat people 
from the poverty stricken country. Tbe Coast Guard sailors 
who brought the 411 Haitians ashore wore rubber gloves when 
they unloaded the luggage as a precaution against disease. 
One woman was carried aboard on a fitter and booked up to 
an intravenous tube. The immigration and naturalisation 
service began screening the refugees under makeshift shelters 
on tennis courts. They were intercepted Thursday on a 
crammed 20-metre (65-yards) wooden boat. The policy 
about-face came one day after deposed Haitian President 
Jean-Bertrand Aristide, in unusually haish terms, condemned 
Mr. Clinton’s Haiti policy as racist and six U.S. congressional 
critics were arrested for staging a sit-in in front of the White 
House. 


and intimidation, adding: 
“Our historic first-ever right to 
vote is not going to be easily 
given up, not even in tbe face 
of this blackmail. Too much 
blood has been spilt in order to 
mate this electron possible.” 

Meanwhile, U.S. President 
Bill Clinton Friday named dvfl 
rights leader Jesse Jackson to 
lead the official U.S. (telega-, 
tkm to observe South Africa’s 
first all-race elections. 

Mr. Clinton praised Rev. 
Jackson’s leadership and com- 
mitment to democratic reform 
in South Africa. 

“The world is elated at the 
prospect of these elections. 
They are tbe next step in South 
Africa’s historic path from 
apartheid to non-radal demo- 
cracy,” Mr. Clinton said. 

“Americans have stood by 
South Africans in their strug- 
gle, and we will be steadfast in 
our commitment to work with 
all South Africans to build the 
pro s per o us, stable and just 
society that can come in its 
place,” he said. 

The delegation was expected 
to depart for South _ Africa 
Saturday and will remain there 
through the end of the elec- 
tions. 

White House spokeswoman 
Dee Dee Myers said it win 
have official observer status 
with the South African Inde- 
pendent Electoral Commission 
and will observe the polling 
throughout the country. 


Cambodian 
parties 
agree to- 
new peace 
talks 


PHNOM PENH (R) — Long- 
stalled peace talks between the 
Cambodian government and 
Khmer Rouge 'guerrillas . will 
get underway in May following 
a positive rebel response to a 
new olive-branch initiative by 
King Norodom Sihanouk. 

- King Sihanouk proposed a 
new round of reconciliation 
talks after the humiliating de- 
feat of Cambodia's army by the 
guerrillas in Pailm in the west. 

“In line with the profound 
proposal and aspirations of our 
entire nation and people, I, in 
the name of the Democratic 
Kampuchea Party (Khmer 
Rouge) would like to absolute- 
ly support the proposal of 
Your Majesty the King for a 
roundtable meeting to achieve 
peace and national reconcilia- 
tion,” said nominal Khmer 
Rouge leader Khieu Samphan 
in a statement dated April 22. 

Tbe head of the Cambodian 
Peoples Party and president of 
the National Assembly, Chea 
Sim. also pledged to support 
the king’s peace plan. 

“We always follow Your 
Highness’s shining example,” 
Mr. Chea Sim said. 

Meanwhile, Khmer Rouge 
guerrillas are thought to have 
ambushed a brain killing at 
least five people and wounding 
25, a senior Cambodian rail- 
way official said Saturday. 

Tbe attack occurred Thurs- 
day 140 kilometres northwest 
of Phnom Penh, said Prom 
Nan, director of the Cambo- 
dian State Railways. 

“The unidentified gunmen, 
who were believed to be 
Khmer Rouge guerrillas, de- 
tonated six mines planted on 
the railroad and opened fire at 
the train, killing five people on 
the spot and wounding 25,” 
Nan said. 

“Based on previous inci- 
dents, I believe it was the 
Khmer Rouge guerrillas who 
committed mis crime,” Mr. 
Nan said. 



South Africa's Zulu-based Martha Freedom Party 

(IFF) supporters form war barrier with their 
MMu gad slogans at an ele c t ion rrfj h 


Thandakbanya town s h ip of Fkt Relief, in the 
Eastern Transvaal (AFP photo) 


U.N. troops scramble out of Rwanda 


NAIROBI (R) — U.N. 
peacekeepers scrambled out of 
chaotic Rwanda where, amid 
the bloodshed, aid agencies 
struggled to get food and 
emergency medicines to 
thousands of people fleeing 
civil war. 

A United Nations spokes- 
man said 1,000 peacekeepers 
would leave the chaotic Cen- 
tral African state by Saturday 
night 

Their departure leaves about 
600 U.N. soldiers who will be 
reduced within days to the 270 
mandated by the Security 
Council, a spokesman for the 
U.N. Assistance Mission in 
Rwanda (UN AMIR) told Reu- 
ters in Nairobi by telephone 
from Kigali. 

Critics of the pullout, such as 
the Organisation of African 
Unity and humanitarian 
groups, say the U.N. is aban- 
doning the thousands of Rwan- 
dans it was guarding around a 
country where tens of 
thousands have already been 
killed in ethnic slaughter. 

Tbe International Commit- 
tee of the Red Cross (ICRC) 
said a medical convoy with 20 
staff, including doctors and 
surgeons, had managed to get 
through to the embattled 
Rwandan capital of Kigali 
from Burundi late Friday. 

The convoy was to supply 
two hospitals in Kigali operat- 
ing under the Red Cross 


emblem and another hospital 
near the town of Gitarama. 
The ICRC has around 45 inter- 
national staff in Rwanda, two- ■ 
thirds of them in tbe capital. 

A U.N. team to evaluate 
Rwanda’s humanitarian needs 
was expected to land in Kigali 
Saturday where according to a 
mili tary official small arms fire 
erupted early in die day but 
eased later. 

Tbe 10-member group is 
headed by Underaecretary- 
General tor Humanitarian 
Affairs Peter Hansen, UN- 
AMIR officials said. 

The U.N. spokesman said 
the United Nations had sought 
guarantees from the rebel 
Rwanda Patriotic Front (RPF) 
and government army units 
that aid agencies would not be . 
attacked. 

He did not say whether the 
guarantees were given. But he 
had no word that emergency 
aid supplies had readied the 
dty. 

In Washington, die White 
House called on the waning 
sides to agree to an immediate 
ceasefire and said it was pre- 
pared to help efforts to arrange 
a political settlement of their 
dispute. 

“We call on the Rwandan 
army and the Rwandan Patrio- 
tic Front to agree on an im- 
mediate ceasefire and return to 

S nations called - tend 
tated by the government 


of Tanzania,” a White House 
statement said Friday. 

It added that Washington 
was “ p repa r ed to participate, 
as in the post, in renewed 
negotiations in the context of 
die Arusha agreement of Aug. 
4, 1993. “That agreement cal- 
led for a negotiated settlement 
and power-sharing between 
rival groups. 

U.N. special representative 
Jacques-Roger Booh Booh was 
H eading the U.N. mediation 
f«un in the northern Tanza- 
nian town of Arosha where the 
Rwandan foes were due to 
meet later Saturday for peace 
talks. 

The mass killing, mainly pit- 
ting the majority Hutu tnbe 
against the minority Tutsi, 
started 17 days ago when a 
plane carrying the Rwandan 
and Burundian presidents was 
shot down by a rocket as they 
were about to land in Kigali. 

At tbe United Nations in 
New York, a spokesman for 
Secretarv-General Boutros 
GhaE sad Friday the U.N. chief 
would have preferred a beefed- 
up U.N. operation in Rwanda 
but realised die Security Coun- 
cil felt differently. 

The council voted late. 
Thursday to cut the be- 
leaguered force, once 2^00- 
strong, to about 270 to help 
negotiate a trace in the avu 
war. 


Russia, Ukraine to resume talks on fleet 


MOSCOW (AFP) — Russia 
and Ukraine said Saturday 
they were ready to resume 
stalled talks on division of the 
Black Sea Fleet, news agencies 
here reported. 

Hie talks broke down Friday 
in Sevastopol in the Crimea 
when Russian Defence Minis- 
ter Pavel Grachev walked out 
during a break, accusing tbe 
Ukrainians of moving away 
from a preliminary accord 
agreed by Russian President 
Boris Yeltsin and his Ukrai- 
nian. counterpart Leonid 


•i Kravchuk. 

“The negotiations with 
Ukraine will continue until set- 
tlement is reached on all 
points," a high-level Russian 
diplomat, who requested 
anonymity, told the Interfax 
News Agency. 

Under the accord agreed by 
Mr. Yeltsin and Mr. Kravchuk 
in Moscow on April 15, talks 
on dividing the fleet were to be 
completed by April 25. The 
diplomat quoted by Interfax 
said, however, that negotia- 
tions were sure to continue 


beyond that date. 

He reiterated Moscow’s re- 
fusal to have the Russian and 
Ukrainian fleets both based in 
Sevastopol. 

Under tbe Yeltrin-Kravchuk 
accord, the Russian and Ukrai- 
nian parts of a divided fleet 
would be based in different 
ports. 

In a statement quoted by the 
agency ITAR-TASS, the 
Ukrainian Defence Minister 
Vitaly Radetsky said he was 
“ready to resume the negotia- 
tions at any moment” „ 


China frees dissident for treatment in U.S. 


BEUING (R) — China re- 
leased one of its best-known 
dissidents for medical treat- 
ment in the United States 
Saturday, just weeks before 
President Bill Clinton is due to 
decide whether to extend Beij- 
ing’s trade privileges. 

Wang Jtmtoo, sentenced to 
13 years in prison in 1991 on 
charges of mastenmndmg the' 
1989 pro-democracy demon- 
strations in Tiananmen 
Square, was taken to the air- 
port where he met his family 
before leaving the country, his 
mother said. 

“I am veiy relieved that the 
gov e rn m ent has allowed him to 
Be released on medical parole 
for treatment in the United 
States,” Ge Ymnei said by 
telephone. 


The official Xinhra News 
Agency, quoting a Justice 
Ministry official, said merely: 
“Wang Juntao, who had been 
in custody, has left for medical 
treatment abroad a fter the 
Chinese judicial authorities re- 
leased him on bafl according to 
law on account of the condi- 
tions of his illness.” 

Mr. Wang, 35, has been 
seriously ifi with the liver dis- 
ease hepatitis and heart trou- 
ble, thrmg H his mother said his 
present condition was sable. 

The case of Wang, who has 
become internationally known 
through the efforts of human 
rights campaigners and his 
wife, currently in the United . 
States, has been raised by a 
number of Western govern- 
ments. 


Chief among those has been 
the U.S., which is trying to 
press Beijing to improve its 
treatment of dissidShto. 

President Clinton most de- 
tide by June 3 whether to 
extend China’s most favoured 
nation (MRQ trading status, 
the foundation of normal eco- 
nomic relations between the 
two countries. 

He has said he will renew 
MFN only if China makes “sig- 
nificant progress” on human 
rights. 

Meanwhile, China, warning 
the United States not to bruise 
relations, expressed grave con- 
cern - Saturday over reports 
President Clinton planned to 
meet the Dalai Lama, exiled 
spiritual leader of Tibet. 


Love story steals 
all hearts at 
film awards 

HONG KONG (AFP) f— 
“Cest La Vic, Mon Oxen,” an 
old-fashioned, tear-jerking 
love stoiy that was the surprise 
hit of Hong Kong’s prolific 
movie industry, swept the 13th 
annual ’Hong Kong Film 
Awards, winning Bert Picture 
and six other awards. “Maybe 
I have more friends among hte 
judges tins year,” director De- 
rek Yec qmpped at th e gala 
televised awards ceremony in 
the Hong Kong Cultural Cen- 
tre. Based on a successful stage 
play, “Cest La Vie, Mon 
Cheri” broke ranks with the 
local film industry's vogue for 
historical Chinese kung fa ac- 
tion features with a sad, 
romantic tale of a doomed love 
between a handsome young 
jazz musician and hisgirlfnend 
dying of cancer. Anita Yuen, 
77, me pixie Miss Hong Kong 
of 1990 who only last year won 
the Best New Performer 
Award, collected the Best Ac- 
tress Award for her role in a 
film whose Chinese title literal- 
ly translates as The New End- 
less Love. Yee was summoned 
to the stage three times to 
collect for Best picture. Best 
.Director and Best Screenplay 
— leaving him in danger of 

running out of people to thank 

after expressing appreciation 
to everyone from his mother to 
Emcee John Sham. Missing 
out on the laurels was the 
film’s leading man, Hong 
Kong’s latest heart-throb Lau ' 
Gang-Wan, who lost the Best 
ActOT trophy to Anthony 
Wong for ha role as a psycho- 
tic cannibal killer in one of the 
year’s most gruesome films , 
The Untold Story. The Bride 
With White Hair, one of sever- 
al extravagant consume dra- 
mas set in ancient China on the 
nominations list, trailed CEst 
La Vie, Moo Cheri with three 
awards. 


Painting stolen in 
Australia found 
In Skopje 


SKOPJE (AFP) — A painting 
by the Ctech artist Oskar 
Kokochka, stolen in Austria 
several years ago, has been 
found in Skopje, Macedonian 
Interior Minister Ljubomir 
Frckov&ki said. Mr. Frckovski 
presented the still Kfe work in 
oils to the press. The painting 
stolen with seven jotbers from 
Australia’s National Gallery in 
die 1960s 'is estimated to be 
worth between $250,000 and 
$300,000. The thieves are 
Macedonian-born Australians 
who were caught trying to sell 
the painting in Skopje, Mr. 
Frckovski said. The painting 
was unda maged but had been 
cut from its frame With a scal- 
pel. 


Medicine shops 
to get rid of 
tiger remedies 

HONG KONG (R) — Hong 
Kong’s Chinese medicine 
shops have one week to dis- 
pose of all stocks containing 
tiger produces, which have 
been banned in the territory, 
the government said Friday. 
Tiger parts are prized in ASaa 
for their supposed medicinal 
properties. A three-month 
grace period allowing Hong 
Kong shops to dispose of all 
remaining tiger products ex- 
pires next Friday. The ban was 
implemented to bring Hong 
Kong in line with Convention 
on International Trade in En- 
dangered Species (CITES) 


Mrs. Clinton defends investments, profits 


WASHINGTON (R) — First 
lady Hillary Rodham Clinton, 
appearing poised and relaxed, 
said Friday she did nothing 
wron g in tfa e Whitewater affair 
bat admitted her inexperience 
and desire for privacy have 
made things worse. 

Ill an u n usual move for a 
first lady, the president’s wife 
fielded questions for one hour 
and 10 minutes during a hastily 
called news conference in the 
State Dining Room of the 
White House. 

Mrs. Clinton admitted that 
her frritial opposition to a spe- 
cial prosecutor to investigate 
the case was a mistake that 
generated public doubts that 
she had something to hide. 

“I think that is probably one 
of the things that I regret most 
and one of the reasons why I 
wanted to do tins (press con-' 
ference) because I've bad to 
really do a lot of thinking the 
last couple of mouths,” she 
said. 

She said that “what has 
helped me in the last couple of 


weeks is... my belief that is 
really a result of our own inex- 
perience in Washington” and 
not a long-term problem. 

Sitting on a wooden chair, ' 
the first lady said she knew of 
no time when money was fun- 
nelled improperly from the 
Madison Guaranty Savings and 
Loan, which later went bank- 
rupt, into tiie .Whitewater 
Land Development Co. 'in 
which she and Bill Clinton 
were partners in the 1980s. 

That has been one of the 
central questions about die 
money-losing business venture 
now under scrutiny by a special 
counsel investigating a broad 


range of issues that have fallen 
urnfer tbe “WWtewater” label. 

She calmly insisted nothing 
wrong took place in her in- 
vestments in cattle futures 
markets — when she made 
nearly $100,000 in nine iribnths 
on an initial investment ofodr 
$ 1 , 000 . 

. She called herself fortunate 
to be Steered into a good 
opportunity by an (rid mend 


and investment expert. James 
Blair, but got no improper 
advantage from that rela- 
tionship. 

“It was a good investment, 
offered by somebody who 
knew a kit, who could provide 
a lot of good advice, and I was 
lucky and made the decision to 
stop when I did,” she said. 

Although' the affairs has 
hounded her and President 
Clinton, tbe first lady showed 
no anger as reporters peppered 
her with questions -- fieqtieiit- 
ty saying dungs like rm glad 
you asked about that” in re- 
sponse to questions. 

A survey released Friday 
night by U.S. News and World 
Report magazine showed that 
Whitewater has had a negative 

impact on the first lady. A year 

ag^ per cent of Amoiams 

St she helped her hwband s 
■presidency. That number fell 
to 51 per cent m the new poll. 

The poQ also found Amer- 
icans nearly evenly spfit on 
whether or not Mrs- Clinton 


has been truthful on family 
finances — with 48 per cent 
saying “yes” and 41 per cent 

saying “no.” 

“I feel very confident about 
bow tins will all turn oat,” she 
told reporters. “This is not a 
long-term problem or issue in 
any way ” Mrs. Clinton said at 
extended exchange with repor- 
ters about the Whitewater 
affair. 

Saying “we went into 
Whitewater to make money 
Mt to Jose it,” the first lady 
said “the embarrassing thin* to 
me is that we ended uplosin fi 
money and it keeps beine 
beaten like the deadest honj 
there is, over and over again." 

_ She freely admitted nusiude- 
mg the impact the affair has 
5“L= “J™« ter effort to be 


■ — - wjutautuiE uu- 

•warns parts have been banned in (he 
ll rr, i or LJ '«ace 1 989. 
r 3 ut J* J .P er cent of the terri- 
tory’s Chinese medicine shops 
5"* inspected by the 
Agnculture and Fisheries De- 
partment over the past six 
said the department’s 
assistant director, Frank Lau. 


‘Pizza man’ goes 

door-to-door 

naked 

INDIANAPOLIS (AP) — A 
man clai ming to be a pizza 
wore nothing more 
ttian a baseball cap as he went 
ooor-to-dooT at an apartment 
°°mplex. Chad Abrams, 21, 
was arrested and jailed on 
of public indecency 
Public intoxication. Mr. 
Abrams injured himself in the 
p°*n while jumping over a 
tence as he allegedly tried to 
nee from sheriff’s deputies, 
sheriffs officials said he *1* 
not a pizza deliveryman. They 
were uncertain whether he was 
a«nally carrying a pizza.' 
~“P™S. al ways bring this stuff 
out, dispatch supervisor Lin- 
^ Wyland said. “You always 
gtt these guys trying to show 
what they have/’ 
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NEWS IN BRIEF 


Ski Paradise wins big Japan race 

ii^^SpSSSI 

Parad^ \2S~f* * m S*** lasl November. Ski 

SSSffi? pn2e money of S582 '°°° 0,11 of «■* total p“ 

French crew breaks sailing record 

?tJ^r»fH A K ICISCO — An avant-garde French sailboat 



foopTrhBn V - raw ta£ bay some two weeks 

13K£SL%‘ ^UE^r* 1 m Li 1989 ' The ^ foDowed * e 

th£ w?S J- ' 43 ^f m ) p-pe Horn route once travelled bv 
the famed clipper ships of the last century. The craft crossed 
the raaemarv finish line m the bay at 8:32 p.m., 62 days, five 

m i Du ^ s . after having New York. The former 

S?h d 'the n e ^h he T P m2 ?™ Great American, did not even 
reach the northern hemisphere until after its 60th day. 

doping 6 champ * on sus Pended for 

7SP° ( *9 — Chinese women’s judo champion Tang 
Lihong was banned for two years Friday after testing positive 
for drues during the Asian Championships in Macao last 
. 'ovember. Kyodo news agency said. The suspension was 
announced at a technical committee meeting of the Judo 
Union of Asia (JUA) in Tokyo where officials said Tang was 
toundtohave taken a banned diuretic. Tang won the women's 
4 ^k,(j division at the Asian Championships. Liu Yuqi, an 
omciaJ of the Chinese Judo Association, denied Tang took a 
diuretic but said the athlete appeared to have taken some sort 
of medicine when she was admitted to hospital because of an 
illness before the championships, Kyodo said. 

State Department clears Cuban trip 

COLORADO SPRINGS. Colorado (AFP; — The U.S. State 
Department Friday intervened to allow shooting competitors 
from several countries to travel from the World Cup USA to 
Cuba for a World Cup event in Cuba next week. About 400 
shooters from more than 60 countries are in Fort Benning, 
Georgia, for the .American event. About 250 of them were to 
travel to Havana Sunday. The plans hit a snag when the State 
Department learned that Olympic-stvle competitors travel 
with their own weapons. U.S. regularioans bar the export of 
firearms to Cuba. On Friday, after intervention by senators 
Sam Nunn and Ted Stevens, the State Department determined 
that the rule did not apply to the special target guns used in 
competition. 

Cadalora takes pole in Japanese GP 

SUZUKA. Japan (AFPl — Luca Cadalora starts Sunday’s 
Japanese 500 cc Grand Prix in pole position after steady rains 
during the final session Saturday left the lap record he set on 
Friday unbeaten. The Italian Yamaha rider, seeking his first 
win of the season, stormed to a new lap record of 2min 
8.336secs on the 5.86 kilometre (3.64 mile) course on Friday to 
take top spot over rivals Michael Doohan and Kevin 
Schwantz. The rain started eariv Saturday, slowing down the 
pace and ensuring that none of the riders was able to better 
tbeir Friday times. 

Cameroon cancels friendly with 
Zambia 

YAOUNDE (R) — Cameroon's chaotic preparations for this 
year's World Cup finals hit a new low Saturday when state 
radio announced the cancellation of Sunday’s friendly match 
against Zambia. The radio gave no reasons for the last-minute 
decision. The warm-up match in Douala. Cameroon’s econo- 
mic capital, Was organised by an obscure company called 
Audio Visual International Communication. Soccer journal- 
ists said the company was unable to raise the funds to bring 
Zambia, one of Africa’s top teams. Cameroon's indomitable 
Lions were Africa's pride in the 1990 World Cup finals in Italy, 
reaching the quarter-finals. 


GOREN BRIDGE 


WITH OMAR 5HUUF 
& TANNAH KRSCH 
C T«gn*IMiS«nmlK 


WEEKLY BRIDGE Quiz 


"Q.l — Both vulnerable, as South 
you hold: 

4KQ <7108754 09853 *A8 
Hie h idufri c has proceeded: 

North East South West 

1 0 Pees 1 7 Pam 

2 t? Pam 7 

What action do you take? 

A. — The negtive aspect of your 
holding is that the high cards are ip 
the short suits. Hie plus fact or « 
your secondary fit for partner 1 a roit. 
We think the hand is just worth a 

game try and would issue the invita- 
tion by raising to three hearts. 

QJ2 — East-West vulnerable, as 
South you bold: 

$765 V1082 OJ43 +K853 
The bidding has proceeded: 

North East Sooth Wert 

2C* 3 * Pern Pass 

Dbl Pass ? 

• — Artificial, game force 
What action do you take? 

A. — Considering your length m 
East’s suit, partner’s double is obvi- 
ously for takeout and you are free to 
remove it if you desire. However, 
with this distribution you ha ve no 
reason to believe that any contract 
your side might essay would be 
more rewarding than the penalty 
you might obtain, so pass. * 
king of chibs could be worth a bill 
trick on defense. 

<&3 — East-West vulnerable^ as 
South you hold: 

♦JTB 743 0AJ97 *A&J«S 

Hie bidding has proceeded: 

West North East South 

2 $ 4 7 Pas® ? 

What actios do you take? 

A— While the North hand does 
not have to be all that strong » 
defensive values, partner must have 
a very good heart suit. We think you 

can make a slam as long as you 
don’t have two fast spade tow.-*- 
The way to find out is to bia aver 


game— raise to five hearts. Your 
failure to cue-bid sh ould 

alert partner to the need fora spade 
control. 

Q.4 — Neither vulnerable, as South 
you hold: 

♦AK7052 9K102 02 ♦AIDS 
The bid ding has proceeded: 

North East South West 

1 0 Pass 1 * Pass 

1 NT. Pass 7 

What do yon bid now? 

A. — With a full opening bid fac i ng 
a partner who opened, you want to 
be in game. It’s dose whether you 
should bid three no trump or four 
spades, but we prefer the latter. The 
one tad you can’t make is three 
sp ad es — that is simply invi tat i o naL 

Q.5 — East-West vulnerable, as 
South you bold: 

*2 7Q9765 CQ8852 *KQ 

The bidding has proceeded: 

North East South West 
3 0 DM 7 
What action do you take? 

A. — You have no reason to believe 
the opponents cannot make at least 
game, possibly slam, on this han d, 
so yon should make it as difficult as 
possible for them to get into the 
auction. Increase the preempt by 
jumping to five diamonds. 

q. 6 As South, vulnerable, you 

hold: 

♦AKQ95 v'AlOS 0A3 *A103 
Your right-hand opponent opens 
the bidding with three diamonds. 
What action do you take? 

A. — Your hand is too rich in quidt 
tricks and your spade suit is a card 
or two short for a jump to four 
sp»rW The way to show your 
strong all-round hand is to double 
first and then consider whether to 
bid spades over partner’s respons e 
or take a shot at three no trump- 


Moorer dethrones Holyfield 


LAS VEGAS (R) — Friday 
night's title fight may not have 
been about hooks and jabs as 
much as it was about Evander 
Holyfield showing that fighters 
can turn into oid men in just 36 
minutes. 

Michael Moorer, 26. snatch- 
ed Holyfield’s World Boxing 
Association (WBA) and Inter- 
national Boxing Federation 
(IBF) heavyweight titles in a 
majority decision and turned in 
a very creditable job, especial- 
ly with his jarring right jab that 
tattooed the former champion 
all night. 

But it was Holyfield’s inabil- 
ity to get out of the way of the 
jab and his generally sloppy, 
doddering performance that 
made the job much easier. It 
seemed that the often tentative 
left-handed challenger could 
bit the 31 -year-old Holyfield 
with his right jab anytime he 
wished. 

Holyfield did manage to 
land combinations to the new 
champion’s head and even 
knocked Moorer down in the 
second round. But Holvfield's 
legs — where the torque for 
the power is generated — 
seemed to be wanting to play 
shuffleboard instead. 

Holyfield knocked down 
Moorer in the second round, 
but judge Jerry Roth saw it as a 
“flash'* knockdown and scored 
the round even. If be had 
scored it 10-9 as the other 
judges had it, Holyfield would 
have won. The other judges 
scored the fight 114-114 and 
116-112. 

Moorer got up quickly and 
later said he had only' been 
momentarily stunned, neither 
man was knocked down after 
that. 



Micbpel Moorer poses with the IBF and WBA 
heavyweight title belts after defeating champion Evander 
— Holyfield (AFP photo) 


Violence mars end 
of 1 993 soccer season 


Moorer won the fifth round 
on all cards and he seemed to 
be gaining momentum as he hit 
Holyfield wiih a left uppercut 
jarring him into the ropes. 
The cut opened up shortly af- 
ter that. 

Moorer, now 35^0. also won 
the sixth round from the 
judges, and in the seventh 
round, he came back to land 
strong punches after being bat- 
tered by a series of Holyfield’s 
blows. ■ 

Moorer hurt Holyfield in the 
12th round with a right hook 
and then immediately followed 
up to do more damage with his 
powerful jab. Holyfield slug- 
ged it out with Moorer until 
the bell, but Moorer was in no 
danger. 

“Him being left-handed was 
a big problem, but 1 did train 
for it.** Holyfield said. 

"The cut made it difficult. 


but Michael Moorer fought a 
great fight." Holyfield said. 

Holyfield. now 30-2. also did 
not help his cause much by 
crucial decisions, dictated by a 
concern for money, he made 
outside the ring. 

He switched to a new trainer 
— his third in four fights — 
and fired his cutman. 

And. as luck would have it in 
this town built on losing gam- 
bles, Holyfield was cut and 
bothered by blood oozing into 
his eye throughout the light. 

His trainer. Don Turner, 
had said with little modesty 
earlier in the week that “you 
gotta be a real idiot not to be 
able to talk and fix a cut at the 
same time." 

Without trying to categorise 
his intelligence quotient, it was 
noted that the cut did not 
appear to be very deep and 
that it bled for several rounds. 


Marseille to fight 
relegation decision 


MARSEILLE, France (AFP) 
— Bernard Tapie vowed Satur- 
day to fight the decision to 
relegate Olympicque Marseille 
and ban him from football as 
punishment for his dub’s role 
in the Valenciennes match-fix- 
ing scandal. 

Tapie told AFP he would be 
taking the decision to relegate 
the European Cup holders to 
court and would be appealing 
his own ban through the 
arbitration committee of the 
National Olympic Committee. 

The sanctions against 
Marseille and Tapie. the club 
president, were announced 
Friday after the French Foot- 
ball Federation dedded the 
ctub was implicated in an 
attempt to bribe three Valen- 
ciennes players before a league 


match at the end of the last 
season. 

Valenciennes player Christ- 
ophe Robert, who was banned 
from playing in France until 
July 19%, has confessed to 
taking 250,000 francs ($50,000) 
to take it easy during the 
match. Marseille's Jean Jac- 
ques Eydelie, also banned until 
1996, admitted acting as an 
intermediary between the 
club’s former general manager, 
Jean-Pierre Bernes, who was 
banned for life, and the Valen- 
dennes players. 

• On the basis of their testi- 
mony, the federation felt it 
could announce sporting sanc- 
tions ahead of the completion 
of the criminal investigation 
into the affair. 


AMMAN LITTLE LEAGUE 


Results of Little League baseball games played Friday, April 22 

T-BALL 
Renault 29 
Budget 23 

COACH PITCH 


Opel 32 
Aram ex 24 


Marriott 17 
CCC 12 


Yellow Pages 8 
General Plastic 6 


Apple 14 

Modern Schools 11 

KID PITCH 

Peugeot' 7 

6 (game to be continued) 


SENIORS 


Alphacan-A 12 Skoda-A 7 

Skoda-B 7 AIphacau-B 0 

Amman Little League baseball standings (after games played 
on Friday, April 22, 1994) 


T-BALL 

Won Lost 


Aramex 

Budget 

Opel 

Renault 


CCC 
GEMT 
Marriott 
Modon Schools 
Apple 


Ycflow Pag es 
Aqaba Stripping 
Epson* 

General Plastic* 


Percentage 


1000 

.500 

.500 

.000 


Games 

behind 


COACH PITCH 


1000 

1000 

.500 

.000 

.000 


KID PITCH 

0 


1090 

1066 

.000 


Vi 

1 

m 

2 


'A 

Vh 

2 


ir Friday’s 6-6 tie game between Epson and General Plastic Co. 
win be contained next week. 


Scherbo wins 
floor exercise 
gold medal 

BRISBANE, Australia (AP) 
— Vitaly Scherbo, the domi- 
nant figure in men’s gymnastics 
for the past two years, re- 
bounded back- to top form 
Saturday, winning the floor ex- 
ercise gold medal at the world 
championships. 

The 22-year-old from Be- 
larus scored 9.75 points for his 
floor routine to win ahead of 
Neil Thomas of Britain and 
Ioannis Melissanidis of 
Greece, who shared second 
. place at .9.687 points. 

Gina Go^gan of Romania 
won the" women's vault gpld 
medal with 9.812 ahead of 
Svetlana Chorkina of Russia, 
who scored 9.800, and Lavinia 
Milosovici of Romania, who 
scored 9.787. 

Shannon Miller of the Un- 
ited States, who successfully 
defended her all-around title 
Friday night, led after her first 
vault but tumbled on the dis- 
mount from her second vault 
and finished seventh at 9.543. 


By Aha Bannayan 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — The conclusion of 
the 1993 first division soccer 
championship will be one that 
cannot be forgotten, not for its 
action-packed soccer but for 
the unhaftpy ending of the 
Wihdat-Faisali match Friday 
which was disrupted following 
acts of violene which police 
bad to contain by tear gas. 

Instead of enjoying the final 
match of the season which 
grouped champions, A1 Faisa- 
li, and runners-up A1 Wihdat, 
over 100 fans and eight police- 
men emerged bruised and in- 
jured following the match 
attended by Her Royal High- 
ness Princess Haya'Bint Al 
Hussein, the vice-president of 
the Asian Soccer Federation 
and over 20,000 fans. 

The Jordan Soccer Federa- 
tion (JSF) was meeting late 
Saturday to review the inci- 
dents and take appropriate me- 
asures (see story on page I). Al 
Faisali were leading 2-0 when 
the match was bolted. 

Al Baqaa relegated 

While the result of the 
Wihdat-Faisali match has no 
bearing on the standings of 
both teams — as Al Faisali 
have won their 25th title while 
Al Wihdat finished second — 
the results of the final week of 
the 22-week-iong competition 
were very important to the rest 
of the teams. 

In the final week action, Al 
Baqaa became the fourth team 
to be relegated alongside Al 


Yarmouk, Sahab and Fuheis. 

Despite Al Baqaa's 4-1 win 
over AJ Yarmouk, they could 
not hold on to their place in the 
division after the rest of the 
teams threatened with relega- 
tion scored some surprising re- 
sults which enabled them to 
remain among the Kingdom's 
top terms. 

Al Baqaa's goats were ail 
scored late in the match. The 
first was in the 62nd minute by 
A! Yarmouk’s defender Imao 
Mahmoud. Riyad Diqs added 
another goal three minutes la- 
ter. 

Jamal Whcidi scored Al Ba- 
qaa's third goal, which was 
followed by At Yarmouk’s sole 
goal by Khalcd Yousef in the 
88th minute. 

Al Baqaa missed a penalty 
shot but Bilal At Asi ended his 
rcams’s scoring spree when he 
netted in the fourth goal in the 
90th minute. 

Al Baqaa's officials Saturday 
accused the rest of the teams of 
“unfair play by rigging match- 
es”. as the three other teams 

— Al Ramuih. Al Arabi and 
Al Qadissich — all of whom 
were threatened by relegation 

— scored unexpected wins 
over their opponents. 

A3 Ramtha avoided relega- 
tion when they scored a crucial 
2-! victory over Al Ahli. 

Mouaffaq Abu Hdcih 
opened scoring in the 20th 
minute, but A! Ahli’s Bamdi 
Ramadan equalised five mi- 
nutes later 

Mahmoud Raja scored Ai 
Ramrha’s winning goal in the 
67th minute, saving his team 
from relegation to finish in 


seventh place v.-hjiie ai Afcl . 
came in fifth. * Ahh 

Al Qadissieh held on to jw^ij 
halfway position when ttui 
beat Al Fuheis 3-0 to 
fourth place. 

The league's second fac&s 
striker Mustafa Adam 
A! Qudi&uefc's first goal In fL’ 
20ih minute. 

Munir Abu Hantash scored 
the second goal in the 73fd 
minute, and Adam scalid his 
team's win with another Ana* * 
the S9th minute. 

Adam thus scored a total a 
16 goals in the season, while A 
Far&ah’s Tadms won rbc bn- 
striker award with 19 

Sahah scored a 43 wi n 
Al Jazireh who manag ^ot * y. 
stay in the ftrsi division, 
eighth place. ,n 

Al Jarirch's Maher Mafa r j l 
scored a stunning goal j n 
5th minute, but Sahah 
iscd five minutes later. 
took she lead after 
their second goal in the 
minute and the third 
the 44:h minute. Al Ja-if-jJ,' 1 
second goal came 
penalty shot *n the 50th t,* 
nute. But after their vctcrJ™ 
striker Tawfiq Al Saheb 
out with an injury , Sahab nils 
on an all-out attack celcbratmu 
their lead and win. * 

Al Jazirch scored their ffcir . 
goal from a pen all \ kick in ',V 0 
Mth minute “ c 

Al Arabi scored a 2-0 win 
over A! Huucm to finish ftjii 
ending AI Hus-seinS hope* 
runner-up position which 
clinched by Al Wihdat. whll? 
Al Hussein remained third 


Chicago’s bid suffers setback 


CHICAGO, Illinois (AFP) — 
Just when they needed Michael 
Jordan to pull out a victory, 
the Chicago Bulls were left 
struggling without rhe retired 
superstar. 

The three-time reigning 
National Basketball Associa- 
tion (NBA) champions suf- 
fered a setback in their bid for 
the top east playoff seed here 
Friday night, losing to Boston 
104-94 in doable overtime. 

Meanwhile, Jordan was 
going I-for-4 with an infield 
single for the Birmingham 
Barons of U.S. baseball's 
Minor League. Jordan is bat- 
ting .324 for the season (I2-for- 
37) while trying to achieve a 
dream of reaching the Major 
League. 

Without him, the Bulls fell 
to 55-26, one game behind 
eastern leaders Atlanta and 
New York with one game to 
play. The Bulls paly host to 
New York Sunday. 

Also Friday. Dutchman Rik 
Smits scored 40 points, the 
most in his six-year NBA 
career, and Indiana beat Phi- 


ladelphia I33-SS to remain 
ahead in the battle for the 
east's fifth seed. 

The Pacers established team 
records with their seventh 
straight triumph and 46th vic- 
tory of the season. They 
matched a team mark for vic- 
tory margin, tying a 14-year- 
old' record with the triumph 
Friday night. 

Smits scored 24 points in the 
first half, matching the total of 
Philadelphia's starters. 

“He was phenomenal.” In- 
diana coach Larry Brown said. 
“Every time I looked around, 
he was making a sensational 
play.” 

The Pacers tied Cleveland 
for fifth at 46-35. Indiana 
would receive the higher play- 
off spot after winning 3-of-5 
from Cleveland this season. 

Cleveland and New Jersey 
are fighting for the next two 
spots while Miami is assured of 
facing the east champion in the 
opening round. 


In the west ni.ivoff picture 
top seed Seattle "and eighth- 
seed Denver have already kfit 
dates tor their opening scries 
Houston. JcspiLc a slight i i: . 
jury to centre Hakeem Ola- 
juwon, is assured ot the second 
seed and will play Portland |r 
the first round. 

San Antonio and Phoenix, 
led by Olympians Davit] 
Robinson and Charles Barklos 
respectively, are fighting foV 
the third seed. The Suns, final- 
ists a year ago, need only beat 
lowly Sacramento on Saturday 
to seal the higher berth. 

Whichever finishes higher 
gets to play Golden State in th« 
opening round, while tfc tf 
fourth seed has a tougher bat- 
tle on their hands with Utah, 
paced by Olympians Karj 
Malone and John Stockton. 


Jordan Times 
Tel: 667171 




VILLA FOR SALE 

Newly built villa with new Italian and Spanish exquisite 
furniture. Consists of 5 master bedrooms, maid’s room. 4 
bathrooms. 2 kitchens fully-equipped with German and 
American electrical appliances. 2 garages, 70-station satel- 
lite dish, telephone plus fax. Building space area 415 sq.m.; 
the land is 500 sq.m. 

Location: Jandawil district. 8th Circle. Amman. Price: 
$450,000. 

Call the owner: Tel. 861260 Amman. 


FURNISHED APARTMENT 
FOR RENT 

Deluxe furnished 150 sq.m, ground floor house, part of 
the landlord's villa, consists of 2 bedrooms, 2 bath- 
rooms. salon & dining room, veranda, large kitchen, 
breakfast area. Laundry & storage room, separate 
heating & entrance, with telephone, garage & garden. 
Nicely located in Al Rabia 
Annual rent JD 5,000 
Please call tel.: 698928 


JOB OPPORTUNITY 

e5<t-) TOR 

PERSONAL SECRETARY 

REQUIRED CANDIDATES WITH DYNAMIC PERSONALITY 
AND LEADERSHIP QUALITIES FOR THE POST OF PERSONAL 
SECRETARY. 

CANDIDATES SHOULD POSSESS : 

- INSTITUTE DIPLOMA (SECRETARIAL) WITH KNOWLEDGE 
OF SHORTHAND AND PC OPERATIONS. 

- FLUENCY IN BOTH ARABIC AND ENGLISH LANGUAGE 
(READING , WRITING AND SPOKEN). 

- CAPACITY TO TRANSLATE FROM ARABIC TO ENGLISH 
. AND VICE VERSA. 

- COMPREHENSIVE KNOWLEDGE OF SECRETARIAL 

DUTIES, ENGLISH AND ARABIC TYPEWRITING. ] 

»■ 

* MINIMUM FIVE YEARS EXPERIENCE AS PERSONAL 
SECRETARY. 

CANDIDATES FULFILLING THE ABOVE REQUIREMENTS 
MAY PLEASE FORWARD THE APPLICATIONS WITH C.V. IN 
ENGLISH TO P.O.BOX 9167*7, NOT LATER THAN S^.1994. 


SOUTH AFRICANS 
ABROAD 

If you are a South African living 
abroad or travelling overseas on 
business or holiday on April 26, 
you will be able to vote in the 
country’s first fully democratic 
elections. 

Voting will take place in the 
Hashemite Kingdom of Jordan on 
April 26, 1994 in room 136 in the 
Forte Grand Hotel from 07:00 to 
19:00. 

For further information 
please call the South African 
Embassy at 667140 or 674347 



X; 
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Cinema 


Tel.: 634144 


TTDSfS Sr JERRY 

The Movie 

Performances: 11:00. 12.30. 3-30. 
6:1 “Vifrii?e Palace": at 10:30 p-m. 


Cinema 


Tel.: 699238 


PLAZA 


Corey Haim & Corey Feldman. Nicole 
Eggen 
in 

BLOWN AWAY 

Shows: 1230. 3:15, 5:00. 6:30, 8:30, 10:30 


Cinema 


Tel.: 677420 


CONCORD 


CONCORD ‘1’ 

A PERFECT WORLD 

Shows: 12:30. 3 JO. 6:15. 8:30. 10:30 

CONCORD ‘2’ 
MR. JONS 

Shows: 12:30. 3:30. 6:15. 8:30, 10:30 


Tel.: 618274 - 618275 

AMMOUN THEATRE 

Tel.: 675571 

NabD Al Mashtni Theatre 

Nabil & Hisham's Tel.: 625155 

AM LAN THEATRE 

The political comedy play 
FORBIDDEN 
FORBIDDEN 

Every night at 8:30 p.m. 

Coming soon 

Abu Awad in: Tr.e new comedy 
play: 

“A PUNCTURED BAG” 

Di reeled by Ghassan Ai Mashmi 

The Political Satire 
“Ahlan Arab 
Summit Conference" 
at 8:30 p.m 












News 






NEWS IN BRIEF 


Saudi' group says member's family pressured 


NICOSIA (R) — A Saudi Arabian civil rights group said on 
Saturday that Saudi officials were putting pressure on the 
family of its London office head to make him return to the 


kingdom. “The Committee for the Defence of Legitimate 
Rights (CDLR) has learned that the Saudi authorities have 


started exercising pressures upon the family of Doctor Sa’ad 
A1 Faqih,” a CDLR statement said. “(This is) in order to 
persuade him to return to the kingdom and relinquish his role 
m the committee in exchange for what has been described as 
“a royal pardon*" it added. The statement, which was faxed to 
Reuters from London, said Dr. Faqih was the CDLR’s 
London office director. It was signed by Dr. Faqih and CDLR 
spokesman Mohammad A! Masaari, a physics professor who 
foe group says spent six months in detention in Saudi Arabia 
before coming to London. 


Three hurt in Cairo gas blast 


CAIRO (AFP) — An explosion in an empty house injured 
three passers-by in a crowded district of Cairo Saturday. The 
Interior Ministry said it was caused by a gas leak. Earlier, 
security officials bad said a bomb had exploded in the house in 
Matareyah and police were questioning a militant in connec- 
tion with the blast. Witnesses told AFP gas installations bad 
not been set up in the district in northern Cairo. Two militants 
were injured Thursday when five explosive devices they were 
planning to use in attacks accidentally blew up in a shop in the 
’Ain Shams district of Cairo. The blast badly damaged the 
front of the shop, which was owned by one of tbe injured, a 
chemist. His cousin was also hurt. 


Vietnamese pushed out of train in Germany 


POTSDAM, Germany (R) — Unknown attackers apparently 
pushed a 33-year-old Vietnamese man out of a moving train in 
eastern Germany breaking both his ankles, police said 
Saturday. The man said be asked two Germans, whom he 
described as shaven-headed, about a stop on the journey. The 
men took away his ticket and pushed him out of the train 
between the towns of Ruhland and Hoyerswerda. For three 
years since nnification. Germany has been dogged by racist 
violence, often carried out by young shaven-beaded skinheads 
of neo-Nazis. This week six youths were charged in the 
northern town of Bielefeld with setting fire to a house 
inhabited by Turks. 


Briton faces caning in Qatar 


LONDON (AFP) — A Qatari court has sentenced a Briton to 
SO strokes of the cane across the soles of bis feet on conviction 
of illicit alcohol sales to a Muslim, the man’s father said here 
Saturday. But Colonel Derek Sherrad-Smith charged that his 
computer programmer son Gavin “has been set up" by police. 
The 30-year-old Briton bad been working with Qatari police 
for 18 months when he was arrested last November and 
charged with selling around a dozen bottles of alcohol to a 
Muslim colleague. An Islamic court sentenced him on Jan. 24 
to SO cane lashes and a six-month prison sentence, to be 
followed by expulsion from Qatar. Col. Sherrad-Smith said: 
“We fear that the physical and degrading punishment, 
orderded on very flimsy evidence, may well cause irreparable 
pyschoiogical harm. “The meeting (between his son and die 
Muslim purchaser) took place, observed by the CID who 
claimed that money was given for the sale of alcohol... (but) 
only one eyewitness alleged he had seen the transaction, 
whereas die Hoiy Koran requires at least two.'* 


Mashhad gunman tried to kill himself 


TEHRAN (AFP) — A man who fired shots at a Muslim 


prayer leader in the hoiy city of Mashhad in northeastern Iran 
later tried to commit suicide. Iranian newspapers reported 


later tried to commit suicide, Iranian newspapers reported 
Saturday. The man, who shot and wounded Hojatoleslam 
Abat-Khorassaxu with a pistol during a religious service 
Friday, fired a bullet into his stomach before being overpo- 
wered by worshippers who handed him over to the security 
forces. Three shots were fired at Hojatoleslam Abai- 
Khorassani, hitting him in tbe neck and chest. He was rushed 
to hospital, where his condition was reported to be satisfac- 
; tory. A stray bullet also injured a young religious scholar, the 
newspaper said. The gunman underwent surgery during which 
. part of his intestines was removed. The motive for the attack, 
the first ever on a Muslim cleric leading Friday prayers in Iran, 
was not known. It took place at the Gohar-Shad mosque near 
the Imam Reza Mausoleum, one of Shiite Elam’s holiest 
shrines. 


Aid agency to be taken to court in Sudan 


KHARTOUM (R) — A U.S.-based voluntary aid agency 
working in Sudan is to be taken to court for allegedly 
distributing spoiled food unfit for human consumption, a 
Khartoum newspaper reported on Saturday. The government- 
owned A1 Ingaz A1 Watani daily said Justice Minister and 
Attorney-General Abdul Aziz Sbidu issued a decision to 
prosecute the area development agency. In recent weeks 
Khartoum newspapers have carried several articles about an 
international voluntary organisation distributing and selling 
spoiled relief food but few details have emerged. 


Rwandan rebels Accord on army move 


declare truce 


ARUSHA, Tanzania (Agen- 
cies) — Rwandan rebels de- 
clared a unilateral ceasefire 
from midnight (2100 GMT) 
Monday ahead of peace talks 
which opened here late Satur- 
day, but said it would only hold 
if foe government agreed to 
end ethnic bloodletting. 

A "unilateral declaration of 
ceasefire” signed by rebel 
Rwanda Patriotic Front 
(RPF), leader Alexis 
Kanyarengwe and issued in 
this northern Tanzanian town 
blamed the massacres of tens 
of thousands of Rwandans on 

the “presidential guard, armed 

civilians and militias.” 

It called for a “cessation of 
hostilities” to get food and 
medicine to tens or possibly 
hundreds of thousands of dis- 
placed people and “bring this 
conflict to a peaceful settle- 
ment.” 

The death of President 
Juvenal Habyarimana in a 
mysterious April 6 plane crash 
triggered an ethnic bloodafo 
and rekindled foe three-year 
civil war. 

The rebel declaration said 
the ceasefire would be con- 
ditional on foe government 
forces “controlling all killings 
and acts of violence in areas 
under their control within 96 
hours of foe coming into force 
of this declaration.” 

Another condition was that 
tbe government forces accept 
an international inquiry into 
foe killings and allow those 
found responsible to be 
punished. 

* It also made the end of 
fighting dependent on the gov- 
ernment forces agreeing to 
joint security patrols with the 
rebels to stop atrocities. 

It also said the government 
must agree to joint control of 
foe airport and safe corridors 
for humanitarian aid. 

U.N. envoy Jacques-Roger 
Booth-Booh said U.N. 
peacekeepers evacuated from 
Rwanda may return if foe talks 
here lead to a ceasefire. 

“I have been authorised by 


here on Friday for talks be- 
tween the RPF and foe interim 
government aimed at ending 
the bloodletting that has cost 
tens of thousands of lives. 

Hie talks, chaired by Tanza- 
nian Prime Minister John 
Malecela, were due to open at 
six p.m. (1500 GMT). 

But many delegates had not 
arrived by mid-afternoon. 

The government delegation, 
led by Interior Minister Faus- 
tin Munyazesa and including at 
least two top military officers, 
was flying here from the east- 
ern Zairean town of Goma, 
diplomats said. 


eludes Y emen cabinet 



(U.N.) Secretary-General 
(Boutros Gbali) to keep 1,000 
troops in Nairobi so that if we 
get a ceasefire they can be 
brought back quickly,” Mr. 
Booh-Booh said. 

The U.N. envoy arrived 


Tbe interim government 
formed after the president’s 
death drove to Zaire from foe 
southern Rwandan town of 
Gitarama, where its members 
fled from Kigali nearly two 
weeks ago as tribal killings 
engnlfed foe capital. 

Also expected here later 
Saturday was Organisation of 
African Unity Secretary 
General Salim Ahmad Salim, 
who expressed outrage at the 
United Nation’s decision to 
withdraw almost all its 
peacekeepers from Rwanda. 

Aid agencies also conde- 
mned the pullout of about 
1,000 peacekeepers which they 
said left Rwandan civilians un- 
protected. 

UTN. spokesman Moctar 
Gueye said about 12,000 
Rwandans were under U.N. 
protection in Kigali, including 
about 5.000 displaced people 
in a sports stadium where 40 
civilians were killed Tuesday 
by government shells. 

Mr. Gueye said another 400 
people had been wounded, ab- 
out half of whom “will prob- 
ably not survive.” 

Mr. Booh-Booh said most of 
tbe peacekeepers bad arrived 
in Nairobi from Kigali. leaving 
only a skeletion force of about 
300 U-N. soldiers who are -to 
stay in the Rwandan capital. 

Their original mission was to 
monitor a ceasefire between 
foe rebels, mostly from foe 
minority Tutsi tribe, and the 
government forces, drawn 
mainly from tbe majority 
Hutus. 

The two sides signed 
Tanzanian-mediated peace 
accords in Arusha last August. 


SANAA (R) — Yemen’s 
cabinet failed to deride on 
Saturday how to move rival 
army units from potential 
flashpoints, one of foe issues 
threatening national unity. 

Political sources said the 
cabinet met only briefly over 
the plan to move army units 
away from areas near what was 
foe border before North and 
South Yemen merged into a 
single country four yeara ago. 
A new cabinet meeting was set 
for May 2. 

Yemen’s armed forces are 
still to be folly integrated. 

A brief statement by Sanaa 
Radio on the meeting made no 
mention of the rmKtary item, 
nor did it say what was discus- 
sed. 

Defence Minister Haitham 
Qassem Taber, a southerner, 
failed to attend the meeting in 
the capital Sanaa, foe sources 
said. 

Mr. Taber, a member of the 
Yemen Socialist Party (YSP) 
of estranged Vice-President 

Ali Salem A1 Beidh, has been 
boycotting cabinet meeting in 
for five months. 

At the core of foe dispute 


between foe YSP and the 
General Peoples Congress 
GPC of President AH Abdul- 
lah Saleh is the re-deployment 
of northern mid southern army 
troops, who clashed in Febru- 
ary after Mr. Saleh and Mr. 
Beidh signed a reconciliation 
accord in Jordan. 

A multinational military 
commission last week failed to 
agree on a redeployment plan. 

Differences arose between 
Mr. Saleh and Mir. Beidh in 
August, paralysing tbe govern- 
ment and sparking military 
dashes. The crisis threatens to 
redivide Yemen. 

The GPC denied on Friday 
it had rushed tanks and arms to 
loyal troops in the south and 
accused Aden of catting supply 
routes to northern forces. 

The GPC was responding to 
a YSP charge that northern 
rivals were rushing seven heli- 
copters loaded with weapons, 
military equipment and sol- 
diers to tbe Amaliqah Brigade 
“without prior notification.” 

The YSP said on Thursday 
two infantry battalions, 10 
tanks and four Katyusha- 
mounted vehicles were moved 


to areas along the fonner bor- 
der. 

‘There were no weapons or 
military equipment on the hen- 
copters. ^ Tliere were _ also oo 
troop reinforcements, a urw 
official source_said. — 


“The (southern) 20th bri- 
gade is cutting supply routts to 
the (northern) AmaUoah Bri- 
gade," the source added. 

Northern helicopters are 
lifting food supplies and medi- 
cines" to the Amaliqah Bri- 
gade which is stationed in foe 
southern province of Abyan, 

the source added. ■*. 

A maliq ah is a northern bn- 

S de deployed in the south 
flowing foe merger. 
Meanwhile Yemeni troops 
have been sent to surround an 
area where three Dutch en- 
gineers are believed to be held 
hostage by tribesmen, political 
sources said. 

The three — Wilbert Elder- 
borst, Gerard Jeurissen, and 
Jacvan berGun — were seized 

in March 25 by the Jahm tribe. 

One source said deployment 
of foe army unit was meant as a 
warning to tribes in foe area. 


Christopher trip aims to give 
boost to Mideast peace talks 


WASHINGTON (USIA) — 
Secretary of State Warren 
Christopher leaves Sunday for 
the Middle East where he 
hopes to give fresh political 
impetus to tbe overall Middle 
East peace process, and to the 
Israeli-Palestinian discussions 
in particular.. 


Gulf Arabs wary of 
U.S. call for democracy 


RIYADH (AFP) — Gulf Arab 
states have reservations about 
a U.S. document calling on 
them to encourage pluralism 
and democracy as the basis of 
future relations in the Middle 
East, Arab diplomats said here 
Saturday. 

The document, presented to 
the six-member Gulf Coopera- 
tion Council (GCC) in Febru- 
ary, said the United States 


The ministry officials were 
» coordinate their positions on 


wanted to see participants in 
the multilateral Middle East 


peace talks “encourage indi- 
vidual and collective freedoms 
and pursue democracy and 
pluralism.” 

It said relations betweea 
states in foe region should be 
based on such concepts in foe 
future. 

Foreign ministry officials 
from GCC members Saudi 
Arabia. Kuwait, the United 
Arab Emirates. Qatar, 
Bahrain and Oman met in 
Riyadh Saturday to discuss the 
document. They bad “reserva- 
tions” about the proposals, the 
diplomats said. 


to coordinate their positions on 
the document and review their 
participation in foe multilateral 
talks, launched at foe Madrid 
peace conference in 1991. 

Of foe six GCC states only 
Kuwait has an elected parlia- 
ment with various political 
groups represented. 

Tne other five have special- 
ly-appointed consultative 
assemblies. 

On Tuesday the multilateral 
working group on water re- 
sources — one of five set up in 
Madrid — ended talks in 
Oman with agreements on five 
projects to boost scarce water 
supplies and establish Israeli- 


rab cooperation. 

The talks were attended by 


an Israeli delegation, visiting a 
Gulf Arab country for the first 


“We’re going to encourage 
tbe parties ’ to come to closure 
on implementation of the 
Gaza-Jericho accords,” 
spokesman Michael McCuny 
told on Friday news briefing. 
“We believe the secretary’s 
presence in the region can help 
be a spur and an incentive for 
them to really complete the 
work on the document neces- 
sary to fully implement foe 
declaration.” 

Mr. McCurry noted that 
talks between Israel and foe 
Palestine Liberation Organisa- 
tion (PLO) in both Cairo and 
in Bucharest have been making 
considerable progress. 

“We will do what we can 
while we’re in the region to lay 
a stronger substantive basis for 
progress on all the tracks so 
that when foe negotiations re- 
sume here in Washington fol- 
lowing the secretary’s trip 
they’ll be in a position to adv- 
ance the dialogue even farth- 
er,” foe spokesman said. 

“...The secretary feels that 
it’s very important to demons- 
trate the United States is 
staying foe course on our poli- 
cy with respect to Iraq, that 
both our humanitarian efforts 
in northern Iraq and our effort 
to contain Saddam Hussein's 
aggression need to be under- 
scored and need to be made 
clear,” Mr. McCuny said, 
adding “I think a lot of bis 
discussions while m the region 
will focus on that aspect of our 
policy.” 


proceed to Riyadh April 26, 
where he will discuss a wide 
range of topics with King Fahd 
of Saudi Arabia. Items on the 
agenda include Iraq and secur- 
ity in foe Gulf, the peace pro- 
cess and bilateral commercial 
relations. Mr. McCuny said. 

He will fly to Cairo for meet- 
ings with President Hosni 
Mubarak and the Egyptian 


leadership, probably on April 
27. Mr. McCuny said. The 


time ever. 

Qatar is due to host a meet- 


ing of the working group oo 
disarmament from May 2 to 5. 


The other three groups deal 
with economic cooperation, re- 
fugees and the environment. 


Mr. Christopher will fly first 
to London to meet April 25 
with British Prime Minister 
John Major and Foreign Sec- 
retly Douglas Hurd. While in 
London, the secretary will also 
meet with King Hussein. 

Mr. Christopher plans to 


27, Mr. McCuny said. The 
secretary also plans to visit 
Israel and Syria, but because 
leaders in foie region are also 
travelling, Mr. Christopher’s 
schedule remains, uncertain. 

A senior administration offi- 
cial explained that one objec- 
tive of Mr. Christopher's trip is 
to use his presence “to help foe 
Israelis and Palestinians mam- 
tain what is dearly an acceler- 
ated process that is underway 
right now” to try to come to 
closure, on agreement to imple- 
ment their September declara- 
tion 6f principles “rhuch more 
rapidly than originally was con- 
ceived.” 

The senior official said it is 
important for the secretary to 
be able to see Middle East 
leaders in advance of foe four- 
track Washington negotia- 
tions, which are now expected 
to resume in early May. Mr. 
Christopher will encourage the 
leaders to issue to their nego- 
tiators “the lands of instruc- 
tions that can enhance the 
prospect of progress,” tbe offi- 
cial said. 

“Whenever you’re having 
negotiations resume it is al- 
ways best to have the political 
leaders engaged and it’s best 
done at tbe secretary's level,” 
he said. 

Asked about the Israeli- 
PLO talks, foe senior official 
noted that “they seem now to 
have resolved foe issue on the 
transfer of authority from the 
civil administration to the 
Palestinians,” and added,. 
“They made further headway 
on some of the outstanding 
security questions that were 
still open... I think the’ve 
made headway both in terms of 


terms of setting foe stage for 
trying to push ahead,” foe offi- 


cial said, emphasising tbe need 
to be realistic. “There is a lot 


of work to be done. I don’t see 


breakthroughs being inurn- 
ment. But I flunk,” he said. 


“you constantly are trying to 
see if you can create new base- 
lines from which to work.” 

The high-level dialogue 
established by President Cfin- 
ton and Syrian President Assad 
“has dearly been important in 
terms of sustaining the peace 
process,” the offidal said. 

“The fact is he and Syria are 
a critical part of this overall 
process. I think when Prime 
Munster Rabin was here, one 
of foe things he said was that 
he saw Syria as being foe key 
to a comprehensive settlement. 
That’s a view that we've had, 
but be said it as well. So if one 
"wants to pmsue peace, this is 
dearly a critical partner,” tbe 
offidal said. 


By Mariam M. Shahm 

Jordan Times Staff Reporter 


PLO officials, police and deportees await magic call 


THOUSANDS OF Palesti- 
nian policemen, deportees 
and Palestine Liberation 
Organisation (PLO) bureauc- 
rats in Amman, Tunis, Cairo 
and elsewhere in foe Arab 
World are awaiting word on 
their return to the occupied 
territories. 

Ever since PLO Chairman 
Yasser Arafat and Israeli 
Prime Minister Yitzhak 
Rabin shook hands on the 
White House lawn on Sept. 

; 13, thousands of foe Palesti- 
nians who expect to be 
among the first to return to 
! help implement Palestinian 
; self-rule in foe occupied terri- 
tories once self-rule begins 
! have been glued to their 
[radios, telephones and fox 
| machines — on “stand-by,” 
> awaiting news “any moment” 
! of their long yeamed-for re- 
\ turn to the homeland. 


negotiating partner and has 
veto power over "every 
name” or so Palestinian 
policemen, deportees and 
PLO bureaucrats believe. 
While PLO negotiators say 
that they will dedde who 
enters Palestinian lands and 
that these are open to all 
Palestinians, Israel has re- 
served the right to veto any 


person they feel they do not 
want in tbe occupied territor- 


Brigadier Mohammad 
Qudsieh, head of tbe Palesti- 
nian police force in Jordan, 
sits in his Jabal Hussein- 


based headquarters every 
morning drinking tea with his 


morning drinking tea with his 
colonels and lieutenants. 

“We are ready to move at 
any time,” says Brig. Qud- 
sieh, who heads foe presti- 
gious Bader Brigades, a force 
of some 3,200 members of 
the Palestine Liberation 
Army (PLA). 


t Delays after delays in the 
^implementation of the dec- 
; laration of principles has cre- 
mated frustration and discon- 
I tent among all, but hope is by 
[no means gone. Israel is a 


A total of 7,000 PLA fight- 
ers based in Jordan, Yemen, 


and Israeli negotiators in 
Cairo. 

“We have been ready since 
Dec. 13,” says Brig. Qjudsieh 
referring to the date initially 
agreed upon for the first 
phase of Israeli withdrawal 
from Gaza and Jericho. 

But during the last trip by 
Mr. Arafat to Jordan, Brig. 
Qudsieh apparently got no 
instructions to “get ready” or 
be “on stand-by” from bis 

commander-in-chief. 

Brig. Qudsieh, like most 
PLA members, is not a native 
of foe West Bank or Gaza but 
a refugee from foe parts of 
Palestine that became Israel 
in 1948. He left the occupied 
territories in the 1967 war. 

Brig. Qudsieh and his 
lieutenants have made lists of 
supplies and equipment that 
they will need once they set- 
tle in Jericho. Among the 
first PLA batch to go will be 
doctors and engineers, PLA 
officials say. 


ary or police hospital.” 

Brig. Qudsieh says that as 
a Palestinian police force his 
people will be on hand to 
“serve foe Palestinian peo- 
ple." a task he says will main- 
ly entail providing security 
for Palestinians in the occu- 
pied territories. 

Aisbeh Odeh is one of 
1,850 Palestinians who have 
the special status of having 
been individually deported 
by. the Israeli occupation au- 
thorities. 

Ms. Odeh, like Brig. Qud- 
sieh and his lieutenants, is 
also anxiously awaiting her 
return. A member of HDA, 
foe off-spring of foe Demo- 
cratic Front for foe Libera- 
tion of Palestine, Ms. Odeh 
was imprisoned for 10 years 
for military activities against 
foe occupation before she 
was released and deported to 
Jordan in 1979. 


This week, a group of 50 
deportees was expected to 
return, but PLO officials in 
Cairo and Tunis said thpf the 
"list of names” had still to be 
agreed upon. 

Workingas an administra- 
tor in the PLO bureaucracy, 
Ms. Odeh knows that her 
name will eventually appear 
“on a list” of the deportee 
that will be allowed to return. 

“Once one group goes, I 
know that the count-down is 


500 administrators expected 
to return with him. 

“About 400-500 adminis- 
trators will be accompanying 
the leadership upon its return 
to foe occupied territories," 
said a senior FIDA official in 
Amman this week. Ms. Oddi 
will probably be-among tins 


on. Every time one deportee 
returns I get a little closer to 
foe return," she said. 

No one gives Ms. Odeh 
much hope of an imminent 
return yet she lives every day 
as “if it will be my last in 
Amman.” 

Her modest apartment in 
Jabal Hussein is decorated 
with “portable things.” 

“I would need 24 hours to 
get everything I need- 
together,” says Ms. Odeh, 
who remains one of the most 
famous Palestinian women to 
have been imprisoned by 
Israel to date. 


Egypt, Iraq, Sudan and 
Algeria are exoected to re- 


Algeria are expected to re- 
turn to tbe occupied territor- 
ies as policemen once the 
final implementation agree- 
ment is signed by Palestinian 


"A' lot of foe infrastructure 
will be built by us.” said one 
PLA colonel who is an en- 
gineer. “We will probably 
build a lot of our own bar- 
racks and wiD transform foe 
existing hospital into a milit- 


. Knowing that Palestinian 
deportees with a military 


background would be the last 
that Israel would allow to 


return, she lives with the 
hope that the Sept 13 Oslo 
accords will allow for her 
return by the time Palestinian 
self-rule begins. 


PLO officials have not 
promised her much except 
that once Mr. Arafat returns 
she would be among foe odd 


Salah Tamari, a senior 
member of Fateh’s Revolu- 
tionary Council, recently 
rame to Jordan- after a six- 
year stay in the United 
States, where he organised 
youth camps for Paiestinian- 
Americans. 

Sitting in his home/office in 
Jabal Amman be receives 
phone call after phone call 
from Palestinian officials and 
relatives in Bethlehem. 

“We have been ready for 
the return for a very long 
.time,” says Mr. Tamari. The 
top military commander of 
Fateh in Sidon, Lebanon 
from 1970-1982, Mr. Tamari 
is most famous for Ids lead- 
ership role in tbe A1 Ansar, 
prison camp, where the 
held almost 10,000 
Palestinian and Lebanese 
prisoners after the 1982 inva- 
sion of Lebanon. 

“I wifl not be a member of 


the military after my return,” 
says Mr. Tamari who expects 
to return with foe leadership, 
“sometime in foe next roc 
months.” 

“I have many ideas and 
projects in mind to create 
serial education program- 
mes for children, youth and 
especially women/’ he says. 


_“The conditions of youth 
and women are my single 
greatest interest because l 
believe that these two groups 
represent the future of a heal- 
thy Palestinian society,” he 
explains. 

The transformation from 
being a military commander 
to a civil leader will not be 
difficult, Mr. Tamari says.’ 
“Every stage has its require- 
ments and we must adapt 
ourselves to meet those re- 
quirements. Fot now foe 
.military struggle is over and 
foe social struggle of state 
bunding must begin.” 

Mr- Tamari goes back and 
forth between his Amman 
home and the PLO head- 
quarters in Tunis where he 

attends Fateh meetings. “The 
time is coming closer. We will 
not have to wait too much 
longer before we return." 


Explorer sets 
North Pole 
record 


OSLO (R) — Norwegian ex-; 
plorer Booge Ousland became 
the first person to reach foe 
North Pole alone and without 


help after a 52-day trek fow- 
ling a sledge across the hostile 


icecap, his spokesman said. 
“He reached foe pole and tot 
a satellite transmission saying 
‘expedition ended — want 
pick-up,”’ Hans Christian 
Erlandsen told Reuters. 
“ Righ t now we are ripphu 
ch ampagne.” Mr* Ousteud, 
who bunt up fot reserves by 
drinking a glass of (dive oil far 
breakfast every day for a year 
before setting off, will be rated 
off the ice by two planes ex- 
pected to arrive on Saturday 
afternoon. His father will be 
on one of them, bringing a 
bottle of champagne and a 
typical Norwegian cake made 
of almonds. Mr. Ousland can 
definitely use some extra calor- 
ies after his 1, 000-kilometre 
slog on skis from Siberia. A 
string of explorers has readied 
foe North Pole since American 
Robert Peary led the first suc- 
cessful expedition in 1909 but 
none has done so alone and 
withont help of dogsleds, 
snowscooters or airdrops. Mr. 
Ousland set off around the 
same time as two other explor- 
ers with the same goal but they 
long ago gave up the quest 
Briton Rupert Hadow was 
ducked off die ice after cover- 
ing only 46 kilometres of the 
distance from foc northern tip 
of Canada in. 23 days and 
Japan’s Mitsuro Oba has been 
given soppfies and a ride on a 
plane to bring him closer to the 
pole. 


drafting (texts) and in terms of 
dealing with foe resolution of 


dealing with tbe resolution of 
some of these issues.” 

The senior official suggested 
more attention is being given 
to tbe Syrian track of the bi- 
lateral negotiations “because 
there is a sense on foe Israeli 
side that they are dose to 
closure with the Palestinians 
on the implementation agree- 
ment and bow the implementa- 
tion will gp forward.” Recent 
statements by Prime Minister 
Yitzhak Rabin have been 
“quite serious and quite signifi- 
cant,” tbe offidal said. 

He said it seems dear that 
tbe Israelis are developing a set 
of ideas that are designed to 
deal with the outstanding 
issues of peace, security, and 
withdrawal and how they fit 
together. 

“Well have a discussion not 
only about their ideas but how 
best to convey ideas and how 
best to ose that conveyance to 
promote the process,” the 
senior offidal said, noting 
“there is seriousness on each 
side, but the gaps that separate 
foe parties are real.” 

This trip “has to be seen in 


Firefighters save 
some Galapagos 
turtles 


struggled to protect en- 
dangered wildlife from a Maze 
on the largest of the Galapagos 
Islands, and said they were 
able to save a colony of rare 
giant turtles. Hie fire, which 
has destroyed 15,000 acres 
(6,000 hectares) of woodland 
Op Isabela island since itbegau 
H days ago, was successfully 
diverted from a colony of 150 
of foe turtles, but continued 
spreading in other directions, 
officials said. The flames were 
prevented from reaching the 
turtles by a trench dug dose to 
die volcano where they five, a 
dvil defence spokesman said. 
Other wildlife on the island, 
which is home to 6,000 giant 
tarties and other rare breeds, 
including iguanas. 


Frenchwoman 
ends record 
voyage 


SAN FRANCISCO, Califor- 
nia (AFP) — French sailor 
Isabelle Autissier and her crew 
aboard the ship Ecureuil 
Poitou-Charentes set a record 
for sailing from New York to 
San Francisco by arriving here 
Frid ay night. Autissier aqd her 
crew smashed tbe old mark by 
more than two weeks with 
their journey, which began 
Feb. 19 in New York and 
extended around Cape Horn. 
Her arrival at 8:32 p.m. local 
time (3:32 a.m. GMT) com- 
pleted the record journey in 62 
days, five hours, 55, minutes 
and 40 seconds. Autisaer’s 
team for foe 22,312-kilometre 
trek included Lionel Lemon- 
chois, Luc Bartissol and Pascal 
Boimard. The former mark, 
set in 3989, was broken by 14 
days, 17 hours, 24 minutes 
20 seconds. That standard had 
been set by Canadian Georgs 
Kolesnikovs and U.S. sailor 
Steve Pettengil] aboard Great 
American. Autissicr’s boat 
reached the finish at a point 
during which the previous re- 
cord boat had not even re- 
turned to the northern hemis- 
phere. 


Nuns get top 
Spanish prize 


OVIEDO, Spain (AP) — 
jpanish missionaries to strife- 
toro Rwanda and neighbouring 

Bwundi were awanS on erf 

Prestigious Prince of 
Frizes for their ont- 
aanttag humanitarian work. 

SA55 nent ; 0r £*fasere said 
8? awar ? was in recognition of 
8“™* t ‘‘humanity and soli- 
are exceptional 

®“raples for modem society.” 


help Protect thel^tf*^ 

bruS?S e fl“ ,1 ? ht “P in foe 

WeontalnRi^ndnsw. 
«ived widespread media 
fSSR ,n Spain and abroad 
missi o®aries 
awarded the Communica- 
tions and Humanities Prize? 

Prince of Asturias 
nizes presented aunnaih/ 
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